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BIOGRAPHY

D. Watkins is the New York Times bestselling author of The Beast Side, The Cook Up, Where
Tomorrows Aren’t Promised, Black Boy Smile, and other books. His book We Speak for Ourselves was
Enoch Pratt Free Library’s 2020 One Book Baltimore selection.

Some of Watkins’ awards include the James Beard Media Award, Los Angeles Press Club Award, Gordon
Park Fellowship, Pratt Library Hackerman Writer Fellowship, Vernon Jarrett “Medal of Journalistic
Excellence, Society of Professional Journalists “Dateline Award for Commentary,” Gold Signal Award,
Johns Hopkins University “Society of Scholars,” Johns Hopkins University “Distinguished Alumnus
Award,” City Lit “Dambach Award for Service to the Literary Arts,” and the Maryland Library
Association’s “William Wilson Maryland Author Award.

Watkins is Editor-at-Large for Salon. Additionally, he is a writer on the HBO mini-series We Own This
City and host of the show’s companion podcast. He was also featured in the HBO documentary The Slow
Hustle. His work has been published in the New York Times, Esquire, New York Times Magazine, The
Guardian, Rolling Stone, and other publications.

Watkins is a professor at the University of Baltimore, where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History and a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing. He also holds a Master of Education degree
from Johns Hopkins University.

Watkins lives in Baltimore with his wife and daughter.

EDUCATION
● University of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD

M.F.A. Creative Writing and Publishing, May 2014

● Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
Graduate Certificate Urban Education, May 2014

● Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
M.S. Educational Studies, May 2011

● University of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD
B.A. History, May 2009

http://www.d-watkins.com
mailto:D@D-Watkins.com
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EMPLOYMENT

● University of Baltimore, Klein Family School of Communication Design
Assistant Professor (2015 – Present)

● Salon
Editor-at-Large (2015 – Present)

● Goucher College
Visiting Professor (2022)

● Stevenson University
Visiting Professor (2018)

● Johns Hopkins University, School of Education
Adjunct Professor (2015 – 2017)

● Goucher College, Management
Adjunct Professor (2015 – 2016)

● Coppin State University, English
Adjunct Professor (2013 – 2015)

FELLOWSHIPS
● The Gordon Parks Foundation Fellow (2024)
● Johns Hopkins University, Billie Holliday Fellow (2021)
● Impact Hub, Rise Residency (2016)
● One Baltimore, Fellow (2015)
● BMe, Genius Grant Fellow (2015)

AWARDS
● Los Angeles Press Club National Arts and Entertainment Awards “Best Humor Writing”
● James Beard “Media Award,” Winner 2024
● Vernon Jarrett “Medal of Journalistic Excellence,” 2024
● The Gordon Parks Foundation “Genevieve Young Award in Writing,” 2024
● Baltimore Magazine “Best Writer, Reader’s Choice,” 2023
● Society of Professional Journalists “Dateline Award for Commentary,” 2023 (Salon, Wes Moore

will be Maryland’s first Black governor. Here’s what scares me about his election, November 11,
2022)

● Signal Awards Gold Winner, “Best Host,” 2022 (We Own This City Companion Podcast)
● Black Reel Awards Finalist, “Outstanding Writing, TV Movie/Limited Series,” 2022 (We Own

This City, Part 3)
● Johns Hopkins University “Society of Scholars,” 2022
● Johns Hopkins University “Distinguished Alumnus Award,” 2022
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● City Lit “Dambach Award for Service to the Literary Arts,” 2021
● Maryland Library Association’s “William Wilson Maryland Author Award,” 2020
● Baltimore Magazine “Best Writer,” 2020
● Richtopia “Authors Top 200: Most Influential Authors in the World,” 2018
● Baltimore Magazine “Best Writer, Reader’s Choice,” 2018
● Sigma Alpha Pi National Society of Leadership and Success Teaching Distinction, 2016
● Ford Men of Courage, 2016
● Baltimore Magazine “Best Writer, Reader’s Choice,” 2015
● Baltimore Magazine “Best Original Voice,” 2014
● Baltimore Business Journal “40 under 40,” 2014

BOOKS
● Author

○ Hachette Book Group, Black Boy Smile: A Memoir in Moments, 2022
■ Hurston Wright Foundation Legacy Awards “Best Nonfiction/Memoir Finalist,”

2023
■ Maryland Humanities “One Maryland One Book Finalist,” 2023
■ Booklist “Top 10 Memoirs,” 2022
■ Kirkus Reviews “Best Non-fiction Books of the Year,” 2022
■ Kirkus Reviews “Best Books about Black Life in America,” 2022
■ New York Public Library “Best Books for Adults,” 2022
■ Shelf Awareness “Best Books of the year,” 2022
■ Paris Book Award, “Best General Nonfiction,” 2022

○ Simon & Schuster,We Speak for Ourselves: A Word from Forgotten Black America,
2019

■ Enoch Pratt Free Library “One Book Baltimore,” 2020
○ Grand Central, Cook Up: A Crack Rock Memoir, 2016

■ ***New York Times Bestseller, 2016
■ ***New York Times Editors’ Choice, 2016
■ Barnes & Noble “Books for a Better Life Award Finalist,” 2017
■ Bookreporter.com “Books for a Better Life Award Finalist, 2016

○ Red Emmas, Baltimore’s Son, 2016
○ Skyhorse, The Beast Side: Living and Dying While Black in America, 2015

■ ***New York Times Bestseller
■ Hurston Wright Foundation Legacy Awards “Best Nonfiction Finalist,” 2016

● Writer
○ Harper Collins, On a Move: Philadelphia's Notorious Bombing and a Native Son's

Lifelong Battle for Justice, 2024
○ Simon and Schuster, The Wire: The Complete Visual History, 2022
○ Simon and Schuster,Where Tomorrow’s Aren’t Promised: A Memoir of Survival and

Hope, 2021
■ ***New York Times Bestseller, 2021
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■ Wall Street Journal Bestseller, 2021
■ Publishers Weekly Bestseller, 2021
■ Amazon Bestseller, 2021

● Ghostwriter
○ St. Martin's Press, Sixty-One: Life Lessons from Papa, On and Off the Court, 2023

● Contributing Writer
○ Baltimore Museum of Art, The Culture: Hip Hop & Contemporary Art in the 21st

Century, 2023
○ Hachette Book Group, No Justice, No Peace: From the Civil Rights Movement to Black

Lives Matter, 2022
○ Mariane Ibrahim Publications, Jerrell Gibbs, 2021
○ Simon & Schuster, The Untold History of The United States: Volume 2, 2019
○ Haymarket Books, A Beautiful Ghetto, 2017
○ Cobalt Review Volume 3, Class Trip, 2014

FEATURED PUBLISHED ARTICLES
***See Full List of Published Articles Below

● Esquire:What I Lost When I Was 9 (2022)
● Salon: Wes Moore will be Maryland's first Black governor. Here's what scares me about his

election (2022)
● Johns Hopkins Magazine: Inside Wes Unseld Jr.'s First Season As Head Coach Of The

Washington Wizards (2022)
● Highline: Only A Mile And A Big World Separated Us: An All-American Story Of Two Boys From

The East Side Of Baltimore. (2020)
● New York Times Magazine: Letter of Recommendation: Nike Air Force 1s (2019)
● New York Times: In Baltimore, We’re All Freddie Gray (2015)
● Aeon: The school of failure (2015)
● The Guardian: I've seen my friends harass women on the street. I can't be silent any more (2015)
● The Guardian:Why laptops are mightier than guns (2015)
● Salon: Too poor for pop culture (2014)
● Aeon: These are my two Baltimores, black and white (2014)

FILMS
● Hulu, Sound of the Police, Commentator (2023)
● Salon,We Used to Win Here, Producer, Writer, and Interviewer (2023)
● HBO,We Own This City-Episode 3,Writer (2022)
● HBO, The Slow Hustle, Research Consultant and Commentator (2021)
● Overbrook Entertainment, Charm City Kings, Consultant (2020)

HOST
● Salon Talks (2015 - Present)
● Salon 5’s (2019 - Present)
● We Own This City Podcast (2022)

https://www.esquire.com/lifestyle/a39838145/black-boy-smile-d-watkins-excerpt/
https://www.salon.com/2022/11/11/wes-moore-will-be-marylands-first-black-governor-heres-what-scares-me-about-his/
https://www.salon.com/2022/11/11/wes-moore-will-be-marylands-first-black-governor-heres-what-scares-me-about-his/
https://hub.jhu.edu/magazine/2022/fall/wes-unseld-jr-wizards-head-coach/
https://hub.jhu.edu/magazine/2022/fall/wes-unseld-jr-wizards-head-coach/
https://www.huffpost.com/highline/article/daniel-hersl-baltimore-police/
https://www.huffpost.com/highline/article/daniel-hersl-baltimore-police/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/25/magazine/nike-air-force-1s-baltimore.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/29/opinion/in-baltimore-were-all-freddie-gray.html
https://aeon.co/essays/how-school-grooms-african-americans-for-the-underclass
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/01/my-friends-harass-women-i-cant-silent-any-more
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/06/why-laptops-are-mightier-than-guns
https://www.salon.com/2014/02/05/too_poor_for_pop_culture/
https://aeon.co/essays/these-are-my-two-baltimores-black-and-white
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● Undisclosed Podcast: The Killing of Freddie Gray, Addendum (2016-2017)

INTERVIEWS
● Albert Hughes
● Ali Siddiq
● Alice Marie Johnson
● Allen Hughes
● Amy Sherald
● Andre Royo
● Angela Yee
● April Ryan
● Barry Jenkins & Stephan James
● Brian Banks
● Cassandra Freeman
● Chelsea Handler
● Chiwetel Ejiofor
● Chris Perfetti
● Chris Smalls
● Chris Wilson
● Christian Cooper
● Chuck D
● Courtney B. Vance
● Cuba Gooding Jr.
● D.L. Hughley
● Damon Young
● Danny Trejo
● Dapper Dan
● Dave Franco
● Daveed Diggs & Rafael Casal
● David Oyelowo
● David Simon
● David Simon
● Dawn Porter
● DeRay Mckesson
● Devin Allen
● Dominique Fishback
● Eddie Huang
● Edie Falco
● Edward Buckles Jr.
● Eric Andre
● Gabriel Bump

● Gabrielle Union
● Garrett Bradley
● Hanif Abdurraqib
● Henry Winkler
● Ibram X Kendi
● Iman Shumpert
● J.B. Smoove
● Jada Pinkett Smith
● Jason Reynolds
● Jay Pharoah
● Jeffrey Wright
● Jemele Hill
● Jeramey Anderson
● Jermaine Fowler
● Jimmy O. Yang
● Jo Koy
● John Turturro
● Jon Bernthal
● Jon Taffer
● Joshua Bennett
● Judd Apatow
● Julián Castro
● Justin Simien
● Kal Penn
● Katori Hall
● Keith & Kenny Lucas
● Khris Davis
● Killer Mike
● Krishan Trotman
● Kristen Kish
● Kwame Jackson
● Kwame Onwuachi
● Lawrence O'Donnell
● Maggie Gyllenhaal
● Marc Lamont Hill
● Marcus Samuelsson
● Melissa Leo
● Michael Che

https://www.salon.com/2023/10/06/the-continental-menace-ii-society-albert-hughes/
https://www.salon.com/2023/07/12/ali-siddiq-domino-effect-youtube-comedy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCIo300LQAc
https://www.salon.com/2023/05/12/dear-mama-tupac-afeni-shakur-allen-hughes/
https://www.salon.com/2021/02/25/black-art-amy-sherald-hbo-breonn-taylor-michelle-obama/
https://www.salon.com/2023/06/25/andre-royo-drinking-in-america/
https://www.salon.com/2020/05/05/breakfast-club-angela-yee-music-hip-hop-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/04/23/april-ryan-on-her-instagram-show-donald-trump-and-lockdown-as-a-creative-space/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oT-JpjgsuUY&t=373s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGOgFeQugP4
https://www.salon.com/2022/04/03/bel-air-cassandra-freeman-aunt-viv-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uX1r1_SJFV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSWCQpmD38g
https://www.salon.com/2023/06/04/chris-perfetti-abbott-elementary-king-james-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/06/28/chris-smalls-americonned-union-workers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVWbgZMNz54
https://www.salon.com/2023/07/19/christian-cooper-central-park-birder/
https://www.salon.com/2023/01/31/chuck-d-fight-the-power-how-hip-hop-changed-the-world/
https://www.salon.com/2020/08/14/lovecraft-country-courtney-b-vance-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G2UO7D_ywk&t=675s
https://www.salon.com/2021/06/28/dl-hughley-how-to-survive-america-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6ktlwoE_Ns&t=55s
https://www.salon.com/2021/08/07/danny-trejo-memoir-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ooNgveF4uUI
https://www.salon.com/2023/02/09/dave-franco-somebody-i-used-to-know-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGllmSGZmXY
https://www.salon.com/2021/05/06/david-oyelowo-the-water-man-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/03/16/david-simon-plot-against-america-hbo-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQBNMTjVByA
https://www.salon.com/2023/10/12/deadlocked-director-dawn-porter-this-very-radical-conservative-is-not-an-accident/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SdyUvRjrLA
https://www.salon.com/2022/11/06/we-need-a-renaissance-photographer-devin-allen-on-why-art-is-necessary-for-social-change/
https://www.salon.com/2023/06/14/dominique-fishback-transformers-swarm/
https://www.salon.com/2021/03/06/boogie-eddie-huang-salon-taks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/02/05/edie-falco-tommy-interview-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2022/09/03/just-like-that-it-can-be-gone-the-babies-of-hurricane-katrina-unearth-trauma-of-lost-childhoods/
https://www.salon.com/2020/07/02/eric-andre-legalize-everything-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/02/10/gabriel-bump-everywhere-you-dont-belong-novel-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/09/23/gabrielle-union-on-why-women-can-stop-chasing-after-balance-its-fictitious-bs-that-doesnt-exist/
https://www.salon.com/2021/04/23/time-oscar-garrett-bradley-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/04/01/a-little-devil-in-america-hanif-abdurraqib-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/05/21/henry-winkler-barry/
https://www.salon.com/2022/07/28/ibram-x-kendi-on-how-antiracism-can-defeat-ted-cruz-his-political-life-rests-on-propaganda/
https://www.salon.com/2022/07/17/iman-shumpert-the-chi-showtime/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1-tfjNqAkc
https://www.salon.com/2023/10/17/jada-pinkett-smith-opens-up-about-depression-writing-worthy-and-her-version-of-a-happy-ending/
https://www.salon.com/2019/11/30/ya-author-jason-reynolds-on-meeting-role-models-judy-bloom-never-came-and-hollered-at-us/
https://www.salon.com/2023/04/11/jay-pharoah-snl-spinning-gold/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLEI3C-pOZ8&t=847s
https://www.salon.com/2022/10/30/jemele-hill-memoir-newsroom-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UG4Tk9LZKU
https://www.salon.com/2023/06/21/jermaine-fowler-blackening/
https://www.salon.com/2020/05/08/jimmy-o-yang-good-deal-amazon-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/03/23/jo-koy-funny-is-funny-tour-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RI_blI4lko
https://www.salon.com/2022/04/25/jon-bernthal-we-own-this-city-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2022/05/08/bar-rescue-jon-taffer-argue-better-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/09/12/joshua-bennett-owed-poetry-black-writing/
https://www.salon.com/2020/06/12/judd-apatow-king-of-staten-island-pete-davidson-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAKouMGgI-g&t=645s
https://www.salon.com/2023/08/04/justin-simien-haunted-mansion/
https://www.salon.com/2019/11/07/kal-penn-sunnyside-salon-talks-immigration-obama-trump/
https://www.salon.com/2022/07/31/katori-hall-on-creating-p-valley-demystifying-work-and-the-art-of-filming-a-pole-dance/
https://www.salon.com/2021/02/11/judas-and-the-black-messiah-keith-kenny-lucas-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/04/29/playing-george-foreman-felt-like-an-impossibility-for-actor-khris-davis--and-then-transformative/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzyF39JVkMM
https://www.salon.com/2020/07/09/queens-of-resistance-aoc-warren-krishan-trotman-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/04/07/when-you-are-changed-as-a-person-you-cook-differently-top-chef-winner-kristen-kish-opens-up/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24LoriheFiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVXwdcpL3ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=up9s6vgoR7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE_p4wQSibs&t=924s
https://www.salon.com/2022/05/15/author-marc-lamont-hill-on-george-floyd-america-telling-the-truth-and-fighting-for-freedom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7rWwwtIDgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2wDWXl6GSo&t=302s
https://www.salon.com/2022/06/18/michael-che-that-damn-comedy-salon-talks/
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● Michael Harriot
● Michael K. Williams
● Michael Oher
● Michael Starrbury
● Michael Strahan
● Michelle Buteau
● Mike Africa, Jr.
● Mike Epps
● Nia Long
● Nick Bilton
● Nick Mohammed
● Nikki Giovanni
● Pete Berg
● Rabia Chaudry
● Raekwon
● Rakim
● Reggie Watts
● Reshma Saujani
● Rosie Perez
● Roy Wood Jr.
● Ryan Coogler

● RZA
● Sam Jay
● Shannon Lee
● Shayla Lawson
● Sonja Sohn
● Sujata Day
● Talib Kweli
● Tamron Hall
● Tarana Burke
● The Wire Creators & Cast
● TT The Artist
● Valerie Jarrett
● W. Kamau Bell
● Wayétu Moore
● Wendell Pierce
● Wendy Osefo
● Wes Moore
● William Jackson Harper
● Yvonne Orji

MEDIA APPEARANCES
● Tamron Hall Show (ABC): D. Watkins Talks New Book & HBO’s ‘We Own This City’

Show
● Tamron Hall Show (ABC): 3 Change Makers Shifting Baltimore
● Soul of a Nation (ABC): Reconstruction
● CNN: He escaped ‘the beast’ of Baltimore
● The Washington Post: Baltimore author D. Watkins can’t stop, won’t stop helping kids
● The Breakfast Club: Author D. Watkins On Inspiring Youth Through Literature, Purpose

And Action
● Salon Talks:Why author D. Watkins, Salon's Editor at Large, is sick of “woke” culture
● Fresh Air (NPR): Baltimore Author Discusses 'Living (And Dying) While Black'
● Tell Me More with Michel Martin (NPR): In The Climb Up The Economic Ladder
● The Grio: Tired of fake ‘wokeness’? Baltimore author D. Watkins has a book for that.
● Democracy Now!: Baltimore Writer D. Watkins: “We Speak for Ourselves: A Word from

Forgotten Black America”
● HuffPost Live: Too Poor for Pop Culture
● The Bakari Sellers Podcast: The Baltimore of ‘We Own This City’ with D. Watkins
● AFRO-American Newspaper: D. Watkins Turns the Spotlight on Baltimore in ‘The Beast

Side’
● The Baltimore Sun: In deeply personal new memoir, Baltimore’s D. Watkins explores what

it means to be a father — and a son

https://www.salon.com/2023/10/24/black-af-history-michael-harriot/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoH4FaKE8jw
https://www.salon.com/2023/08/22/michael-oher-blind-side-when-your-backs-against-the-wall/
https://www.salon.com/2021/11/28/colin-in-black-and-michael-starrbury-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/09/30/michael-strahan-more-than-an-athlete-espn/
https://www.salon.com/2023/07/13/michelle-buteau-survival-of-the-thickest/
https://www.salon.com/2020/12/10/40-years-a-prisoner-mike-africa-jr-tommy-oliver-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qAKph0I32l0
https://www.salon.com/2020/03/06/the-banker-nia-long-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/02/04/fake-famous-hbo-max-influencers-nick-bilton-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/03/29/ted-lasso-nate-nick-mohammed/
https://www.salon.com/2020/11/19/poet-nikki-giovanni-salon-talks-trump-biden-racism-love-writing/
https://www.salon.com/2023/08/24/painkiller-opioid-dealers-oxycontin-kittens/
https://www.salon.com/2023/04/05/adnan-syed-rabia-chaudry-conviction-serial/
https://www.salon.com/2021/12/11/raekwon-opens-up-about-life-before-and-with-the-wu-tang-clan/
https://www.salon.com/2019/11/02/rap-legend-rakim-opens-up-about-finding-his-unique-intellectual-sound-and-transforming-hip-hop/
https://www.salon.com/2023/10/25/reggie-watts-memoir-great-falls-montana/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYLmS42HYy0
https://www.salon.com/2023/01/22/rosie-perez-your-honor/
https://www.salon.com/2023/06/08/roy-wood-jr-daily-show-late-night-tv-host/
https://www.salon.com/2023/07/02/ryan-coogler-anthem-kris-bowers/
https://www.salon.com/2020/08/21/rza-wu-tang-cut-throat-city-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2022/06/27/sam-jay-says-just-let-comedy-be-dangerous--like-one-particular-slur-thats-mean-but-not/
https://www.salon.com/2020/10/03/warrior-shannon-lee-bruce-lee-cinemax-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/07/20/shayla-lawson-this-is-major-black-girl-magic-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/12/14/the-slow-hustle-sonja-sohn-hbo-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2020/09/11/definition-please-sujata-day-film/
https://www.salon.com/2021/03/11/talib-kweli-vibrate-higher-a-rap-story-kanye-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/11/06/tamron-hall-novel-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/09/15/tarana-burke-me-too-unbound-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2022/06/02/all-the-pieces-of-the-wire-still-matter-from-cops-corners-and-omar-to-the-systems-that-fail-us/
https://www.salon.com/2021/05/19/in-netflixs-dark-city-beneath-the-beat-tt-the-artist-captures-the-baltimore-club-sound-and-scene/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FO6tT4wVVs
https://www.salon.com/2022/02/06/w-kamau-bell-bill-cosby-salon-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ifr3CWMZaPQ&t=727s
https://www.salon.com/2022/12/10/wendell-pierce-of-a-salesman-willy-loman/
https://www.salon.com/2022/10/25/real-housewives-wendy-osefo-tears-my-mother/
https://www.salon.com/2020/06/26/five-days-wes-moore-freddie-gray-baltimore-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2021/05/13/william-jackson-harper-underground-railroad-salon-talks/
https://www.salon.com/2023/09/20/yvonne-orji-bamboozled-by-jesus/
https://tamronhallshow.com/videos/d-watkins-talks-new-book-hbos-we-own-this-city-show/
https://tamronhallshow.com/videos/d-watkins-talks-new-book-hbos-we-own-this-city-show/
https://tamronhallshow.com/videos/3-change-makers-shifting-baltimore/
https://abc.com/shows/soul-of-a-nation/episode-guide/season-01/06-soul-of-a-nation-reconstruction
https://www.cnn.com/2015/11/23/us/d-watkins-beast-of-baltimore/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/baltimore-author-d-watkins-cant-stop-wont-stop-helping-kids/2019/05/11/dec38d14-6d36-11e9-a66d-a82d3f3d96d5_story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnZsB4RMflY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnZsB4RMflY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADdRnn-raTk
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/10/01/444978356/baltimore-author-discusses-living-and-dying-while-black
https://thegrio.com/2019/04/29/fake-wokeness-d-watkins-book-author/
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/4/23/baltimore_writer_d_watkins_we_speak
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/4/23/baltimore_writer_d_watkins_we_speak
https://www.theringer.com/2022/5/19/23130279/the-baltimore-of-we-own-this-city-with-d-watkins
https://afro.com/d-watkins-turns-the-spotlight-on-baltimore-in-the-beast-side/
https://afro.com/d-watkins-turns-the-spotlight-on-baltimore-in-the-beast-side/
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D. WATKINS

● The Baltimore Sun: With memoir 'The Cook Up,' D. Watkins takes us deeper into his
former life

● The Baltimore Sun: D. Watkins graphically maps two Baltimores in 'Beast Side'
● The Baltimore Sun: D. Watkins explores two Baltimores in his first book
● The Baltimore Sun: D. Watkins finds stories in the streets
● Baltimore Magazine: D. Watkins’ Latest Book Examines The Toxic Masculine Culture in

Which He Was Raised
● Baltimore Magazine: Reaching Back: Three local luminaries weigh in on the city, on their

calling, and on Baltimore’s kids
● On The Record (WYPR-Baltimore): Baltimore author D. Watkins on his latest memoir,

"Black Boy Smile"
Midday with Tom Hall (WYPR-Baltimore): "Black Boy Smile": D Watkins on growing
up whole in E. Baltimore

● Monday Morning With Shelia Kast (WYPR-Baltimore): Social Media and the Urban Child
● Monday Morning with Sheilah Kast (WYPR-Baltimore): Too Poor for Pop Culture
● WJZ (CBS-Baltimore): Author D. Watkins Reckons With East Baltimore Upbringing In

New Memoir 'Black Boy Smile'
● WBAL (NBC-Baltimore): 'You deserve to smile': Baltimore native D. Watkins discusses

latest book 'Black Boy Smile'
● Baltimore Fishbowl: Q&A: D. Watkins discusses his new book ‘We Speak For Ourselves,’

his new fiancée and annoying woke people
● Baltimore City Paper: Super Ambitious: D. Watkins talks books, Baltimore, and his new

collection of essays, 'The Beast Side'
● Bmore Art: Author D. Watkins Defines Winning and Losing in Baltimore
● Johns Hopkins Magazine:Writing His Way
● The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA-Baltimore): Gentrification: Against the New Baltimore
● The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA-Baltimore): Remembering Baltimore Rapper Lor Scoota
● The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA-Baltimore): D Watkins on Representations of Baltimore,

Telling Its Stories and Where We Need To Go
● The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA-Baltimore): Do The Right Thing 25 Years Later
● The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA-Baltimore): How Glamorizing Drugs is Killing Black Kids
● The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA-Baltimore): Too Poor for Pop Culture
● First Edition with Sean Yoes (WEAA-Baltimore): Gentrification
● First Edition with Sean Yoes (WEAA-Baltimore): The Oscars
● The Anthony McCarthy Show (WEAA-Baltimore): D Watkins Sun Article
● Wisconsin Public Radio: Gunplay Is all I Know
● Melissa Harris Perry Show (MSNBC)
● Press Pass with Chuck Todd (MSNBC)
● Meet The Press (MSNBC)
● Erin Burnett OutFront (CNN)

ARTICLES
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D. WATKINS

Salon, Watching Netflix's "Old Dads" reminded me why I should’ve had kids in high school
Salon, "Who's going to win?": "The Morning Show" Season 3 confronts Jan. 6 and "the lies we
tell ourselves"
Salon, It's been 10 years since "Yeezus" and the Kanye we will never see again
Salon, In Max's hilarious and heartfelt "Young Love," I saw my own life
Salon, RIP Twitter: You were once cool
Salon, The lessons Lauryn Hill taught me
Salon, "BS High" shows how easy it is to fall for a football scam – because it happened to me
Salon, 5 ways to stay sober at a cocktail party when taking a break from alcohol
Salon, Jay-Z's "The Black Album" turns 20 and is more relevant than ever
Salon, "Hijack": How Idris Elba's reimagining of a hero made me feel better about my chances of
survival
Salon, Gen Z needs "Winning Time's" history lessons to understand why they enjoy the NBA
now
Salon, Netflix's "Painkiller" exposes the real drug dealers – and they're not the ones in a jail cell
Salon, "Winning Time," HBO's show about the rise of the Lakers, has advice for fathers
Salon, You don't love live shows: I have questions for concertgoers who record everything
Salon,
Biz Markie was the "essence of hip-hop": Hailing the rapper who made us laugh as hip-hop turns
50
Salon, Jay-Z has always delivered hope – long before he was a mogul
Salon, Jamie Foxx's performance in "They Cloned Tyrone" adds to his legendary body of work
Salon, Why I'm passing on the "Barbie" movie: My daughter already receives enough
unintentional whiteness
Salon, You deserve to eat everything on vacation — here's how I learned that I do, too
Salon, "Survival of the Thickest" masters the dynamic of platonic relationships
Salon, Home cooked: How lockdown helped me learn to love cooking as a new dad
Salon, Stop inviting us to your weddings
Salon, You deserve better than a well-done steak
Salon, Black people who celebrate the Fourth of July should totally pay these penalties
Salon, Frozen cup: When the best part of summer cost just a quarter
Salon, No fries with that: An artist's guide to surviving while eating on the road
Salon, In trying to create snapshots of time my daughter, I recall the memories my father has
forgotten
Salon, My mixed feelings about "Spider-man: Across the Spider-Verse": It's too good to have a
TV ending
Salon, In a world of limitless dinner options, my case against meatloaf
Salon, Al Pacino having a baby at 83 has me feeling like a young dad for the first time ever
Salon, "The Little Mermaid" and Disney's dilemma: Why no Black prince?
Salon, "Dated, goofy or both": Lower your grocery bill by retiring these 11 tired dishes
Salon, An open letter to NBA star Ja Morant about your latest gun controversy: Soar, Ja, soar
Salon, I always loved hip-hop, but Nas transformed me into a fan, which ultimately changed my
life



D. WATKINS

Salon, God bless the vodka gimlet: On giving up hard liquor and becoming an "annoying wine
guy"
Salon, FX's fearless "Snowfall" comes to a close: A perfect ending to an American horror story
Salon, The sacrifice needed to survive in other America shines in "A Thousand and One"
Salon, "Air" doesn't do justice to Sonny Vaccaro, much less sneakerheads
Salon, How my dad's sugary East Baltimore spaghetti made me want to abolish the pasta shape
Salon, There's no "tough" way to order a latte — but I'm drinking them anyway
Salon, "An unforgettable talent": The cast and crew of "The Wire" reflect on the legacy of Lance
Reddick
Salon, The best cheesesteaks aren't in Philly
Salon, "Hey, auntie" recognition: Our reliance on each other when the world won't acknowledge
excellence
Salon, How learning to plate food changed how I felt about cooking at home
Salon, "Creed III" hits hardest outside of the ring
Salon, What will be best for my child — public school or private?
Salon, My preschooler's first police stop: I'm embarrassed — but not for us
Salon, Tyre Nichols and American traditions: How do we give kids "The Talk" about police now?
Salon, Ginger ale cured every sickness when I was a kid, or so I thought — but why?
Salon, Fleishman is in trouble — and a lot of dads will be too, unless expectations change
Salon, Why do I say we should defund the police? My lived experience
Salon, What I want to leave behind in 2023

2022
Salon, Salon, He's the biggest villain in "The White Lotus" season 2
Salon, Unpredictable 2022: Mostly devastating losses, with one bright surprise
Salon, Salon's favorite books of 2022 — fiction and nonfiction
Salon, Coach Prime is not the HBCU savior: On Deion Sanders and the money-making machine
of college sports
Salon, A winter break cheat code for old dads like me
Salon, The evolution of my Thanksgiving plate
Salon, When I heard Takeoff had been shot and killed, two words came to my mind
Salon, Kanye West is finally canceled. Now what?
Salon, The airport security shakedown: Air travel always costs me extra, one way or another
Salon, What I want Brett Favre to know about poverty and public assistance
Salon, Stop making fun of Nick Cannon for having so many kids
Salon, College was necessary for me. Will my own child need it like I did?
Salon, In the hospital, with no staff in sight
Salon, Don't tell me my accent doesn't exist
Salon, It's time to cancel Batman — for good
Salon, With monkeypox and polio to worry about now, who can stress about small stuff?
Salon, Still no justice for Emmett Till: On Carolyn Bryant Donham, accountability and who is
seen as a wolf
Salon, Why I wish George Jetson a happy birthday — whenever it is
Salon, If Donald Trump were Black, he'd be in jail already



D. WATKINS

Salon, Sesame Place falls short of "Sesame Street" — and after my own child's visit, I should
have known
Salon, "He could make you laugh. He could make you think": How Biggie Smalls became a rap
legend
Salon, New American traditions born of violence: From Jayland Walker's death to the Highland
Park shootings
Salon, I can't believe I pay taxes for this
Salon, Graduation ceremonies are boring — but commencement speeches don't have to be
Salon, How do I know if I'm a great father or a terrible father?
Salon, My city kid summer camp nightmare
Salon, A salute to public school teachers: Heroes who show up with courage every day
Salon, Who has to get shot in America before we do something about guns?
Salon, Sneaker Release Trauma is real. Just ask any suffering shoe collector
Salon, Quitting Twitter is easy — changing ourselves is harder
Salon, How I started writing for TV: The case against "fake it til you make it"
Salon, On Will Smith slapping Chris Rock and what I know about heroes and violence
Salon, The "race-obsessed liberal" nightmare: "We have to fight for a country that doesn't love us
back"
Salon, Don't fear the gatekeeper — or become one yourself
Salon, W. Kamau Bell on going up against Bill Cosby in Showtime series: "It is scary"
Salon, My reading from hell: A writer's road to self-promotion is paved with live, in-person
disasters

2021
Salon, Best of 2021: I failed my friend Dante Barksdale. We all failed him
Salon, HBO's "The Slow Hustle" director: "We're all carrying some level of mass grief as Black
people"
Salon, Raekwon opens up about life before and with the Wu-Tang Clan
Salon, "Colin in Black & White" writer on Kaepernick's parents & awakening: "They didn't see
him as Black"
Salon, Tamron Hall, TV host and now mystery novelist, created a heroine to be "the reporter I
wish I was"
Salon, Michael Strahan on going from Giants to GMA: "When you're successful, people don't see
the failure"
Salon, What would today's fairy tale look like if you could "un-Disney-fy people's brains"?
Salon, Gabrielle Union on why women can stop chasing after balance: It's "fictitious BS that
doesn't exist"
Salon, Me Too founder on her healing memoir and creating change: "All of us contribute to rape
culture"
Salon, Real crab — not imitation krab — is an ingredient I'm willing to fight for
Salon, Sorry, but forced apologies are the worst. Why can't we quit this insincere ritual?
Salon, Danny Trejo reflects on life, prison and Hollywood: "Movie stars are d**ks, OK? They
suck"
Salon, Why I won't stop writing about "trauma" to focus on joy



D. WATKINS

Salon, "Blindspotting" is a "truly American story" about living in a country addicted to
imprisoning people
Salon, How are we supposed to celebrate July 4 after Juneteenth?
Salon, D.L. Hughley: The ultimate Black superhero would have the power "to make white people
believe him"
Salon, "There was a lot of envy at Black success": Director Dawn Porter on new Tulsa Massacre
documentary
Salon, I love being a Girl Dad
Salon, The dream of thriving in academia is still a nightmare for many Black professors
Salon, The lost art of not having an opinion on everything
Salon, In first cookbook by a Black pitmaster, Rodney Scott celebrates BBQ and shows dreams
do come true
Salon, In Netflix's "Dark City Beneath the Beat," TT The Artist captures the Baltimore club
sound and scene
Salon, "I want people to be angry": William Jackson Harper on viewers' takeaway from
"Underground Railroad"
Salon, David Oyelowo on fighting the legacy of colonialism and being told to just "shut up, make
movies"
Salon, "Time" filmmaker on families affected by incarceration: "Being together is a type of
resistance"
Salon, America is not on trial. Derek Chauvin is
Salon, From "Soul Train" to Don Shirley, new book celebrates the history of Black performance
in America
Salon, "Say 'no' nicely": Toxic workplace culture demands Black women shrink themselves and
never speak up
Salon, Are we ready to start re-opening after a year of the pandemic?
Salon, Talib Kweli on hip-hop, Rudy "Ghouliani" and how Kanye West can make amends for
supporting Trump
Salon, With basketball drama "Boogie," Eddie Huang is finally "free of the shadow" of "Fresh
Off the Boat"
Salon, Michelle Obama & Breonna Taylor portraitist on Black artists: "We've been here all along"
Salon, I failed my friend Dante Barksdale. We all failed him
Salon, "Judas and the Black Messiah" filmmakers on exposing how the FBI hunted 1960s Black
activists
Salon, HBO doc shows how it's easy to make "Fake Famous" influencers, whose job is to "make
you feel bad"
Salon, The selective restraint of American police on display at the Capitol riot amazed me
Salon, The Black community is right to be suspicious of the medical establishment right now

2020

Salon, No, Obama, we do mean "defund the police": It's not a snappy slogan, it's a demand for
justice
Salon, "40 Years a Prisoner" confronts the police we're supposed to trust "telling bold-faced lies"



D. WATKINS

Salon, "We young, bro": My friend lost a decade of his life, but I can't go back to our youth with
him
Salon, Thanksgiving and "The Wire": My true Baltimore story about the streets, writing and TV
Salon, Poet Nikki Giovanni shares her wisdom about Biden, cowardly racism, and why love is a
pineapple
Salon, On Ice Cube, Donald Trump, and the question of what my vote is really worth
Salon, Chef Marcus Samuelsson: "Look out for the Black-owned restaurants … because we need
you right now"
Salon, I grew up surrounded by toxic masculinity, but I evolved: We have to give people a chance
to grow
Salon, "People don't know this history": Shannon Lee on the Chinatown Tong Wars in Bruce
Lee's "Warrior"
Salon, The new healthy me is still Black in COVID's America
Salon, "People are actively, persistently racist": Poet Joshua Bennett on performative anti-racism
Salon, "Insecure" star Sujata Day redefines South Asian stereotypes in spelling bee movie
Salon, "There's things you don't know about Wu": RZA on "American Saga" & his new
post-Katrina heist film
Salon, How should fans react to Kanye's perceived betrayals? It's complicated
Salon, "Lovecraft Country" star: "It's a shame that men and women are being accosted and
lynched" today
Salon, The incredible saga of Baltimore's worst gang: an elite police squad gone bad
Salon, Dave Franco shares your Airbnb anxieties in new horror flick "The Rental," starring wife
Alison Brie
Salon, "Black women are from the future": Author says Black girls aren't magic, but are ahead of
their time
Salon, "The front door blew off the hinges": What happens when police raid your home without
knocking first
Salon, "We do have power": "Queens of Resistance" books profile the politicians who inspire us
most – women
Salon, Comedian Eric Andre: "This country's got a s**tty history"
Salon, "It's not a enough to indict individuals; we have to indict systems": Author Wes Moore on
racism
Salon, On Father's Day, Black dads and the fragility of our fortune
Salon, Judd Apatow praises Pete Davidson sharing his grief in the dark comedy "King of Staten
Island"
Salon, The day after the protest: A view from the 2015 Baltimore Uprising, and now
Salon, "Insecure" star Yvonne Orji is rewriting the immigrant narrative "one joke at a time"
Salon, My baby's being born same time my man is murdered — the beginning and end
Highline, Only a Mile And a Big World Separated US: An All-American Story of Two Boy From
the East Side of Baltimore
Salon, "I'd play the s**t out of George Washington": Jimmy O. Yang talks representation & his
Amazon debut
Salon, "Music can bring people together": Angela Yee on Verzuz, D-Nice and doing "Breakfast
Club" from home



D. WATKINS

Salon, Ibram X. Kendi: Why the coronavirus is hitting black people so hard
Salon, April Ryan on her Instagram show, Donald Trump and lockdown as a "creative space"
Salon, Netflix's "Uncorked" spills the real truth about rejection and privilege in pursuit of passion
Salon, DJ D-Nice's virtual dance parties follow the tradition of innovation in times of adversity
Salon, "Democracy is never perfected": David Simon on his new HBO series and the 2020
"s**tshow" election
Salon, Here's how I'm keeping occupied (and positive!) during self-isolation in an already
disastrous 2020
Salon, From hood films to a "The Banker," Nia Long wants to change the narrative for black
dreams
Salon, "The Photograph" is more than just a romance – it's a much-needed picture of black
excellence
Salon, Author Gabriel Bump: "We might be moving towards worse racial issues"
Salon, Why I'm sick of "woke" culture
Salon, In solving his own son's murder, "The Pharmacist" also took on the opioid epidemic
Salon, Edie Falco on playing a good cop, resistance to change, and Giuliani's love for "Sopranos"
Salon, Welcome to America, where a Detroit man gets the cops called on him for "banking while
black"
Salon, The Netflix Aaron Hernandez doc's baffling obsession with sexuality is distracting and
dangerous
Salon, "Just Mercy": Freeing an innocent man shouldn't be this hard
Salon, "Uncut Gems" and the drive to look like a somebody, no matter what the cost

2019
Salon, Trump's tremendous, totally real favorite books list
Salon, Top 10 rap albums of the decade
Salon, Best of 2019: Why I'm not raising my child in my old neighborhood
Salon, Top 5 rap and hip hop albums of 2019
Salon, Instant celebrity has a cost, and we as a society are paying for that false reality
Salon, Cancel culture is emulated from “an ethic of white supremacy,” says Jay-Z scholar
Salon, Jason Reynolds on wanting writer role models: “Judy Blume never came and hollered at
us"
Salon, I never planned on seeing 40: How do I get over believing I was destined to die young?
Salon, Saeed Jones on "How We Fight For Our Lives" and writing with "skin in the game"
Salon, Kal Penn on why Democrats are losing and what constitutes a patriotic comedy
Salon, Rap legend Rakim opens up about finding his unique, intellectual sound and transforming
hip-hop
Salon, What it means to raise a Black girl in white America
Salon, I love "Power," but please stop comparing it to "The Wire"
Salon, Why I'm not raising my child in my old neighborhood — the one I said I'd never leave
Salon, Ava DuVernay isn't waiting on reparations or shiny campaign promises
Salon, I used to stare down the barrels of guns. Now I'm going to be a dad, and that's scarier
Salon, This time white tears didn't work: Why Amber Guyger's guilty verdict surprised me
Salon, In times of crisis, "Fox & Friends" turns to unimpeachable pancakes



D. WATKINS

Salon, The radical power of Jharrel Jerome's "When They See Us" Emmy win
Salon, "Wu-Tang: An American Saga" is more than '90s nostalgia
Salon, The Joe Biden wokeness paradox: Can black voters support him and also hold him
accountable?
Salon, Felicity Huffman's lenient recommended sentence offers a clear lesson in systemic racism
Salon, Conversations about gun violence on "The View" reveal that Meghan McCain needs a
lesson in empathy
Salon, NYC cops skate on probation after admitting sexual assault: "F**k the justice system"
Salon, In "Sticks & Stones," Dave Chappelle refuses to change for critics
Salon, The strange saga of Stephanie Grisham: MAGA is a reward program for mediocre white
people
Salon, Brian Banks, the man behind the movie, on his wrongful conviction and the fight to clear
his name
Salon, Firing NYPD cop Daniel Pantaleo over Eric Garner's death is not justice
Salon, Kwame Onwuachi: Inside the top chef’s culinary comeback story and the new film based
on his life
The Baltimore Sun, D. Watkins: We can write President Trump off as a racist, but Baltimore still
needs help
Salon, In defense of Jay-Z's NFL deal: Why shouldn't Roc Nation be in this partnership?
Salon, That racist Reagan recording just confirmed what my community already knew
Salon, Baltimore doesn't care about Trump people
Salon, Who is the white Al Sharpton?
Salon, What Beto O'Rourke gets wrong in his appeal for black votes — and he's not alone
Salon, What does being fly mean to Dapper Dan? Liberation
Salon, I don't care "how black" Kamala Harris is and neither should you
Salon, Colin Kaepernick tanks Betsy Ross's Nike sneaker deal and conservatives are mad
The New York Times Magazine, Letter of Recommendation: Nike Air Force 1s
Salon, Mayor Pete has a problem: How can black voters trust he'll fight for them?
Salon, Valerie Jarrett's leap of faith that started her path to the Obama White House
Salon, I read O.J. Simpson's Twitter feed so you don't have to
Salon, I don’t feel bad for Kyle Kashuv losing Harvard: He gets a glimpse of what it’s like to be
black
Salon, How many more viral cop videos do we need to see?
Salon, Gun industry could face lawsuits from victims and survivors if bill becomes law
Salon, Red Sox legend David Ortiz recovering from surgery after being shot in the Dominican
Republic
Salon, Don't look away from Ava DuVernay's "When They See Us," the most important series on
TV now
Salon, Mississippi racist campground debacle: We need to address the roots of white Americans'
black fear
Salon, Alice Marie Johnson: "I was supposed to draw my last dying breath in prison"
Salon, Men, we need to stay in the pro-choice fight — in Alabama and beyond
Salon, Robert F. Smith's gift to Morehouse grads is wonderful — and shouldn't be so necessary
Salon, The problem with "therapy is for white people"
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Salon, Sandra Bland should be alive today
Salon, America's 3 major 2019 pageant winners are black women: A win for black girls, too
Salon, What happens to the young basketball stars who don’t go pro?
Salon, Losing John Singleton, the mentor I never met
Salon, I used to think we needed to leave the hood. Now I think we need to buy it
Salon, "Straight black men are trash": Do I have to agree?
Salon, Chelsea Handler opens up about long-buried grief: "I'm not fully fixed or complete"
Salon, Please don't hug me: Why touching can be a touchy subject for people raised with trauma
Salon, Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh's "Healthy Holly" book scandal comes as no surprise
Salon, Damon Young on wooing with Wu-Tang, teaching Whiteness 101 and how survival
"makes you blacker"
Salon, Please don't invite me over to dinner: The case against home-cooked meals
Salon, Reparations are overdue: "Confronting the truth" about slavery means paying for it
Salon, How John Turturro got his moves, from "Do the Right Thing" to "Gloria Bell"
Salon, Beyond Operation Varsity Blues: Our education system is broken—and exploitable from
the bottom up
Salon, The danger of R. Kelly's tears
Salon, No justice for Stephon Clark: Yet another case of police cleared for shooting an unarmed
man
Salon, Wayétu Moore on writing the immortal heroine of "She Would Be King": "She grew as I
grew"
Salon, "There is no generic Africa": Chiwetel Ejiofor fell in love with Malawi for his directorial
debut
Salon, 2019 Oscars finally did the right thing by Spike Lee
Salon, College basketball players are worth billions to the NCAA. They deserve to be paid
Salon, We grew up afraid to be vulnerable: "Minding the Gap" helped me see my toxic boyhood
masculinity
Salon, Black people's guide to the 2020 presidential campaign — at least so far
Salon, The founder of Girls Who Code explains how to push back against patriarchy in Tech
Salon, Boxing in the Age of Denial
Salon, Jussie Smollett's assault, "this is MAGA country" and hate-crime denial
Salon, Coming around on Martin Luther King Jr.: My Grandma, the Black church and me
Salon, Killer Mike on whether America can be saved: "We've failed, but we can change it"
Salon, Meet Julián Castro: Is he the Obama of the 2020 race?
Salon, "Listen, I live check to check": What the government shutdown is like for workers
Salon, What do we owe Cyntoia Brown? Her early release is just the first step to justice
Salon, Don't just watch "Surviving R. Kelly": The Lifetime series alone won't be the end of the
story
Salon, Was Jazmine Barnes a victim of domestic terrorism? Will white America own it?

2018
Salon, Trump's white male supporters may lose their food stamps
Salon, Donald Trump's totally real Christmas 2018 wish list
Salon, The First Step Act is only the first step in criminal justice reform. What about an apology?
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Salon, Jada Pinkett Smith's honesty about suicidal thoughts could save lives
Salon, Barry Jenkins: "'People in Korea don't want to watch black characters,' you can't say that
anymore"
Salon, Justice for Cyntoia Brown
Salon, NFL fail: Why won’t the Washington Redskins hire Colin Kaepernick?
Salon, Jay-Z tough love for Kanye
Salon, Black Lives don’t matter to Major League Baseball–– what else is new?
Salon, The No Thanks list, 2018 edition
Salon, Melissa Leo’s masterclass in method acting
Salon, The NRA doesn’t care about black heroes
Salon, Jeffrey Wright on veterans and mental health
Salon, Skeptical of Kanye
Salon, Trump’s pro-white, pro-fear rhetoric will keep fueling –– and radicalizing–– angry men
Salon, It’s time for NBC to fire Megyn Kelly
Salon, Compare Rae Carruth’s sentence to Marissa Alexander’s
Salon, Patroits fan pours beer on Tyreek Hill
Salon, Maggie Gyllenhaal on playing “starving” women
Salon, A heart to heart with Cuba Gooding Jr
Salon, Kanye crosses the line
Salon, DeRay McKesson is just one man–– why do other activists criticize him so harshly?
Salon, Justice for Botham Jean
Salon, Serena Williams has earned the respect of a world that can’t bear to give it to her
Salon, Lessons from Geoffrey Owens’ work shaming
Salon, Conservatives triggered into #NikeBoycott over Colin Kaepernick ads
Salon, Eminem is back with “Kamikaze,” a surprise album for his day-one fans
Salon, Justice for Jordan Edwards
Salon, Be more like Steph Curry
Salon, What would it take to trust the police? A frank discussion on “The Black and the Blue”
Salon, “No Passport Required,” host Marcus Samuelsson takes our conversation about food to the
next level
Salon, Don’t laugh off Trump’s LeBron James insults. His racist rhetoric can reproduce at a rapid
rate
Salon, LeBron James and the I Promise School
Salon, Trayvon Martin’s parents tell Salon: “Nobody is being held accountable” for racist
violence
Salon, Daveed Diggs: “Thomas Jefferson would not f**k with Trump, period”
Salon, “Blindspotting” shines a light on gentrification, but art is no match for profit
Salon, “No Ashes in the Fire” author Darnell Moore on what it means to be “Black and Free in
America”
Salon, Fox News pundit Candace Owens challenges ESPN’s Jemele Hill to a debate over racism
Salon, Sneaker culture king DJ Bobbito breaks down his documentary “Rock Rubber 45s”
Salon, Respect Sue Bird’s genius pass
Salon, Documentary “The King”
Salon, Celebrate the Fourth–– while we can!
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Salon, Dear Sarah Huckabee Sanders: You got what you deserved–– but there’s still time to
change
Salon, From slavery to “Indian schools” to internment camps, family separation is nothing new in
America
Salon, How Michael K. Williams brought Omar and Leonard to life
Salon, Wayne Jenkins, Baltimore’s dirtiest cop, is sentenced
Salon, Lessons from Sterling Brown’s arrest: Bodycams don’t deter racist cops
Salon, Retta on why she’s “So Close to being the S**t, Y’all Don’t even Know”
Salon, Debt, jail and government cheese
Salon, “This is America” roundtable: Is Donald Glover a genius?
Salon, Racism and the royal wedding
Salon, In conversation with MTV’s Franchesca Ramsey
Salon, The NBA is ready for a woman head coach, and Becky Hammon is ready for the job
Salon, Yes, “This Is America”
Salon, The Black Codes never went away–– they just became the “Black Tax”
Salon, Are Kanye’s “crazy” pro- Trump tweets just hype for a new album?
Salon, Kendrick Lamar just won a Pulitzer
Salon, The painful truth of life after prison: Getting a job can be impossible
Salon, Why are Millennials running from religion? Blame hypocrisy
Salon, Stephon Clark’s shooting is starting to follow a clichéd script
Salon, ESPN’s Chris Berman accused of racist remarks — but Jemele Hill says he didn’t do it
Salon, Arming teachers is not the answer
Salon, $38 million awarded to police shooting victim Korryn Gaines’ family is — and isn’t —
justice
Salon, Baltimore police corruption myths: Dirty cops don’t just target criminals
Salon, The glory of Wakanda: “Black Panther” has America celebrating Africa
Salon, Is this what justice looks like? I could get used to it
Salon, Baltimore’s notorious dirty cops case: An end to the “all police are heroes” myth?
Salon, Catching a glimpse of “the black tech renaissance”
Salon, Trayvon Martin would have been 23 today
Salon, Taking a knee at the Super Bowl: Will it matter?
Salon, Why I’m feeling patriotic in the age of Trump
Salon, His beef with Jay-Z proves who Trump really is
Salon, No Oprah in 2020 — who’s next? Semi-modest proposals for our next celebrity president
Salon, Stop calling all cops heroes: Baltimore police corruption case isn’t shocking to me
Salon, How do you teach boys about sexual consent?
Salon, Pay Mo’Nique, Netflix
Salon, Colin Kaepernick is making America great
Salon, There’s no way African-Americans are warming to Trump
Salon, Donald Trump’s America is not my America
Salon, Say the word: “Racist”
Salon, Oprah in the White House: Indulging the fantasy, briefly
Salon, Baltimore’s freezing schools: Will public outcry force the city to change?
Salon, Did Dave Chappelle go too far?
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Salon, Hey @jack: Trump’s “Button” tweet violates Twitter’s TOS

2017
Salon, I’m praying for Erica Garner, activist and truth-teller
Salon, All Donald Trump wants for Christmas
Salon, LaVar Ball’s junior basketball league could force NCAA reform
Salon, Cornel West failed to “ether” Ta-Nehisi Coates in the most pointless feud ever
Salon, Diddy announces bid to buy the Panthers, and I’m here for it
Salon, Has the internet made us cold?
Salon, Trump needs to hire a new black person
Salon, How to really help the Keaton Joneses of America
Salon, Baltimore cop’s killing remains unsolved, with more questions than answers
Salon, The 2017 No-Thanks List
Salon, Yes, I’m thankful for Donald Trump
Salon, This could be my last Thanksgiving
Salon, No hashtag without action: Why you should take your activism off-line
Salon, Fighting Baltimore police brutality is harder under Trump
Salon, Free Meek Mill: There’s precious little justice in America’s justice system
Salon, All hail Cardi B, a true “Trap Cinderella”
Salon, Why poet Nikki Giovanni dreams of space travel
Salon, Between the elite and the street
Salon, JB Smoove is Larry David’s black guardian angel
Salon, Chris Rock is this generation’s Richard Pryor
Salon, America is a joke right now, a bad one
Salon, 5 ways you can change the world through art
Salon, If Diddy ran the NFL: Imagine how the game would change
Salon, Why Mike Pence should take a knee, not walk out
Salon, Dove is done: When a brand shows you it values whiteness above all, believe it
Salon, Trauma is the American experience
Salon, David Simon in conversation with Salon: “You gotta learn the cadence of people’s lives”
Salon, If colleges won’t pay student athletes, someone will
Salon, Here’s the secret to winning people over — even if you’re very different
Salon, Candace Owens of Red Pill Black, the toxic right’s newest African-American star
Salon, Donald Trump should stick to his job, or get out
Salon, When will black men feel safe in America?
Salon, In “A Beautiful Ghetto,” Devin Allen shoots from the heart
Salon, How to argue safely in a relationship
Salon, Life in iPhone hell
Salon, I won’t stop mourning Kenneka Jenkins
Salon, Back to school after a turbulent summer: How can we help kids celebrate life in these
times?
Salon, “Yo, I’m not going to die young”: A chef’s journey from diabetes diagnosis to community
health
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Salon, Black men need yoga, too: “We tend to wait until we hit the bottom floor to then pop up
and save ourselves”
Salon, Cops don’t need grenade launchers
Salon, Cop says “We only kill black people” on camera: shocking, not surprising
Salon, Stop saying the NFL can’t be racist because “70 percent of the players are black”
Salon, How Beyoncé and other celebrities are stepping up for Houston victims
Salon, Mayweather’s win was only a win for Mayweather
Salon, Make war great again! Die-hard Trump fans, have I got a plan for you
Salon, Lessons from Dick Gregory: Always tackle the elephants in the room
Salon, It’s time to tear down statues of racists — all of the racists
Salon, One more thing we love about Issa Rae: How “Insecure” showcases black artists
Salon, Charlottesville violence: As American as apple pie
Salon, Boycott the NFL: Athletes and fans need to stand up for Colin Kaepernick now
Salon, As Baltimore’s murder rate soars, the city needs more than ceasefires
Salon, America has a policing problem and Trump is making it worse
Salon, Justine Damond’s death: Will race play a role in the investigation into this fatal police
shooting?
Salon, America is on pause
Salon, Dejuan Guillory, shot and killed by police, was a father and a human being
Salon, Donald Trump is the perfect teaching tool for White Privilege 101
Salon, We are still not free: Why I can’t celebrate the Fourth of July
Salon, No black person is safe in America
Salon, The return of Hov
Salon, This is what over policing looks like: Black teens handcuffed by undercover cops for
selling water on a hot day
Salon, 40 seconds to death: The horrifying truth of Philando Castile’s killing
Salon, The real problem with “All Eyez on Me”: To fans, Tupac’s biopic needed to be perfect
Salon, We’ve been over Bill Cosby: He lost his credibility with the black community long ago
Salon, Jay Z’s priceless Father’s Day gift: This is how leaders should address injustices of mass
incarceration
Salon, Dear Golden State Warriors: You can be champions of the #Resistance, too
Salon, Kevin Durant could win a championship tonight. But don’t call him one of the greats
Salon, Why I can’t trust cops: The death of Tashii Brown, who asked police for help
Salon, Bill Maher’s N-word bomb: Don’t expect HBO to do much in response
Salon, Wellness in the hood: Can juicing and yoga heal trauma in poor communities?
Salon, Hate is alive in America — and it’s tearing us apart
Salon, The school visit that saved me
Salon, This “Master of None” episode teaches a master class in empathy
Salon, White supremacy is deadly: When will we start taking this rhetoric seriously?
Salon, What Baltimore needs now: Leaders who will help end the violence
Salon, Commencement speaker blues: Who is the graduation address actually for?
Salon, Justice for Jordan Edwards: Cop who killed unarmed honor student must be held
responsible
Salon, Stop policing Obama’s money: Van Jones’ “poverty tour” suggestion is absurd
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Salon, Yes, black people do tip — even when we shouldn’t have to
Salon, Chicago muralist claimed black woman’s stunning Michelle Obama image as his own
Salon, Firing Bill O’Reilly isn’t enough: Fox News needs to clean house and start fresh
Salon, Damn, Kendrick Lamar: Anatomy of a “Duckworth” epiphany
Salon, We are failing our girls
Salon, What Betsy DeVos needs to know about diversity in schools
Salon, If Donald Trump wants to get his war on with Syria, have him send his own kids first
Salon, Hell is fake-woke white people: Kendall Jenner’s Pepsi fantasy is just as grating in reality
Salon, Donald Trump’s claim that “education is the civil rights issue of our time” gets an F
Salon, “Epiphany in Trump Town: Finding common ground with the “American Sniper” crowd
Salon, “5 athletes fighting for racial justice”
Salon, “Who’s running America while Donald Trump tweets?”
Salon, “All hail Dave Chappelle: The true king of comedy returns, just in time”
Salon, “Trumpcare, Ryancare, Trashcare: While the GOP celebrates its found money, the poor
will get sicker and die”
Salon, “Who Polices The Police?”
Salon, “Ben Carson’s infinite fall from grace”
Salon, “Chance the Rapper puts his money where his mouth is”
Salon, ““You can’t play basketball anymore”
Salon, “5 big blunders Donald Trump made in his first 30 days in office”
Salon, “Donald Trump’s claim that “education is the civil rights issue of our time” gets an F”
Salon, “Get Out” moments are real: Why Jordan Peele’s new film should be required viewing
Salon, “Hustlers are going to hustle: From East Baltimore to Cuba, the work on the street never
stops”
Salon, “What being “a real one” really means”
Salon, “5 things LeBron James should say to Charles Barkley next time he sees him”
Salon, “Adventures in old Brooklyn”
Salon “5 things you probably didn’t know were invented by African Americans”
Salon “5 reasons why Donald Trump should actually love immigrants”
Salon “5 reasons why Donald Trump’s Black History Month breakfast was a phony farce”
Salon, “5 reasons why “alternative facts” are dangerous”
Salon, “We’ve been here before”: Black Panther Jamal Joseph discusses present day political
climate and offers words of wisdom”+
Salon, Taking Betsy DeVos to school: If Trump’s education secretary pick spent a day in one of
the many underfunded city schools, she might understand them”
Salon, “5 warning signs that your neighborhood is gentrifying”
Salon, “So far, we’re losing: Trump’s America is a serious downgrade on the old version”
Salon, “Why Republicans really hate Obamacare”
Salon, “Spiced-up narrative: If the Trump administration lies about something as insignificant as
inauguration attendance, what else will it lie about?
Salon, ““The Cook Up: A Crack Rock Memoir” — a year later
Salon, “Here’s one thing Donald Trump could do to get black Americans on his side
Salon, “Paul Ryan’s empty moral core: Fight against Obamacare shows a man on a mission to
win at any cost”
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Salon “Keep John Lewis’ name out of your mouth, Donald Trump”
Salon, “5 reasons why Donald Trump won’t complete his first term”
Salon, “Call it “pulling a Trump”: You don’t actually have to be winning — just look like you
are”
Salon, “Hidden Fences” isn’t just a dumb gaffe: Golden Globes nails “La La Land” all night long
but stumbles over black films”
Salon, “Don’t execute Dylann Roof — that’s exactly what he wants”
Salon, “Tomi Lahren’s selective outrage: Chicago Facebook brutality draws her ire, but she’s
silent about Dylann Roof’s racism
Salon, Tomi Lahren’s selective outrage: Chicago Facebook brutality draws her ire, but she’s silent
about Dylann Roof’s racism
Salon, “Don’t delay justice for Walter Scott: New Michael Slager trial is an opportunity to get it
right”
Salon, “It’s 2017. Can we finally have a real conversation about race?”

2016
Salon, “Donald Trump, the substitute teacher of American presidents”
Salon, “A media resolution for 2017: Stop asking clueless celebrities to comment on race
relations”
Salon, “Dear Hillary and Bernie, please start a podcast: Some holiday wishes for the people and
their leaders at the end of a painful year”
Salon, “Don’t go, Michelle Obama! Her Oprah interview was a powerful reminder of why she’ll
be missed
Salon, “Fake news is old news to black Americans”
Salon, “A nation of geniuses: Social media made us all special — now what?”
Salon, “Will Obama regret not doing more for black Americans?”
Salon, “Stop saying you’re “from the ‘hood”: Guys who are really from the ‘hood never say this’
Salon, “No justice for Walter Scott: Michael Slager’s mistrial is a disgrace, but not a surprise”
Salon, “Bernie and Hillary, where’d you go? Your money is still good here”
Salon, “The “War on Drugs” is rigged: Now that the face of addiction is white, will anything
change?”
Salon, “I miss the old Kanye, too: Stop treating this breakdown like celebrity gossip — it’s a cry
for help”
Salon, “And now, the no-thanks list: Seven terrible people, events and phenomena of 2016 that
inspire zero gratitude”
Salon, “Reclaiming Thanksgiving: How I learned to embrace a holiday that represents everything
I’m against”
Salon, “Behind the pyramid schemes: Broken families in struggling communities”
Salon, “Dear hard-working white people: Congratulations, you played yourself”
Salon, “My first week in Donald Trump’s America: There’s work to be done, but we gon’ be
alright”
Salon, “America the divided: We can’t “come together” now — we’ve never been united”
Salon, “If Trump wins, say goodbye to your black friends: A modest proposal’
Salon, “Is America more racist, or more sexist? Admittedly, it’s a tough call”
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Salon, “Playground bully Donald Trump faces his last stand — and even conservatives know it”
Salon, “Don’t despair at this painful and terrible election — millennials actually offer hope for the
future”
Salon, “Kwame Jackson on Donald Trump”
Salon, “Marion Winik on the stigma of Hepatitis C, which could be fatal”
Salon, “Hope and a black superhero”
Salon, “Nate Parker is not a victim”
Salon, ”Beyond “no justice, no peace”
Salon, “Don’t assume black voters are “with her”
Salon, “A memo from hell”
Salon, “Come clean, racists!”
Salon, “Trump’s appeal to black America is ludicrous “
Salon, “Why are cops OK with killing black people?”
Salon, “Colin Kaepernick’s brave decision”
Salon, “No, white people, you still can’t say the N-word”
The Root, “Is DeRay Mckesson the Change-maker Baltimore Needs?”
City Paper, “Donald Trump Will make America Hate Again”
City Paper, “The Porter Mistrial Was No Surprise”

2015
Salon, “Inflicting More Pain On Baltimore”
Baltimore Sun, “In America, Everybody Sees Color”
Baltimore Sun, “Here’s How To Make A Difference For The Next Freddie Gray”
Salon, “Want A Gun? Take A Bullet”
Baltimore Sun, “D. Watkins For Mayor”
Npr, “King Mez’s Long Road From Raleigh To Compton”
Rolling Stone, “10 Artist You Need To Know: Sept (King Mez)”
Baltimore Sun, “Street Riding Is A Baltimore Art Form”
Baltimore Sun, “Create Opportunity To Prevent Unrest”
Baltimore Sun, “Why Does There Have To Be One Black Voice?”
The City Paper, “Long Live Fmg Twizzle”
The Guardian, “I’ve See My Friends Harass Women On The Street”
Salon, “It Doesn’t Matter If We Stay Or Run”
Salon, “Dangling A Bit Of Justice Doesn’t Make Us Equal”
Salon, “Cops Are The New Terrorists In Our Neighborhood”
The Guardian, “Baltimore Doesn’t Need The Black Crisis Clergy”
The New York Times, “In Baltimore, We’re All Freddie Gray”
Aeon, “The School Of Failure”
American Short Fiction, “Missing Black Men”
The City Paper, “My Uncle And His Homeboy, Rod”
The City Paper, “@Who_Is_U May Be The Funniest Thing On Instagram”
Salon, “Black History Bulldozed’
Salon, “My Neighborhood Revolution, One Letter At A Time.”
The City Paper, “2015 Resolutions For Baltimore: D Watkins”
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The City Paper, “Baltimore State Of Mind”

2014
Salon, “Too Poor For Pop Culture (#2, Top Ten Best Of 2014)”
The City Paper, “Out The Mud”
Salon, “Screw The National Anthem”
The City Paper, “Do The Right Thing”
Salon, “Gunplay Is All I Know”
The City Paper, “Chasin’ The Gram”
Aeon, “Stoop Stories”
Salon, “Poor Black People Don’t Work?”
Cobalt Review, “Class Trip”
Motherboard Vice, “Life On The Other Side Of The Digital Divide”
Salon, How Glamorizing Drugs Is Killing Black Kids
The Huffington Post, “Too Poor For Pop Culture”

2012
Niche Literary Magazine, “Bike Life”


