Shirley J. Brewer


2725 St. Paul Street, Apt. 3 Baltimore, MD 21218

410.366.2037 (home)

410.279.5487 (cell)

shirleybrewer09@comcast.net
www.apoeticlicense.com

Objective

To develop and share my poetry/writing/teaching/creativity skills with diverse
populations

Education

M.A. Publications Design/Creative Writing, University of Baltimore, 2005


         Thesis: “The Case of the Luminous Orchid” (a collection of 47 poems)


         Advisor: Kendra Kopelke

B.A. Speech Therapy, Nazareth College, Rochester, New York, 1969

Honors and Awards


Honorable Mention for “Song of Limburger,” Passager poetry contest, 2013
Runner-up, Guilford Centennial Poetry Contest, “Tulip Power,” 2013

Honorable Mention for “Pampas Circumstance,” Passager poetry contest, 2012

“Mummy in Overalls” and “Afghans” were finalists for the Artsmith Literary 

             Award, 2011 (Artsmith is a nonprofit literary organization on Orcas Island, 


Washington State)

 “Promise,” “Toreador,”and “Lament” won First, Second and Third Prizes,

respectively, in the Maryland Writers’ Association Short Works Writing Contest, 2010


“The Whistling Oyster Poet,” won Third Prize in the Post Card Contest sponsored 


by the shady side review, 2010

“La Traviata, Interrupted,” was nominated for a Pushcart Prize by Manorborn, 2009

Honorable Mention for “Men from Mars,” Passager poetry contest, 2009
Creative Writing Award for Excellence in Plorking, (play + work),

University of Baltimore, 2005

Honorable Mention for “Voyage,” Passager poetry contest, 2005

First Place Poetry Award for “Given the Space Between Trees,” Maryland Writers’ Association Short Works Writing Contest, 2004

Female Entrepreneur of the Year Award for Poetic License (a writing service to create original, personalized verse for business and special occasions), YWCA of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County, Maryland, 2001

Acceptance into Spoleto Arts Symposia/Writers’ Workshop, Spoleto, Italy, 2000

Professional Experience

Workshop Facilitator, Beginning and Intermediate Poetry Workshops, LitMore, literary organization, Baltimore, Maryland, 2014, ongoing

· Design poetry workshop materials for adults

· Provide feedback to writers on individual poems

· Share information on the publishing process in poetry

Teacher, Village Learning Place, Baltimore, Maryland,  It Takes a Village Creative Writing/Editing/Publishing Project, 2012-2014
· Develop and implement syllabus and program to help 7th and 8th grade students learn about poetry/fiction/memoir and complete writing assignments

· Work with a diverse group of students with a wide range of reading and writing skills
Teacher, Brooklyn Park Middle School, Brooklyn Park, Maryland, PVA Program (Performing and Visual Arts), 2013-2014

· Design after-school poetry classes for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders

· Prepare materials, instruct classes, provide feedback to student poets

Resident Poet, Carver Center for the Arts and Technology, Fall 2013, Fall 2014, ongoing
· Teach poetry to a class of high school sophomores

· Provide information about the professional side of poetry and the publishing process

· Craft lessons and assignments, grade student work

Tutor, Wyzant Inc., 2011 – present 

· Provide instruction in written language, grammar, oral pronunciation 

            to adults for whom English is a second language.

            Creativity Workshop Facilitator, 2008 – present
· “Unleash Your Creativity” provides an interactive experience, in which participants connect with and deepen their creative potentials, as well as explore writing poetry. This Creative Awakening allows for new ways of seeing, and opens up possibilities for greater success in writing as well as in expanding problem-solving skills. Unleash Your Creativity enhances an optimistic involvement in life events. Adolescence and adulthood are both ideal times to allow the intuition to emerge as a strong and viable creative force.
· “Unleash Your Creativity,” taught as a continuing education class at

Howard Community College, Spring 2013, Fall 2014
Anne Arundel Community College, Spring 2014

Teacher at the Baltimore Actors’ Theatre Conservatory, Grades 3-5, Baltimore, 

Maryland, 2010 – 2011

· Guided five students through the Calvert School Curriculum, 
employing creative methods to teach concepts of mathematics,  

social studies, language arts, poetry, and writing


Adjunct Professor (undergraduate writing course), University of Baltimore, 


Baltimore. Maryland, 2005 – 2006
· Instructed rhetorical writing classes of up to 22 junior and senior college students
· Developed innovative teaching strategies to encourage creative aspects of writing

Speech and Language Teacher, St. Elizabeth’s School, Baltimore, Maryland, 2005-2008

· Taught poetry classes to developmentally-disabled adolescents

· Invented a course called “The Creativity Palace,” to teach developmentally-disabled adolescents ways to access and deepen their creative abilities
Speech and Language Teacher, Anne Arundel County Public Schools, Annapolis, Maryland, 1969-2001
· Designed and taught lessons in speech and language for students ages 2-21

· Pioneered and implemented innovative teacher-training to improve student language and communication skills through poetry

· Conducted poetry workshops for middle school students

Writer, Bay Weekly Newspaper, Deale, Maryland 

· Feature stories/theater reviews, 2000-2002

Writer, Severna Park Voice, Severna Park, Maryland 

· Features/community stories, 2003

Publications


BOOKS:


A Little Breast Music, Passager Books, Baltimore, Maryland, September 2008
After Words, Apprentice House/Loyola University, Baltimore, Maryland, February 2013

OTHER MANUSCRIPTS:

Bistro in Another Realm, a full-length poetry collection, is currently under review by publishers

A fourth book manuscript is underway


INDIVIDUAL POEMS:
Forthcoming: 

“Voyage,” “Alvina and the Bishop,” “Lament,” and “Setback”

will appear in the anthology, Poetry in Medicine, Persea Press, February 2015
“I Could’ve Been The Godmother, 1983” will appear in Pearl, Issue 49, 2015

“Schizopetalus” will appear in Stone Canoe, 2015

“Chevy Lesson,” “On Leaving Home for the First Time,” “The Secret Life of Body 

Parts,” will appear in The Comstock Review, 2015

“Staircase Anthology,” Free State Review, John Elsberg Poetry

 Contest Runner-up, Summer/Fall 2014
“Above Chicago,” Little Patuxent Review, Summer 2014

“Death of the Rolling Pin,” “Wanted,” The Comstock Review, 
Spring/Summer 2014

“Autumn Omen,” The Quotable, Spring 2014

“Book of Loss, One Year,” New Verse News, December 2013

“Modern Jezebel,”  “Of Mice and Smoke,”

Loch Raven Review, Spring/Summer 2013


“Song of Limburger,” Passager, July 2013


“Without,” New Verse News, April 2013

“Sinkhole,” New Verse News, March 2013

“Toreador,” Innisfree Poetry Journal, Spring 2013

“After,” New Verse News, January 2013

“January Loss,” “Cardinal,” “’Tis the Season,”


Loch Raven Review, Winter 2013


“Stain,” The Comstock Review, November 2012

“Wild Bill’s Wife,” Evening Street Review, Autumn, 2012


“Promise,” New Verse News, September 2012

“Arizona Cowboys,” Manifest West, Western State Press, September 2012

“Pampas Circumstance,” Passager, August 2012

“Sex and Utensils,” Per Contra, Summer 2012


“Delirious Goddess,” “Funny Business,” “General Custer’s Wife,”


“Plain Romance,” Loch Raven Review, Summer 2012

“L’image est sur le mur,” qarrtsiluni, Spring 2012

“All That Remains,” Welter, Spring 2012


“Noah’s Wife,” Innisfree Poetry Journal, Spring 2012

“Mixing Manhattans in Heaven,” The Cortland Review, Winter 2012

“Train Talk,” The Gunpowder Review, 2011


“The Fellowship of Trees,” The Gunpowder Review, 2011

“Spellbound,” Edison Literary Review, Fall 2011

“Fortune Cookies,” Verse Wisconsin, July 2011


“No Shoulder and Other Positive Signs,” Verse Wisconsin, July 2011


“Persephone,” shady side review, Summer 2011

“All of Me,” Little Patuxent Review, Winter 2011


‘”Leaving,” Loch Raven Review, Fall 2010


“Pie,” Loch Raven Review, Fall 2010


“Reflections on Turning 93,” Loch Raven Review, Fall 2010


“The Dress Speaks,” Loch Raven Review, Fall 2010


“The Whistling Oyster Poet,” shady side review, Spring 2010

“Seven,” Pearl, Fall-Winter 2009

“Beautiful People,” HazMat Review, Fall 2009

“Groom-to-Be Falls to Death in Subway,’ HazMat Review, Fall 2009

“Men from Mars,” Passager, August 2009

“Ritual,” Manorborn/The Water Issue, 2009


“Beyond the Sea,” Manorborn/The Water Issue, 2009


“Night Music,” The Gunpowder Review, 2009


“Salvation by Silk,” Free Lunch, Autumn 2009

“How to Kill Time,” The Comstock Review, Fall/Winter 2008-2009


“Frank’s Necktie: A Reverie,” Edison Literary Review, Fall 2008


“Tea,” The Comstock Review, Spring/Summer 2007

"Voyage," Passager, August 2005 

"Given the Space Between Trees", Scribble, December 2005

"Consolation," Calyx Journal, Summer 2004

"Message to a Pickpocket," Welter, 2004

"Dream," Welter, 2004

"The Case of the Luminous Orchid," Welter, 2003

"My Hat," Welter, 2003

"Patterns," Poets' Ink, April-May 2003

"Scrabble," Arnazella, 2003

"Making Change," Edison Literary Review, Fall 2002

"Time Out," ADDvance, September 1998

"Heartlocked in Cape May," Cape May Gazette, August 1997

An excerpt from “Wanted” appeared in Never Easy, Never Pretty: Story of the     

2012 Ravens, Temple University Press, September 2013

“To a Lemon” appeared in Cooking Up South, Capital BookFest, 2010

“Poems and Plums” appeared in Mirage, an anthology published by The Poets of the Green Tables, Annapolis, Maryland, 2010

“Blue” appeared in Bluebird, Winter 2010-11

“Blue,” “Given the Space Between Trees,” “Kentucky Valentine,” “Tryst with Artist,” and “Voyage” appeared in life in me like grass on fire, poetry anthology of the Maryland Writers’ Association, April 2011

“Men from Mars” appeared in Passager’s poetry anthology, Burning Bright, June 2011
“Kitchen Couture” appeared in the Peacock Poetry Collage Project, Coconut Grove, Florida, 2011
“A Little Breast Music” appeared in Challenges for the Delusional, an anthology of poems from the Winter Poetry and Prose Getaway, Peter Murphy Writing Seminars, 2012
“Beneath the Pomp of Circumstance” is included in the audio tour at the Baltimore Museum of Art

Poetry Readings

Private home, Baltimore, Maryland, December 2014

Lit & Art, Watermark Gallery, Baltimore, Maryland, October 2014

GeoPoetics/Towson University, Baltimore, Maryland, October 2014

The Writer’s Center, Bethesda, Maryland, June 2014


Little Patuxent Review, Columbia, Maryland, June 2014

The Writer’s Center, Bethesda, Maryland, April 2014

Maryland Writers’ Association, Linthicum, Maryland, April 2014

Northwood Library, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2014

Maryland Writers’ Association, Howard County, April 2014

Spiral Staircase Poetry, Annapolis, Maryland, October 2013

One Tree Poetry Series, Westminster, Maryland, September 2013

Baltimore Book Festival, Baltimore, Maryland, September 2013

New Mercury Reading Series, Baltimore, Maryland, July 2013


Village Learning Place, Baltimore, Maryland, July 2013

Minas Gallery, Essential Sundays, Baltimore, Maryland, July 2013
            Passager Reading, Enoch Pratt Library, June 2013

Lit & Art, Watermark Gallery, Baltimore, Maryland, May 2013


Zu Coffee, Annapolis, Maryland, May 2013

Barnes & Noble, Baltimore, Maryland, May 2013

After Words Book Launch, The Ivy Bookshop, March 2013

Challenges for the Delusional anthology reading/Village Learning Place, 

            Baltimore, Maryland, September 2012

New Mercury Reading Series, Baltimore, Maryland, August 2012

Little Patuxent Review, Columbia, Maryland, June 2012

Poetry Spoken Here, York, Pennsylvania, June 2012

Welter Reading, University of Baltimore, May 2012

Poets in Preston, Baltimore, Maryland, May 2012

Village Learning Place, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2012

The Word Works Cafe Muse, Chevy Chase, Maryland, February 2012

Passager Reading/Village Learning Place, Baltimore, Maryland, January 2012


Passager Reading/Minas Gallery, Baltimore, Maryland, December 2011

WYPR, The Signal, radio program, Baltimore, Maryland, December 2011

Passager Reading/Ahh Coffee, Annapolis, Maryland, November 2011

Ahh Coffee, Annapolis, Maryland, October 2011


Lit & Art, Watermark Gallery, Baltimore, Maryland, July 2011

Passager Conference/University of Baltimore, Baltimore, MD, June 2011


Village Learning Place, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2011


Maryland Writers’ Association, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2011


Writer’s Center, Bethesda, Maryland, February 2011


Little Patuxent Review, Columbia, Maryland, January 2011


Baltimore Book Festival, Baltimore, Maryland, September 2010


Maryland Writers’ Association, Columbia, Maryland, August 2010


Village Learning Place, Baltimore, Maryland, August 2010


Zu Coffee, Annapolis, Maryland, May 2010

AWP Reading, Baltimore, Maryland, May 2010

University of Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2010

333 Coffee House, Annapolis, Maryland, March 2010

Minas Gallery, Baltimore, Maryland, November 2009

BB Bistro, Annapolis, Maryland, July 2009

Kensington Row Bookshop, Kensington, Maryland, April 2009

Frazier’s Literary Cabaret (AWP Fundraiser), Baltimore, Maryland, February 2009 

Ukazoo Books, Baltimore, Maryland, November 2008

Café Zu, Annapolis, Maryland, July 2008

Palm Beach Poetry Festival, January 2008


Kensington Book Festival. April 2008


Palm Beach Poetry Festival, January 2007

The Word Works Café Muse, Chevy Chase, Maryland, August 2006

Resident Poet, 333 Coffee House, Annapolis, Maryland, 2003-2005

Chesapeake Arts Center, Brooklyn Park, Maryland, July 2005

Sylvan Beach Café, Baltimore, Maryland, June 2005

Coffee Beanery Café, Annapolis, Maryland, May 2005

Minas Gallery, Baltimore, Maryland, April 2005

Grant

Washington Post Grant, 1990, to conduct workshops on social communication skills
Professional Memberships

Maryland Writers’ Association, Baltimore, Maryland

The Writer's Center, Bethesda, Maryland
Creative Alliance, Baltimore, Maryland

Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore, Maryland

Volunteer Experience


Usher at Hippodrome Theatre since 2004

            Pledge drive worker at WYPR since 2004

Village Learning Place, 2nd Wednesday Committee,  since 2009


(The 2nd Wednesday Committee plans cultural/educational events for 


Charles Village and surrounding communities on the 2nd Wednesday 

            of each month.)

Other


Judge, Poetry Out Loud, Baltimore County, January 2015
           Vice-President, Maryland Writers’ Association, Baltimore Chapter, 2012-13
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