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Eric B. Byrd
	Musical Intent
	My goal is to present music and information in creative ways to inspire learning and appreciation at high levels.

	Academic Career
	1994 - Present
McDaniel College                    Westminster, MD  21157  
Lecturer of Music
I teach Jazz Fundamentals, a beginning improvisational class
I teach Jazz Piano Group Class, designed to teach several pianists in one setting

I am the Jazz Piano Private Studio teacher

	
	Director, McDaniel College Gospel Choir, a performance ensemble of over 50 students and a four-piece band
I teach a History of Gospel Music Class, a class which covers Negro Spirituals, Traditional and Contemporary Black Gospel music 
I teach The Art of Great Songs class, a songwriting class covering composition and analysis of popular/modern music styles
2003 – Present                   Gerstell Academy                         Finksburg, MD  21048

I am the general music teacher for grades 3 through 5th

	Ambassadorship
	2000-2001        Jazz Ambassadorship          US State Department/Kennedy Center
Out of several hundred applicants and 75 auditioning groups, The Eric Byrd Trio was one of seven groups selected to tour Latin America in the fall of 2001.  In addition to performances, I gave clinics and lectures on jazz music including improvisational phrasing, the history of jazz, Louis Armstrong and ornamentation, how to play the blues, the role of the piano as a leader and accompanist.  I also coached foreign jazz ensembles in each country visited.

	Professional Music Teaching Experiences
	7/2009 – I am the director of the Jazz Improvisation Boot Camp, a jazz summer camp teaching students how to improvise
4/2009 – I held a lecture performance for the West Virginia Arts Council on Jazz, Blues and Gospel Music
3/2009 – While directing a gospel choir in Bolivia as guests of the US Embassy of La Paz, I also gave clinics on gospel music history.

2/2009 – I gave clinics on gospel music in the Chicago and Wisconsin area

2008 – The Eric Byrd Trio completed a concert tour of Peru where we performed and taught master classes on Jazz music

2005 – I addressed the Baltimore County, MD Public School teachers on Improvisational music

2005 – The Eric Byrd Trio featuring Paul Carr addressed Loudon County, VA Public School teachers on Jazz music including history, playing techniques, solo ideas, repertoire, etc

1999-2003 - Co-director of The Walter Johnson H.S. Jazz Week which takes place every July
2000-2004 - Director of the Jazz Institute at Common Ground on the Hill, a summer music and arts program at McDaniel College



	Education
	1988-1993
McDaniel College
             Westminster,  MD
B.A., Music General

1999-2001                          Morgan State University                  Baltimore, MD
M.A., Music
My degree focus was on African-American Music and my thesis was on the relationship between Jazz Improvisation, John Coltrane and Indian Ragas.

	Selected Past Performances
	Vienna, Austria – 1996.  I organized and directed a gospel choir of students and community members that toured Vienna, performing in its annual Advent Sing    Program.         

Jazz Ambassadorship Tour Kennedy Center/US State Dept. – 2001.  My trio headlined concerts in Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Honduras and Trinidad.  

The Kennedy Center Millennium Stage – 2001.  A kick-off concert for our Ambassadorship tour.

Ninove, Belgium – 2001.  I was the pianist for a series of recorded gospel concerts with Lea Gilmore and a Belgian gospel choir.  The CD documenting these shows was released in November of 2001.          

Montreux Jazz Festival – 2002.  My trio performed at this prestigious festival in July and was special guests of friend Kenny Garrett for his performance with Roy Haynes’ “Birds of a Feather” group.
Lima, Peru Jazz Conference – 2002.  My trio was featured performers and clinicians for a week in April.

Dubai, U.A.E. – 2002.  My trio co-headlined a music festival that featured noted percussionist Trilok Gurtu.

La Paz, Bolivia – 2001-2004.  My trio/quartet has performed at their annual FestiJazz Music festival and given private concerts at the request of the Ambassador and   American Embassy. 

Paide, Estonia – 2003.  The Eric Byrd Trio was sent by the City of Westminster to perform several shows in a cultural exchange with the country of Estonia.

Belgium Stadium Concerts – 2004.  I played Hammond B-3 organ for vocalist Lea Gilmore and a 2,000 voice gospel choir in celebration of the Damien Foundation. The concerts in Kuipke Gent had 7,000    audience members for each show.  A DVD was made of the concerts.
Belgium Gospel Concerts – 2005.  I played Hammond B-3 for vocalist Lea Gilmore and gospel choir.  The concerts were recorded and the CD was released in 2006.

Tour of Peru – 2008.  The Eric Byrd Trio performed concerts and lectures throughout the country as guests of the US Embassy in Lima, Peru.
Gospel Choir Symphonic Concerts – Feb. and May of 2010.  As director of the McDaniel College Gospel Choir we performed 2 successful concerts with the Columbia Orchestra.
Tour of Italy – 2009.  I am performing a two week tour with vocalist Janine Gilbert-Carter in October and November.
Live CD/DVD recording in Scotland – 2010.  I am the musical director of a new recording project linking African American Spirituals and Gospels with Celtic instruments and musicians.

As a sideman or leader, I have performed at many national venues and festivals  including Carnegie Hall, Baltimore’s ARTScape Festival, New Haven Lounge, Book Fair, and The Mechanic Theater, Washington D.C.’s Blues Alley, Twins Lounge, The Islander, Café Milano, The East Coast Jazz Festival in Rockville    and The Weinberg Center in Frederick, MD.

	Discography
	Brother Ray – The Eric Byrd Trio.  Foxhaven Records.  *nominated for three Washington area music awards including Record of the Year.  2008

Somehow I Made It – Lea Gilmore.  2006

Triunity – The Eric Byrd Trio.  Foxhaven Records.  2005

The Eric Byrd Trio – Eric Byrd.  Foxhaven Records.  *nominated as Jazz CD release of the year by the Independent Music Awards.  The first track, “Taken By Force” which is a Byrd composition, was also nominated as Jazz Song/Performance of the Year.  2002
Gospels For Damien – Lea Gilmore.  2001

Ruby’s Blues – Ruby Hayes.  Independent Release.  2001

I Don’t Know Where You Are – Lea Gilmore.  North Atlantic Blues Records. 2001
Looking Back, Stepping Forward –Ron Kearns Quintet.  Foxhaven. 2001                 

Blues in the Alley –Ron Kearns Quintet Live at Blues Alley.  Foxhaven Records.      2000

The Fire Within (the Heart) – Eric Byrd.  Foxhaven Records.  1999
Lucinda’s Serenade – The Howard Burns Quartet.  Foxhaven Records.  1999
Move On Up A Little Higher: Tribute to Mahalia Jackson – Lea Gilmore. 1999

	Awards and Membership Organizations
	2004 – Present.  Carroll County Arts Council Board Member
October 18, 2003 designated as “Eric Byrd Day” in Westminster, MD.  A concert featuring The Eric Byrd Trio inaugurated a scholarship for The William J. Byrd Jazz Scholarship to minor in Jazz Studies at   McDaniel College
2003 – 2007. Board member, Maryland State Arts Council
2002 – Present.  International Association of Jazz Educators

2002 Who’s Who in American College and University Professors

2002 Distinguished McDaniel College Alumni Award 

1999 Who’s Who in American College and University Teachers

1998 and 2002 McDaniel College Faculty Creativity Award

1997 – Present. NAACP Member, Carroll County Chapter

1997 Carroll County Human Rights Awards
1993 Who’s Who in American College and University Students




