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“it’s impossible not

to be inspired by so
many and varying
examples of courage”
THE WASHINGTON POST
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SEVEN

by Paula Cizmar, Catherine Filloux, Gail Kriegel, Carol K. Mack, Ruth Margraff,
Anna Deveare-Smith and Susan Yankowitz, created in collaboration with Vital Voices
Global Partnership.

SEVEN is a groundbreaking documentary play based on interviews with seven
women’s rights activists from around the world. The interviews were conducted in
2007 by seven award-winning playwrights.

“The play powerfully portrays the transformative way that seven courageous women
have changed their societies for the better — from peace-building, to fighting
corruption to combating violence against women.”

US SECRETARY OF STATE, HILLARY CLINTON

As the tour started out in 2009, the performances received unanimous praise, more
than doubling the size of expected audience that year.

At each venue a unique ensemble consisting of actors, politicians, students and
activists, performs the play, and numerous local and national NGO’s collaborates to
arrange panels, demonstrations, lectures and more.

Riksteatern, the Swedish National Touring Theatre, tours SEVEN as a series of
staged readings in Sweden. UNDP, United Nations Development Program, was the
main partner for the tour in 2009.

The project manager, Hedda Krausz Sjégren directs the collaboration with artistic
partners and NGO'’s, coaching hundreds of performers to date.



“The power of
theatre to change
the world”



SEVEN women

FARIDA AZIZI, AFGHANISTAN

Farida Azizi became an activist fighting the marginalization of women under
Taliban rule in her native country. Because of threats to her life, she has gained
asylum and now lives in the United States with her two children, working on
women’s rights and peacebuilding in Afghanistan.

INEZ MCCORMACK, NORTHERN IRELAND

Inez McCormack who grew up in a Protestant family in Belfast, did the
unthinkable and married a Catholic. Since the 60’ies she has been an activist
for women’s and human rights, labour, and social justice. She is former
President of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions. Ms. McCormack played a
critical role in the 1998 Good Friday Peace Accords and continues to advo-
cate for equal rights and fair labour practices for women and minorities.

MARINA PISKLAKOVA-PARKER, RUSSIA

In 1993, against tremendous odds, Marina Pisklakova-Parker founded the first
hotline for victims of domestic violence, which has since grown into Center
ANNA, part of a coalition that has provided crisis and counselling services for
100,000 Russian women.

ANNABELLA DE LEON, GUATEMALA

Annabella raised herself and her family out poverty by getting an education.

A congresswoman since 1995, she has has received death threats because of
her fight against corruption and for the rights of the poor, particularly women
and indigenous peoples.

MUKHTAR MAI, PAKISTAN

Mukhtar Mai was gang-raped by four men and forced to walk home almost
naked in retribution for an alleged “honour crime,” Ms. Mai and her harrowing
story grabbed headlines across the world. Instead of taking the traditional
women’s route of committing suicide, she brought her rapists to justice, built
schools to improve the condition of women, and became an advocate for
education in her country.

MU SOCHUA, CAMBODIA

Mu Sochua, a former Minister of Women’s Affairs in Cambodia (one of only
two women in the cabinet), was co-nomniated in 2005 for the Nobel Peace
Prize for her work against sex trafficking in Cambodia and neighbouring
Thailand. MP Mu Sochua, after door-to-door visits to 482 villages, won a seat
in Parliament in July, 2008.

HAFSAT ABIOLA, NIGERIA

Hafsat Abiola, Nigeria, an advocate for human rights and democracy fol-
lowing the murder of her activist parents, founded the Kudirat Initiative for
Democracy, which provides skills-training and leadership opportunities for
young women across Nigeria. She helps to build bridges between African and
Chinese women, as China increases its commitment in Africa.



RIKSTEATERN

- SWEDEN’S NATIONAL TOURING THEATRE

Your arena for creativity, development and participation

In SEVEN the national movement Riksteatern connects local initiatives with global
issues. Riksteatern counts over 40 000 members, organized in 230 associations
which jointly are the owners of Riksteatern. In the vision of Riksteatern, voted by
member representatives, a central wording reads: to create mental collisions in many
languages, setting thought and emotion in motion. As a result of the associations
involvement in local and global issues, Riksteatern collaborates with theatres and
NGO’s in Iraq, Iran, Palestine, Lebanon, Macedonia, Ghana, Turkey and Finland.

Riksteatern’s involvment internationally is mirrored by collaboration with large
immigrant groups in Sweden. Riksteatern offers a platform for education, creativity
and engagement. In our international collaborations Riksteatern offers methods of
communication and models for working locally with demorcracy, human rights and
freedom of speech - at home and away.

Diyarbakir Arts center and Riksteﬁern/T urkey/ : African Cinderella, collaboration with
Turkish association in Sweden." 3 National Theatre of Ghana.
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SEVEN in NUMBERS

10 regional theatres - in collaboration with the Riksteatern Tour.

100’eds of politicians, actors, and activists having stepped on to a stage to give their
voice to the women of SEVEN.

1 Oscar winning actress performing SEVEN - Meryl Streep in New York City in 2010.
1 Secretary of State giving an introductory speech - Hillary Clinton in New York City
in 2010.

1 Secretary of foreign aid giving an introductory speech — Gunilla Carlsson,
Stockholm, 2009.

60 + organizations and agencies involved around performances of SEVEN.

6 ministers of the Swedish cabinet performing SEVEN.

7 male politicians performing the seven women’s roles in Swedish Parliament.

5 countries included in the Riksteatern tour of Seven: Sweden, The Netherlands,
Turkey, Belgium and Nigeria.

SEVEN is a GAUNTLET

Riksteatern continues to invite collaborations with governmental institutions,
organizations, companies, universities and other theatres to bring SEVEN to a wider
audience. In December 2010 seven members of the EU parliament give their voice to
the women of SEVEN. Is your parliament next?

Seven Swedish parliamentarians reading

Seven at political summit Almedalen 2009.




Hillary Clinton, Inez McCormack and Meryl
Streep after SEVEN performance, March 2010.

Seven was created in collaboration with Vital Voices Global Partnership. Their mis-

sion is to identify, invest in and bring visibility to extraordinary women around the
world by unleashing their leadership potential to transform lives and accelerate
peace and prosperity in their communities. www.vitalvoices.org. There are many
more unspoken stories the world needs to hear. SEVEN is a call out to other brave
women to share their stories and realities. Will you tell us your story?

GET IN TOUCH WITH THE PROJECT:
See: www.riksteatern.se/seven
E-mail: hedda@hedda.nu

Hedda Produktion AB

delivers services within the areas of
communication/rhetoric and producing.
Hedda Krausz Sjégren, an actor, writer and
consultant based in Stockholm, Sweden,
received Riksteatern’s yearly prize 2009 for
her work with SEVEN including translating
the play as well as initiating and runnig the
national tour of SEVEN.

See: www.hedda.nu




HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON INTRODUCING SEVEN AT THE HUDSON THEATER MARCH 12, 2010 (NYC);



BARBARA WALTERS (THE VIEW), CANDACE BERGEN (SEX & THE CITY) ON THE CAMERA'S RUNWAY AND
DESIGNER DIANE VON FURSTENBERG BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE OF SEVEN



HILLARY AND CHELSEA WATCHING TINA BROWN (NEW YORKER/DAILY BEAST)












ACTRESS MERYL STREEP, INEZ, ARCHIE PANJABI (THE GOOD WIFE), FARIDA AZ1Z1 AND SHOHREH AGHDASHLOO
IN POST PERFORMANCE PANEL



Powerful Women's Fate

7 OKTOBER 2010 By Jonna Ingvarson jonna.ingvarson @ skd.se

Postadress: Box 165, 201 21 MALMO [SWEDEN]

ON THE SCENE. Schyman is a member of Congress from Guatemala and Ann Heberlein a minister in
Cambodia. An appalling and fascinating look at the fate of women took place in the AF building. There
was giggling and chatter in the AF-Guarantor Cafe on Wednesday night. But when the lights went out a
grave silence settled.

On stage are seven chairs, and in each chair sat a women’s liberation.

- “When we are eight years old, we know that a man can take us where he wants. It's like a vulture who
always fly above our heads.” Mukhtar Mai is a Pakistani woman who was subjected to gang rape in
retaliation for a crime of honor. But instead of traditionally taking her life, she takes the perpetrators to
justice and becomes a champion for young girls' education. - “In my country, poverty has the face of a
woman. They have less money, they take the most beating" says Fi-leader Gudrun Schyman Annabella de
Leon. She is a member of Congress from Guatemala living under constant death threats for her fight for
women's rights.

The play "Seven" is set up by the association's legal equality and equal treatment group. The aim is to
show how the power relationship between men and women is expressed in different parts of the world.

- “It is important to have a standard of critical debate within the law, and we hope that it starts with you,
"said organizer Sara Bengtson to the audience. Immediately after the play there was a discussion with
actors and audience together. - “We can say that we would do anything to improve the world. But it will
take longer than ten minutes. It will take us time, it costs more than dinner, it is too expensive. These
people gave their lives for something," says radio talkshow host Johanna Koljonen.
Artikel:http://www.skanskan.se/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=%2F20101007 % 2FNOJE%2F710079837 & Tem

plate=printart




Arresting the fate of women in the AF-
Building

Kultur & Noje / Culture & Entertainment
6 October 2010

It is important to get a feminist perspective on all courses at the university, according to Sara
Bengtsson and Ulrika Svallingson, who have invited the second party leader Gudrun Schyman and
radio announcer Johanna Koljonen to come to Lund to participate in the play SEVEN.

— “It is extremely important to talk about this," says Sara Bengtsson.

Mu Sochua, who comes from Cambodia, has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for her work
against trafficking and sex slavery. Farida Azizi has fought against the oppression of women in Taliban-
controlled Afghanistan. They are two of the seven women portrayed in the play SEVEN. It is Sarah
Bengtson and Ulrika Svallingson from a law student gender and equality group who have ensured that the
play comes to Lund.

—“We want to see lawyers in the roles to leverage that they have to change society, "says Sara.

The Swedish National Theatre toured with the play all last year. The seven women's fates that Seven is
based on are portrayed by different people each time. The play has mainly been played in Sweden, but has
also visited the New York City Women in the World Summit featuring Meryl Streep. In Lund's version,
party leader Gudrun Schyman and radio announcer Johanna Koljonen were cast in the roles. Sara
Bengtsson got the idea after seeing the play itself.

- “We had just discussed how the law is shaped by social norms, which in turn are shaped by the beliefs we
have about such gender roles,” she says. “Setting up Seven became a specific target in the work we do
with equality at law school.”

Open to all: Meanwhile, Sara and Ulrika very careful to point out that they not only want to have lawyers
in the audience. — “It is important to get perspective on legal education, but equally important to obtain
input and participation from other professions, "says Ulrich. — “In the debate held after the play, we want
to see the diversity of those in the audience involved,” Sara fills in.

Almost sold out The two law students are very pleased with the great interest that the piece has attracted as
the event is almost sold out. — “It is extremely important to talk about this, so it is good to have as many
people as possible watch the show, "says Sara Bengtsson.

Artikel: http://lundagard.se/2010/10/06/gripande-kvinnooden-i-af-borgen/

Radioinslag: (34 min video in i programmet)
http://radio.af.lu.se/program/ordkonst/848-1210-forfattarmotivationer

Artikel: http://www.newsmill.se/artikel /2010/10/12 /matriarkatet-och-illusionen-
om-j-mst-lldheten#comments
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September 23, 2010 Arts & Culture (ISTANBUL, TURKEY)
Seven women activists’ stories told on the stage

A documentary play titled “Seven” claims to be able to change the world. However, it is not only the play
that claims to change the world, it is merely the reflection of the changes realized by seven courageous
women from seven different countries around the world.

Based on interviews with seven female activists and
depicting their stories, “Seven” has been performed all
over the world since 2007 and garnered much interest.
Whereas the American version of the play was presented
by Hillary Clinton and the famous Hollywood actress
Meryl Streep played the role of North Irish activist Inez
McCormack, it has been performed on 40 different stages
by the Swedish National Tour Theatre Riksteatern since
2009.

The characters have been brought to life by 200 different

individuals, among which there are ministers, actresses,

parliamentarians and other prominent figures. What is

more striking about the influence of the play is that it has

been performed by male parliamentarians in the Swedish parliament -- highlighting the importance and the
urgency of addressing the violation of women’s rights.

The documentary play, presented with the subtitle “the power of changing the world,” has its Turkish
premiere this week through a joint effort by the Sweden Institute, the Istanbul Swedish Consulate and
Riksteatern at the Muammer Karaca Theatre in Beyoglu. Turkish artists, activists and writers taking part in
tonight’s Turkish premiere of “Seven” are lawyer Fethiye Cetin, who plays Inez McCormack; journalist
Ece Temelkuran as Hafsat Abiola; actresses Lale Mansur, Belcim Bilgin Erdogan and Fiisun Demirel as
Annabella De Leon, Muhtar Mai and Mu Sochua, respectively. Another well-known actress, Zeynep
Eronat, plays Marina Pisklakova-Parker, while singer Sevval Sam plays Farida Azizi.

“It’s a fact that the oppression of women is really present everywhere in any society,” says Hedda Krausz
Sjogren, the producer of the play, in an interview with Today’s Zaman. “These women are coming from
seven different countries, different cultures but in some ways, they are very similar. Even the Swedish
audience was very affected because the problems are there, too, and it’s not just in other countries nobody
else is concerned with.” So, for Sjogren this is where the message of the play lays. “The message is ‘Get

EIEE)

engaged and start looking at your society and around yourself and change something’.

“Wherever we shall be in this world, people are subjected to racist and discriminatory treatment,” says
Cetin, a lawyer also known for her advocacy of human and minority rights and her support of the Hrant
Dink trial. “I was deeply impressed because this is a crime committed in every place of the world and what
women experience is the same.”

The seven female activists are connected through a network called “Vital Voices Global Partnership”
where emerging female leaders that are in very difficult situations can find support. “It is through this
network that these seven women were picked,” explains Sjogren about the process of how the play was
formed. “I was with Marina Pisklakova, one of the women that were portrayed in the play -- she was
coming along with the tour -- and she would always talk with the audience afterwards saying: ‘Yes, we
were picked; we were picked because there are so many of us out there in the world. It’s not me in



particular, but I’ve many sisters who are also doing the work that I’ve been doing.” So, in many ways
they’re the symbols for so many people who are doing this kind of work.”

Many lessons for Turkey

“This is the fact in terms of women, but it is not only the women who are oppressed, but all human beings,”
says Cetin. “Especially in Turkey, minorities and people who are different in this country face the same
pressures. There’s not only state discrimination against individuals, but also the discrimination of
individuals against each other; so that’s why I saw an analogy between this play and Turkey. What we must
do is to stand against all the racism, discrimination and violence.”

“It is very significant that it’s being performed in Turkey,” says Demirel, the actress and interpreter who
has translated more than 25 plays by Dario Fo and Franca Rame into Turkish. “Women’s rights are still an
issue that must be discussed a lot in Turkey. I wish the play could reach a broader audience. Because when
we look at the newspapers everyday, we see those stories of women being abused, raped and killed. On the
other hand, these issues are being presented in a very perverted way, especially by television series, and
that hurts me a lot. Think about a society where infamous movie characters played by the likes of Nuri
Algo or Coskun Gogen [dubbed ‘Cogkun the rapist’ for his portrayals of rapists in several Turkish movies]
can be considered heroes.”

“It is a fact that a similar play can be written for Turkey as well,” indicates Temelkuran. “I think we can do
a play like this in Turkey with seven women. I’'m sure there’ll be thousands of women who would like to be
the voice of seven women contributing to the struggle in Turkey.” When such cases in Turkey, and the
way such cases are being presented, are taken into consideration, the critical question comes to mind: What
should the method be to convey these cases to society, especially when it’s art?

“It should never be forgotten that people who have been subjected to such treatment are also human
beings,” says Cetin. “We should approach them with a humanitarian perspective, and let those victims
speak for themselves and create an available space for them to speak. And the critical point here is to
understand through a humanitarian perspective and not to forget that they are human beings as well.”

“A work of art should foresee the problems of society,” says Demirel, “and an artist reflects those problems
in his/her artwork and guides people in this respect. Art should make people ask real questions.”

“Honest language should be used, a language that is also used by women in their own lives,” says
Temelkuran. “If you curve and bend that language, then a weird situation results. The stories should be told
in the way these women experienced them in real life. And I think this makes it more powerful, since it is
real.”

Sjogren’s explanation as to why the play has been so influential seems to confirm these suggestions. “I
think it’s because it’s inspiring. The stories are very tough; these women go through tough things but
they’ve all managed to change their situation. Why do they do that? There are different reasons but when
you come out the play, you feel like it’s time to do something, not just stay depressed about the state of the
world,” she says, and adds: “For me, it’s changing my life. And women here in Istanbul are already very
engaged in these issues.”

23.09.2010
Arts & Culture

HATICE AHSEN UTKU

Daily Headquarters:

Ahmet Taner Kislali Cad. No: 6

34194 Yenibosna, ISTANBUL TURKEY
Phone : +90 212 454 1 444

Fax : +90 212 454 14 97

Web Address:

http://www .todayszaman.com




Viv

Seven Jordanian personalities get together to
read the words of seven women activists
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“WHEN MEN
AND WOMEN
WORK
TOGETHER

FOR GENDER
EQUALITY,
THEY BENEFIT
TOGETHER”

SEVEN WOME

FEATURE: WENDY MERDIAN

weden’s ambassador to Jordan, Charlotta Sparre,

believes that improving women'’s rights should

be a priority everywhere. As such, this Autumn

she was delighted to help bring the theatre

production SEVEN, to Amman. The theatre
presentation brings the words of women’s rights activists from
Afghanistan, Northern Ireland, Russia, Guatemala, Cambodia
and Jordan to the stage.

“SEVEN reflects the lives of women currently living
in different parts of the world, yet with sad similarities,”
Charlotta says. “World over, they encounter discrimination,
domestic violence and poverty, but somehow manage
to overcome and emerge stronger, and make a positive
contribution. When women are not participating, all society
loses, especially in these difficult socio-economic times.”

She heard about SEVEN some years ago when it was getting
alot of media attention in Sweden. When its producer Hedda
Krausz Sjogren came to Jordan for a leadership training event,
she and Charlotta met with Jordanian actress and producer

38

Lana Nasser to talk about bringing SEVEN to Jordan for its
first Arabic performance. Charlotta also participated, and was
deeply moved. “The first time we read together it was hard to
keep back the tears. On a personal level, it was a very powerful,
humbling experience,” she says. “I used to be involved in
theatre and drama, and then life got busy. SEVEN revived all
kinds of wonderful memories.”

VIVMAG caught up with some of the other players
involved. Film producer Nadine Toukan describes herself as
a “maverick” who “wanders around finding storytellers with
authentic voices”. She read the part of Nigerian human rights
activist Hafsat Abiola.

“Lana and Hedda asked me to read one of the parts and 1
had to get out of my comfort zone for it,” Nadine says. “The
reading took me out of the tight view of my own backyard to
look through a wider lens.”

Nadine hopes SEVEN encourages Jordanian storytellers
to share their remarkable journeys, but not just for women I
hope they include the vital role of the men in their lives. Such



stories allow us to find collective hope and ways to transform
that into inspired action,” she says.

Nabila Morcos Abdel Massich, former Jordan chapter
president of the International Women’s Forum read the part
of Afghan women’s rights activist Farida Azizi. Faridah is
well known for defying the Taliban and organising medical
assistance for women in rural areas of Afghanistan.

For Nabila, who has over 20 years of experience in human
resources development and human rights-related activism, the
role had a lasting impact. “SEVEN lived with me, and I could
not get the voices out of my head,” she says, “The emotion that
pulled me was a feeling of defiance against authoritarianism. |
hope that we can take it to the governorates to raise the level of
awareness.”

Al Balad Theatre employee Razan Mbaideen read the part of
Cambodia’s Mo Sochua, and took over the role after another
reader cancelled. Mo was co-nominated for a 2005 Nobel
Peace Prize for her work against sex trafficking in Cambodia
and Thailand. Razan recounted her experience: “It is a very
painful, strong story. I entered it with anger at those who
force children to become sex workers. We need to defend the
victims.”

The lone male reader of the show’s Jordan run was blogger
and frequent tweeter Fadi Zaghmout. In 2012 he published
a controversial book about women in Jordan called
“Aroos Amman”. In SEVEN, he took the role of “THE EMOTION
Marina Parker, a Russian anti-violence activist. “It THAT PULLED ME
meant a lot to me, taking a woman activist role. WAS A FEELING OF
couldn’t feel more proud being part of such a group,” DEFIANCE AGAINST
he says “The story of the young Nigerian girl who AUTHORITARIANISM.
escaped her family who wanted to marry her off to a | HOPE WE CAN
rich old Saudi man was a lot like one of the characters TAKE IT TO THE
in my book. After two years she reconciled with her GOVERNORATES TO
father, who had stood up for her against their society’s RAISE THE LEVEL OI’:,
expectations. That is when I realised that such men AWARENESS
need our support; other men need to be encouraged to take
such stands for the ones they love.” Hedda says after working
with SEVEN for over four years, she sometimes feels tired

First on the left: Russiananti-violence activi
%, A

Swedish Ambassador to Jordan Charlottg,

but the Jordanian production was invigorating and gave her Sparre and Jordanian actress and producar =
new energy in the fight for women’s rights. “The incredible Lana Nase o -

commitment of the cast, especially the youngest member, 1

Razan, who got on stage with older, established people, and Cambodian activist Mu Sochua

owned her story,” Hedda says, “this was deeply moving to me.”

Hedda’s next destination will be the Balkans, a region just
emerging from years of conflict and a place where violence
against women can be a taboo subject. Lana for her part will
continue to bring SEVEN to other parts of Jordan. Following
the presentation, there was an open discussion on gender
equality at Al Balad Theatre and Charlotta says this proved for
her what a profound impact the production had. “We spoke of
how each of us has encountered inequality personally, not just
as a rights issue.

One crucial message was that 30 per cent of the attendees
were men. The men were all deeply taken by the stories.
When men and women work together for gender equality,
they benefit together,” she says. “One young man, a nurse in a
hospital, came to me and said “You really need to do something
like this with local stories. I see so many women admitted who
are beaten. Seeing them leaves me with a heavy stone in my
stomach.” The men were surprised here, maybe they don’t hear
the stories... theatre provides a locus for their voices.”

39
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WATCH OUT THESE WOMEN
MEAN BUSINESS

MAIL TODAY

AND

SHABHANA LEADS THE TALENT
POWERHOUSE THAT IS SET TO
DAZZLE CITY’S STAGE

WOMEN NEED TO REACH OUT
TO FORM PARTNERSHIPS
ACROSS SECTORS

REGIONAL SUMMIT TO DICUSS
WOMEN AS AN ECONOMIC
FORCE

THE HINDU BUSINESS LINE

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES
SHABHANA DOES A MERYL

STREEP

PLAY TIME FOR AZMI TIMES OF INDIA

RETIREMENT? AH!

Mail Today is a daily newspaper published
by the India Today Group in a joint venture
with British newspaper Daily Mail (which is
part of the Associated Newspapers Group).
Established in 2007, the paper covers topics
ranging from politics, entertainment,
cinema, automobiles, and fashion and
lifestyle stories.

The Hindu, is an English language Indian
Daily with a circulation of 1.45 million. And
is the second-largest circulated daily
English Newspaper in India. According to
the Indian Readership Survey, The Hindu is
the third most widely read English
newspaper in India with a readership of 5.2
million. It has the largest base of circulation
in South India, especially in the state of
Tamil Nadu.

The Hindu Business Line is one of India’s
leading business daily, published by Kasturi
& Sons, the publishers of Indian daily The
Hindu. Published as a broadsheet, the
newspaper has a circulation of around
130,000 copies.

Hindustan Times (HT) is India’s oldest
English daily newspaperin the year 1924.
The newspaper reported with over 1.14
million circulation. Hindustan Times is the
flagship publication of HT Media Ltd. This
also publishes Mint (English  business
daily), Hindustan (HindiDaily), Nandan (mo

nthly children’s magazine) and Kadambani
(monthly literary magazine).

The Times of India (TOIl) is an English-
language broadsheet newspaper that is
widely read throughout India. It is owned
and managed by Bennett, Coleman & Co.
Ltd. According to the Indian Readership
Survey 2010, the Times of India is the most
widely read English newspaper in India with

3




THE VITAL ROLE THAT WOMEN
CAN PLAY

NEW INITIATIVES TO COMBAT
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
AND TRAFFICKING

INDIA HAS DONE A LOT FOR
UPLIFTING WOMEN: ROEMER

THREE-DAY ASIAN WOMEN'S
SUMMIT OPENS IN CAPITAL

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

FACENFACTS

a readership of 13.4 million. This ranks
the Times of Indiaas the top English
newspaper in India by readership.

Mintis a business newspaper from HT
Media Ltd, launched in collaboration
with The Wall Street Journal. It is a
premium business news publication aimed
at decision makers and policy makers of the
country and it is the first newspaper
inIndiato be published in the Berliner
format. The design of the Mint newspaper
is geared towards presenting business and
financial information in a compact format.

UNI is one of the largest news agencies in
Asia. UNI has acquired an enviable
reputation for fast and accurate coverage
of all major news events in India and
abroad in all areas — politics, economics,
business, sports, entertainment, stock
markets and so on.

Press Trust of Indiais the largest news
agency in India. It is headquartered
in Delhi and is
a nonprofit cooperative among more than
450 Indian newspapers and has a staff of
about 2,000 writers spread across 150
offices nationwide. It took over the Indian
operations of the Associated
Press and Reuters soon after India's
independence on August 15, 1947. It
provides news coverage and information of
the region in both English and Hindi.

Indo Asian News Service or IANS is India's -
largest private news agency.

The IANS, whose main offices are located
in New Dehli, has carved a niche for itself
by reporting on India, South Asia and the
large Indian diaspora spread across the
world. IANS' USP remains the coverage of
the Indian diaspora, numbering about 25
million in 110 countries.

FacenFacts is a unique e-portal that
4




KEY TO COUNTRY’S PROGRESS

VITAL VOICES ANNOUNCES
NEW INITIATIVES FOR WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT

ROLE OF WOMEN IN
UNORGANISED SECTOR IS
SIGNIFICANT: THORAT

ZEE BUSINESS

A VITAL VOICE ON WOMEN IN
INDIA

Wall Street Journal

presents the faces and the facts associated
with it to its subscribers. The design gives
an all encompassing feel of a newspaper, a
magazine and a journal, all clubbed into
one. Each issue of FacenFacts focuses on a
fixed topic that makes its lead story. It
endeavours to provide deeply researched
and detailed account of all the articles
covered in our issues. It also purports to
serve as a reference material, useful for
researchers, scholars, journalists, policy
makers, academicians, students and
anyone interested in that subject.

Zee Business is India’s business news
channel aired in Hindi language. The
channel has redefined business news by its
innovative programming and path breaking
strategy of making business news a 24/7
activity and not just limited to the stock
market. Zee Business has won the coveted
Consumer World Awards for the ‘Best
Business News Channel’ for two years
running. The channel has the most diverse
programming  portfolio  which has
positioned it as a channel of choice
amongst viewers. By speaking a language of
the masses, Zee Business is a preferred
channel for business news in India.

The Wall Street Journal is an
American English-language international
daily newspaper published by Dow Jones &
Company, a division ofNews Corporation, in
New York City,
with Asian and European editions.

The Journal is the largest newspaper in the
United States by circulation. According to
the Audit Bureau of Circulations, it has a
circulation of 2.1 million copies (including
400,000 online paid subscriptions) as of
March 2010] compared to USA Today's
1.8 million.
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http://ibnlive.in.com/generalnewsfeed/news/asia-womens-leadership-meet-from-sep-14-24-nations-to-

attend/315115.html



http://ibnlive.in.com/generalnewsfeed/news/asia-womens-leadership-meet-from-sep-14-24-nations-to-attend/315115.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/generalnewsfeed/news/asia-womens-leadership-meet-from-sep-14-24-nations-to-attend/315115.html

http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2010/09/13/a-vital-voice-on-women-in-india/



http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/2010/09/13/a-vital-voice-on-women-in-india/

15



16



http://www.deccanherald.com/content/96674/three-day-asian-womens-summit.html|



http://www.deccanherald.com/content/96674/three-day-asian-womens-summit.html

http://www.desiclub.com/bollywood/bollywood features/bolly article.cfm?id=1747



http://www.desiclub.com/bollywood/bollywood_features/bolly_article.cfm?id=1747

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report us-ambassador-praises-sheila-dikshit 1438369



http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report_us-ambassador-praises-sheila-dikshit_1438369

http://www.facenfacts.com/NewsDetails/377/women



http://www.facenfacts.com/NewsDetails/377/women

http://headlinesindia.mapsofindia.com/state-news/delhi/threeday-asian-womens-summit-opens-
in-delhi-63295.html



http://headlinesindia.mapsofindia.com/state-news/delhi/threeday-asian-womens-summit-opens-in-delhi-63295.html
http://headlinesindia.mapsofindia.com/state-news/delhi/threeday-asian-womens-summit-opens-in-delhi-63295.html

http://www.india-forums.com/news/national/276939-three-day-asian-women-summit-opens-in-

capital.htm



http://www.india-forums.com/news/national/276939-three-day-asian-women-summit-opens-in-capital.htm
http://www.india-forums.com/news/national/276939-three-day-asian-women-summit-opens-in-capital.htm

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-has-done-a-lot-for-uplifting-women-roemer/682154/



http://www.indianexpress.com/news/india-has-done-a-lot-for-uplifting-women-roemer/682154/

http://news.in.msn.com/national/article.aspx?cp-documentid=4387165



http://news.in.msn.com/national/article.aspx?cp-documentid=4387165

http://www.nerve.in/news:253500339339



http://www.nerve.in/news:253500339339

http://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?693564



http://news.outlookindia.com/item.aspx?693564

http://topinews.com/mainstream/2010/09/15/three-day-asian-womens-summit-opens-in-

capital/34117/



http://topinews.com/mainstream/2010/09/15/three-day-asian-womens-summit-opens-in-capital/34117/
http://topinews.com/mainstream/2010/09/15/three-day-asian-womens-summit-opens-in-capital/34117/

http://in.news.yahoo.com/48/20100916/804/tnl-india-has-done-a-lot-for-uplifting-w_1.html



http://in.news.yahoo.com/48/20100916/804/tnl-india-has-done-a-lot-for-uplifting-w_1.html

http://news.webindial23.com/news/Articles/India/20100915/1587746.html



http://news.webindia123.com/news/Articles/India/20100915/1587746.html

http://biz.zeenews.com/news/news content.aspx?newscatid=1&newsid=13293



http://biz.zeenews.com/news/news_content.aspx?newscatid=1&newsid=13293
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http://humanitariannews.org/20100917/seven-staged-delhi-closing-day-vital-voices-asia-summit



http://humanitariannews.org/20100917/seven-staged-delhi-closing-day-vital-voices-asia-summit

http://www.facenfacts.com/NewsDetails/403/vital-voices-announces-new-initiatives-for-women-

empowerment.htm



http://www.facenfacts.com/NewsDetails/403/vital-voices-announces-new-initiatives-for-women-empowerment.htm
http://www.facenfacts.com/NewsDetails/403/vital-voices-announces-new-initiatives-for-women-empowerment.htm

http://humanitariannews.org/20100917/seven-staged-delhi-closing-day-vital-voices-asia-summit



http://humanitariannews.org/20100917/seven-staged-delhi-closing-day-vital-voices-asia-summit

JOURNALIST SPOKESPERSON

Financial Times Special Correspondent Anjali Raval Fixed interaction with Kiran
Bedi / Beth Brooke. However,
the journalist is not filing the

story. Missed Opportunity

Times of India Senior Asst.Editor Nandita Sengupta Ambassador Melanee Verveer /
Charm Tong / lvy Josiah/ Pacita
Juan / Mary Shnack

Women'’s Features Special Correspondent Swapna Majumdar  Charm Tong / Ivy Josiah/ Pacita
Service Juan / Mary Shnack

Sub Editor cum Reporter Ila Sankrityayan Zain Verjee

Entrepreneur Senior Feature Writer Pran Borpujari Bharti Gupta Ramola/ Alyse
Nelson / Noa Meyer

Hindustan Times Senior Associate Editor Lalita Panicker Ambassador Melanee Verveer
Hindu Business Line Senior Business Journalist Chitra Narayan Maria Pena

Business Today Associate Editor Shalini Dagar Alyse Nelson / Bharti Gupta

Ramola / Tara Thiagarajan / Mu
Sochua / Pacita Juan

Networkl Media News Consulting Editor Arnab Banerjee Shabhana Azmi and all other
Agency actors / producer, director /
Carol Kurzig Avon / Alyse
Nelson Vital Voices




MEDIA WHO ATTENDED THE ROUND TABLE ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2010

PUBLICATION JOURNALIST
Entrepreneur Tanzoon Ahmed
Sangeeta Taurus
Indian Age Santhosh Mehta
Associated Press TV Vineeta Deepak
The Hindu Business Line Chitra Narayan
Indian Express Shubhrajit Roy
Mail Today Haimanthi Mukerjee
MINT Seema Chowdhury
Society Meeta Misra

Sunday Tribune Sonia Bakshi

UNI




MEDIA WHO ATTENDED THE SUMMIT AND SEVEN

SEPTEMBER 15 - SEPTEMBER 17, 2010

PUBLICATION JOURNALIST
MAINLINES AND FINANCIALS
Pioneer lla Sankrityayan
Financial Times Anjali Raval
Women'’s Feature Service Swapna Majumdar
Times of India Nandita Sengupt
The Hindu Arati Dhar
HT City Akrushi
The Hindu Business Line Chitra Narayan
MINT Seema Chowdhury
Delhi Times Diksha Komra

Indian Express Shubhra Gupta

Umesh Singh
Bijay Patel
Manoj
Mansh
Pranjal Bhuyan
Reuters CJ Kuncrusia
Devi Dutta

Newswire 18 Neha Arora




Ticker News

Dow Jones
Bloomberg

Face and Facts.com

TV CHANNELS

NDTV Profit

Zee Business

Focus TV

MAGAZINES

Entrepreneur

Ever Times
India Today- Good House Keeping

India Today

Madhu
Shiva Lingam
Ritambhara Shastri
Mukesh Jagota
Unni Krishnan
Priti Prakash

Arnab Banerjee

Faizan Khan
Reema Sharma
Kitty Behel

Rijo Jacob

Tanzoon Ahmed
Pran Bhozpujari
Shaimak Banerjee
Kalpana Yuvraj
Mohini

Kruthika Rao
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Foundation 70 END VIOLENCE
for Women acainst WOMEN

Queridos Amigos,

Avon y Avon Foundation for Women se enorgullecen de asociarse con Vital Voices Global
Partnership para presentarles esta noche una obra teatral de cardcter documental, SIETE
(Seven, en su titulo original). Esta obra teatral innovadora - que cuenta la historia de siete
s - es la

mujeres que han superado obstdculos tremendos para lograr cambios en sus pais
més reciente colaboracién entre Avon y Vital Voices para empoderar a méas de mil millones
de mujeres en todo el mundo, cuyas vidas estan limitadas, amenazadas y, muy a menudo,
libradas a la violencia.

En marzo de 2010, Avon Foundation for Women, Vital Voices y el Departamento de Estado

de los Estados Unidos crearon la Alianza Global para Poner Fin a la Violencia contra las
Mugeres (The Global Partnership to End Violence Against Women). En una cumbre de tres
dias celebrada en Washington, DC., se reunieron 15 delegaciones de pafses compuestas por
lideres de diversos sectores para compartir impresiones, prestar colaboracién y buscar
maneras de superar las desafiantes realidades culturales que han sido barreras para el
progreso.

La determinacién de Avon de formar parte de la solucién para poner fin a la violencia
contra las mujeres surge a partir de su compromiso fundador hace casi 125 anos de ofrecer
a las mujeres la oportunidad de generar un ingreso independiente - 34 afios antes, habian
ganado el de
mujeres se refleja en nuestra dedicacién filantrépica para apoyar las causas que més preocu-
pan a las mujeres. Desde 1955, Avon y la Avon Foundation for Women ha otorgado més de
725 millones de délares en mas de 50 paises, lo que hace que seamos la mayor compaiiia

o de votar en los Estados Unidos. Nuestra historia en el empoderamiento de

afiliada a la accién social, dedicada enteramente a las causas de las mujeres en el mundo.
Con una larga historia de apoyo en la investigacién del cancer de mamas y acceso al cuidado,
lanzamos el programa Alza la Voz contra la Violencia Doméstica (Speak Out Against Domes-
tic Violence) en 2004 para enfrentar esta alarmante epidemia. Desde entonces nuestro
programa se ha extendido a més de 50 paises en donde tenemos presencia, y hemos destinado
més de 30 millones de délares a esta causa. Los lideres de Avon en América Latina han sido
pioneros de este programa, incluyendo los innovadores esfuerzos de prevencién y concienti-
zacién en Argentina y Colombia, un exitoso concurso de cortos sobre violencia doméstica en
México, y el apoyo en la implementacién del Acta Maria da Penha en Brasil.

Nos enorgullece colaborar otra vez esta noche con Vital Voices para incrementar la
conciencia respecto de los desafios que enfrentan las mujeres en todo el mundo que son

victimas de la violencia. Juntos, debemos trabajar para asegurar un mafiana mejor y méas

)
seguro para las mujeres y sus familias en todo el mundo.
El espectdculo de esta noche, SIETE, es un paso en ese viaje.

Atentamente,
Andrea Jung Carol Kurzig
Presidente y CEO Presidente

Avon Products, Inc Avon Foundation for Women
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El afio 2010 marca el 15° aniversario de la Cuarta Conferencia Mundial de Nacio-
nes Unidas sobre la Mujer, que tuvo lugar en Beijing. Desde 1995, se han realizado
muchos avances en el area de los derechos de la mujer y el empoderamiento econo-
mico; no obstante, las mujeres en todo el mundo atn contintan su lucha por la paz
v la seguridad en sus hogares y comunidades.

Con el objetivo de crear nuevas estrategias para poner fin a esta epidemia arraiga-
da, Vital Voices Global Partnership y Avon Foundation for Women crearon la Alian-
za Global para Poner Fin a la Violencia contra la Mujer (The Global Partnership to
End Violence Against Women), una asociacion publico-privada entre Avon Founda-
tion for Women, Vital Voices Global Partnership y el Departamento de Estado de los
Estados Unidos.

[La Alianza Global para Poner Fin a la Violencia Contra la Mujer fue lanzada el Dia
[nternacional de la Mujer, en Marzo de 2010, con una cumbre mundial en
Washington, DC. La cumbre reunié delegaciones de expertos de 15 paises, con
representantes de las areas de negocios, gubernamental, justicia y ONGs. En la
actualidad, estos lideres contintan desarrollando soluciones innovadoras para
tratar el creciente desafio global de la violencia contra la mujer, incluyendo los tres
delitos mas perversos cometidos contra ella — violencia doméstica, ataque sexual
(que incluye la violacion como arma de guerra) y la trata de personas.

Para tomar las ideas tratadas en la cambre y ponerlas en accion en todo el mundo,
Vital Voices y Avon Fundation for Women estan desarrollando campaiias de procura-
cion que seran lanzadas en India y Argentina. La presentacion de la extraordinaria
obra documental. SIETE, basada en la vida de siete valientes mujeres que son parte
de la red de Vital Voices Global Partnership lanzara las campanas y servira como un
foro de discusion sobre los temas principales que se destacan en la obra, tales como la
violencia doméstica y la violencia contra la mujer.

El poder transformador del teatro y las atractivas historias descriptas en SIETE
serviran de punto de partida para inspirar energia renovada y dar impulso para
ayudar a poner fin a la violencia contra la mujer.

Al realizar una inversion significativa en la capacidad de 15 paises criticos, esta
alianza innovadora busca revertir la ola de violencia que se ha incrementado
constantemente durante los tltimos 15 anos y crear un mundo mas seguro para
nuestras madres, hijas, hermanas y amigas.
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VITAL VOICES Foundation
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP for Women

Presenta

(Titulo Original: “SEVENT)

de Paula Cizmar, Catherine Filloux, Gail Kriegel, Carol Mack,
Ruth Margraff, Anna Deavere Smith y Susan Yankowitz

en version de Fernando Masllorens y Federico Gonzalez del Pino

Con una introduccién realizada por Carol Kurzig,
Presidente, Avon Foundation for Women

HAFSAT ABIOLA, Nigeria... Maria Socas

Por Anna Deavere Smith

FARIDA AZIZI, Afganistan... Muriel Santa Ana
Por Ruth Margraff

ANABELLA DE LEON, Guatemala... Hilda Bernard
Por Gail Kriegel
INEZ McCORMACK, Irlanda del Norte... Veronica Llinas
Por Carol Mack
MUKHTARAN MALI, Pakistan... Silvana Sosto
Por Susan Yankowitz
MU SOCHUA, Cambodia... Graciela Dufau
Por Catherine Filloux

MARINA PISKLAKOVA — PARKER, Rusia... Carola Reyna

Por Paula Cizmar
Con la participacion de Cecilia Massa

Dirigida por
Teresa Costantini

Diseiio de iluminacion Supervision de Produccion
Gonzalo Cordova Sebastian Wasersztrom
Disefio de Sonido Disefio de Vestuario

Carlos Abbate Fabian Zitta

Esta obra se presenta en este pais a través de: The MARTON AGENCY, Inc., New York y la
AGENCIA LITERARIA F & E Fernando MASLLORENS & Federico GONZALEZ, del PINO,

Buenos Aires
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La Fundacién Avon, tiene como misién constituir un espacio institucional de excelencia que
promueva efectivas posibilidades de realizacién personal y profesional para todas las mujeres.

Trabaja para defender los derechos de la mujer y cuidar su integridad fisica, emocional y social
a través del programa Alza la voz contra la violencia doméstica. Genera acciones de
concientizacién y promocion de la salud, a través de la Cruzada por la Lucha contra el
Céncer de Mama. Reconoce y premia a las mujeres que lideran proyectos sociales y solidarios
en todo el pafs y propone espacios de crecimiento laboral a través de la capacitacion y

formacién profesional.

En 11 anos, més de 200.000 mujeres en todo el pafs, han sido parte de las acciones que lleva
adelante la Fundaciéon Avon en Argentina, permitiendo hacer realidad el proyecto original, de
crear un espacio de desarrollo para la mujer en todos sus ambitos, favoreciendo su promo-
¢ién, participacion e inclusion social y mejorando su calidad de vida.

www.fundacionavon.org.ar

VOCES VITALES

ARGENTINA
Bajo la misién de fortalecer el liderazgo de las mujeres en nuestro pafs, Voces Vitales Argenti-
na realiza desde 2009 actividades inspiradas en los programas internacionales de Vital Voices
Global Partnership.

A través de actividades de mentoreo y capacitacion, fortalece a la nueva generacién de lideres,
a fin de impulsar el desarrollo conjunto, y genera espacios de conexién con mujeres lideres de
todos los &mbitos a fin de promover el intercambio de informacién y experiencias, crear
oportunidades, e impulsar el rol de la mujer como agente de cambio.

http://vocesvitalesargentina.bligoo.com/

La Fundacién Arte Vivo es una organizacion sin fines de lucro que fue creada por Teresa
Costantini en 1997 Desde entonces trabaja en la Argentina con la misién de alentar y
potenciar el desarrollo de la investigacidn y difusién de diversas expresiones artisticas, cultura-
les y educativas, con un acento en el lenguaje audiovisual, el cine y el teatro. Sus principales
objetivos son la integracién cultural, la formacidn, la cooperacidn interinstitucional y la

promocién artistica.

www.a rtevivo.o rg.ar
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siete

Historias reales de siete mujeres valientes

&

VOCES VITALES fundaciona v o N

ARGENTINA

Con la participacion especial de:

ADHESIONES INSTITUCIONALES Y AGRADECIMIENTOS

Este evento cuenta con el aval de las siguientes instituciones:

EMBAJADA DE EE.UU.

BUENOS AIRES
L] {;/ @ \:’ Fondo de Desarrollo de las Naciones Unidas para la Mujer \\‘V
{ ),
unicer's IFEMTs)
3
<

parte de ONU Mujeres %\

Agradecimientos:

—Fn "
1 1

DOMINIO DEL PLATA
WINERY

FABIAN ZITTA

Laura Florencia Moreno Sebastian Fernandez
Make-up Estilista



March 1, 2011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Malik Gillani, Executive Director

Silk Road Theatre Project (312) 857-1234 ext. 202 malik@srtp.org

Silk Road Theatre Project's Al Kasida Staged Reading Series Presents SEVEN, a documentary play
written by Ruth Margraff, Paula Cizmar, Catherine Filloux, Gail Kriegel, Carol K. Mack, Anna
Deveare-Smith and Susan Yankowitz. Directed by Kimberly Senior and featuring Adrienne
Curry, Ilana Faust, Barbara Figgins, Cheryl Hamada, Mildred Langford, Mouzam Makkar, and
Amira Sabbagh

WHEN: Friday, April 1 at 8:00pm

WHERE: Silk Road Theatre Project at The Historic Chicago Temple Building, 77 W.
Washington St., Pierce Hall, Chicago www.srtp.org

RESERVATIONS are SOLD OUT. With this invitation we will provide one complimentary
ticket reserved in your name as a VIP for this special invitation as our invited guest.

SEVEN is a groundbreaking documentary play based on interviews with seven

women'’s rights activists from seven countries around the world - Afghanistan, Cambodia,
Guatemala, Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, and Russia. The interviews were conducted by
seven award-winning women playwrights - Ruth Margraff, Paula Cizmar, Catherine Filloux, Gail
Kriegel, Carol K. Mack, Anna Deveare-Smith and Susan Yankowitz. SEVEN was created in
collaboration with Vital Voices Global Partnership. See: http://www.seventheplay.com

“The play powerfully portrays the transformative way that seven courageous women have changed
their societies for the better — from peace-building, to fighting corruption to combating violence
against women.” ~US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton~

PERFORMANCE HISTORY

SEVEN opened in New York City at the 92nd Street Y on January 21, 2008. It has been performed
all over the world including performances in Aspen, Boston, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, and
Washington, DC (USA) and international performances in ABUJA (NIGERIA), BRUSSELS
(BELGIUM), BUENOS AIRES (ARGENTINA), DEAUVILLE (FRANCE), ISTANBUL (TURKEY),
LONDON (UK), NEW DELHI (INDIA), GENEVA (SWITZERLAND), and several Swedish national
tours including THE HAGUE, STOCKHOLM (SWEDEN). In March 2010 SEVEN opened the
Women in the World Conference in New York City at the Hudson Theater sponsored by Tina
Brown (The Daily Beast) and Vital Voices and introduced by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton. SEVEN is currently touring to VANERSBORG, ULRICEHAMN, STOCKHOLM, KINDA,
GOTHENBURG (SWEDEN), DURHAM, LEEDS (UK), HELSINKI (FINLAND), ANKARA (TURKEY),
etc. http://www.sevenwomen.se/en/uppsattningen/turneplan

SRTP will present a second enhanced staged reading of SEVEN on April 2,2011 at 8:00pm at
the Gene Siskel Film Center as part of The 16th Annual Chicago Asian American Showcase
presented by The Foundation for Asian American Independent Media and The Gene Siskel Film
Center. For more information visit: www.faaim.org




London's National theaters, offered a fierce portrayal of Irish
activist Inez McCormack. All the distinctive performers bristled
with purpose, even Mahira Kakkar as Mukhtaran Mai, the reserved
Pakistani woman who challenged the brutal traditions of rape as
social punishment.

Mai's experience is the emotional heart of the show, which is full
of eye-opening facts -- how rampant the battering of women is in
Russia, for instance, and how children get addicted to opium early
in Afghanistan.

The script is based on interviews, with each playwright matched to
a particular subject: Smith, for instance, wrote of Hafsat Abiola,
daughter of Nigeria's assassinated president, and Catherine Filloux
-- who has dealt with Cambodia in previous projects -- was
matched with that country's Mu Sochua, now a parliamentarian
who has been fighting rampant sexual exploitation.

That these experiences, delivered in accents from around the globe,
are rendered as interlinked rather than as sequential stand-alone
tales is certainly much of the point (solidarity!). It is also the
show's dramatic challenge. The piece moves fast and jump-cuts
abruptly at times; a more fully realized visual production might
help sharpen the arc and focus of each woman's saga.

As is, director Evan Yionoulis kept the staging dynamic, as the
performers sometimes took roles in each other's accounts, and the
activist aesthetic made the evening personable but pointed.
"Seven" was persuasive in its twin convictions: that there is much
work yet to be done on what Clinton's letter termed "true gender
equity" -- and that ardent, informative drama can do its part.

Seven, by Anna Deavere Smith, Ruth Margraff, Gail Kriegel,
Susan Yankowitz, Carol K. Mack, Paula Cizmar and Catherine
Filloux. Directed by Evan Yionoulis. With Betsy Aidem, Mercedes
Herrero, Rachael Holmes and Mia Katigbak.

© 2008 The Washington Post Company



sy- Marcia G. Yerman

World Premiere of Seven Brings Vital Voices to New York City
Posted January 29, 2008 | 10:27 PM (EST)

Breaking Entertainment News

On January 21st, art and activism shared the stage at the 92nd Street Y
Unterberg Poetry Center's premiere of Seven, a documentary theatre
presentation. The result was riveting, explosive, and inspiring drama.

The brainchild of playwright Carol K. Mack, the concept for the project
evolved after Mack sat in on a meeting of the Connecticut Chapter of Vital
Voices Global Partnership. The organization is a non-profit that focuses on
empowering women around the globe by supporting the advancement of
leadership. Mack was viscerally impacted by hearing the struggles and
ultimate triumphs of women who resolved, "not to go the route that had
been chosen for them." She envisioned bringing individual stories to the
public through the performance medium.

Mack began by assembling a team of playwrights (Paula Cizmar,
Catherine Filloux, Gail Kriegel, Carol K. Mack, Ruth Margraff, Anna
Deavere Smith, Susan Yankowitz) with award-winning resumes, to join her
in conducting conversations with seven women from different parts of the
world. Monologues were shaped using verbatim transcripts of interviews.
Through workshop development, the structure evolved to an interweaving
of the different accounts in a point-counterpoint methodology.
Commonality was the thread.

We are introduced to Marina Pisklakova-Parker from Russia, where 14,000
women a year are Killed by relationship partners. In a culture where a
popular 16th Century maxim, "He beats you, therefore he loves you" sets
the tone, Pisklakova-Parker forged ahead to establish the nation's first
domestic violence hotline in 1993. Despite menacing calls from irate
husbands, she fielded 700 requests for help in the first year. Pisklakova-
Parker is still haunted by the woman who told her, "Before you get to me...|
will be dead."

Annabella De Ledn also knows first-hand the price of being outspoken.
"Those who fight corruption, don't have too many friends," she observes.
Elected to Guatemala's Congress in 1995, she has consistently
championed the rights of women and indigenous people in her homeland,



despite the risk.

In Cambodia, the office of Minister of Veterans and Women's Affairs was
always held by a man, until Mu Sochua was appointed to the post in 1998.
As a leading exponent for the fight against human trafficking in a nation
that is a center of activity, she has publicly addressed the subject of how
governmental corruption impacts anti-trafficking endeavors. In 2005, she
was a co-nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize.

The family history of Hafsat Abiola, which is intertwined with the politics of
Nigeria, reveals how she endured the deaths of both her parents in the
fight for democracy. Her personal losses were an impetus, as she moved
forward to found an NGO that offers skills-training and leadership
programs to young women.

The words of Farida Azizi were captured by Ruth Margraff, who explained
how their discussions enabled her to "highlight the poetry of Azizi's words."
Shaping the oral history of Azizi's fight against the Taliban hierarchy and
the suppression of women in Afghanistan, was described by Margraff as a
"transformative experience." Reflecting upon the relationship, Margraff
reveals, "She changed my life."

The moment in which Inez McCormack connected to the path of activism is
underscored in her account. As a young Protestant girl in Northern Ireland
who never met a Catholic until her late teens, her insight into the
discrimination and inequity that was devouring her country came in a
shocking moment. As a witness to the fallout of the Burntollet Bridge
Ambush (where Catholic marchers were attacked by Unionists), her life
course was altered.

Perhaps the most starkly emotive narrative of the set is Mukhtaran Mai's
story of survival and redemption. She was gang-raped by four men as
retribution for an "honor crime" supposedly committed by her twelve year
old brother (allegedly he held hands with a girl from a higher-caste tribe). A
male tribunal from her village in Pakistan instituted the sentence. After her
physical ordeal, she was forced to walk home in ripped clothing that
rendered her virtually naked. Defying the tradition of committing suicide to
restore honor to her family, she instead challenged the Pakistani legal
system to punish her assailants. She was rewarded with a damages
payment, which she used to build a school for girls. Susan Yankowitz, who
worked with Mukhtaran Mai said, "It's a very different process to put
yourself in service to someone else's voice." They met in person three
times, in a situation where neither woman spoke the other's language.



Yankowitz elucidated Mukhtaran Mai's experience emphasizing, "She
transcended the fate of women in her society to become a major
force...and she did it in isolation and solitude, out of her own suffering."

After the performance, there was a panel and "talk-back" session. Melanne
Verveer, Co-Founder and Chair of Vital Voices, introduced the segment
with the comment, "How fitting that this is being premiered on Martin
Luther King's birthday." The audience got a brief primer on the mission of
Vital Voices, which is to invest in women around the world that need
support. (Last year they trained 700 women in thirty-five countries.) Since
many of these women are both alone and marginalized, the connection
helps to enhance their credibility. Several high profile celebrities have
become involved, including Sally Fields and Renee Zellweger. Diane Von
Furstenberg's words, "When you invest in women, you change the world"
became the basis for the Vital Voices tag line.

For the three of the profiled women who were present, it was a moving
experience to see themselves depicted. When asked how she felt,
Pisklakova-Parker replied, "First, it was very emotional. These are my
sisters." McCormick commented on "what has been made out of our lives
by the actresses and playwrights." She continued, "Women, as we step
forward, should pull someone into our space. We know the loneliness of
speaking out." Azizi added, "We learn from each other. The approaches
are different, but we are fighting for the rights of women."

When the microphone was opened to the public, it was inevitable that the
question was posed, "Would having a United States woman president
change things?" McCormick was quick to point out that "Every woman in
power is not necessarily a sister." She referenced her experiences with
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. However, she immediately made clear
that Hillary Clinton had stood besides her before she was a person of
importance, with an international stature. McCormick asserted, "It's not just
about being a woman, it's about being human."

| was able to speak with McCormick after the reading, albeit briefly. She
gave me a clear and concise maxim. "Saying no to what is wrong, creates
hope of what is right." From the women who challenged the status quo of
the power structure and the interpreters of their words, | felt reaffirmed in
the belief that one person could indeed make a difference.
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