Songs of the American Colonial Period - Lesson One
Your Name: Robert J. Friedman


Grade: 8  
Residency Title: Songs of the American Colonial Times

Time: 45 mins.
Lesson Title: Lesson #1 – Yankee Doodle and Understanding Songs of  the 18th Century
Standards/Indicators/Objectives: 

Music Content Standard 2.0 Historical, Cultural, and Social Context:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of music as an essential aspect of history and human experience.  1. Describe how musical expression reflects social, political, and ethical issues.  b. Compare and explain functions of music, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is performed in various cultures.  

Social Studies Content Standard 2.0 Peoples of the Nation and the World:  Students will understand the diversity and commonality, human interdependence, and global cooperation of the people of Maryland, the United States and the World through both a multicultural and historic perspective. B. Cultural Diffusion 1. Analyze how America continued to evolve into a society consisting of diverse cultures, customs, and traditions a. Describe the effects of cultural exchange and interactions among Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans on the development of the U.S.
Essential Questions:

Can we learn about American colonial times by singing popular songs of the era?  What thoughts and feelings are expressed in these songs?  
Knowledge Objectives: 
Students will know…that popular songs sung in American colonial times tell about the lives of the people who lived through that period.  
Skill Objectives:

Students will be able to…sing songs of the American colonial period, understand their meanings and why people sang them. 
Vocabulary 

Doodle




hasty pudding

knavish
‘tarnal





swamping


cocked hat
deuced





Materials & Resources for the Class: 
Song lyric sheets in binders, a guitar, a computer/ LCD or Smartboard combination for PowerPoint illustrating lyrics of songs and images of the period.  Poster of Elements of Music. Several pieces of poster board for use in student groups.
Materials & Resources for the Teacher:

Background material to understand vocabulary and general history of the period
Prior Knowledge: 
Students should be familiar with the basic history of the American colonial and Revolutionary War periods.  
Procedures:

MOTIVATION/INTRODUCTION 

Play instrumental version of the songs “Yankee Doodle” and “God Save the King” to settle the students down. Afterwards play “Yankee Doodle” again, this time on guitar, ask the students if they are familiar with the song and if they know what is about. Put answers on the chalkboard.  Teacher now briefly explains what the students will be doing over the next few days.
MODELING

Teacher and artist sing and play popular version of “Yankee Doodle” with PowerPoint displaying the words. Encourage students to join in singing.  After singing, ask the students if they have a better idea of what the song is about. On chalkboard, write down key words, ideas, and feelings that are being expressed in the song.  What musical elements are being used?  How do the lines scan?  Where are the emphasized syllables?  Highlight the lyrics on the Smartboard and have the students explain what the words might mean, and write down what they want to remember on the chalkboard.  Take time to review Elements of Music and discuss musical elements that help make the song emotionally powerful – make a separate list.  Using the chalkboard, sum up what the students learned about the song.  Artist will now explain the origin and purpose of the song in dramatic presentation using PowerPoint.

GUIDED PRACTICE

Sing “Yankee Doodle” again using a more complete period version of the lyrics, encouraging students to sing along with lyrics on PowerPoint and booklets.  Take time to define hard-to-understand vocabulary words.  Put the students into groups of four or five.  Have them choose a leader.  Give each group a piece of poster paper and have students collect keywords, concepts, and feelings from the song on their poster.  Have students share their findings with the class for each verse.  
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Play and sing “God Save the King” with PowerPoint lyrics.  Ask students in each group to do the same analysis we did with the first song with this song, but this time in each individual group.  Show images of George III.
Assessment:  Performance Tasks, Key Criteria and/or Other Evidence: 

Students will show an understanding of lyrics in classroom discussions as determined by teacher reflection, class participation, and notes on each group’s poster.  Students will be able to sing along with the songs performed in the class, also observable by teacher.
Closure: 
Distribute Post-It notes for students to use to write what each of the two songs we sung is about in one sentence.  Students will put each Post-It note on the blackboard for an Exit Pass.

Classroom Teacher Follow-Up: 
Make available more detailed articles about the subjects covered for the class to use for possible extra credit.  Leave a sheet of suggested websites for further Internet research.

Lesson Adaptations: 
Use more visual material if necessary.  Use flexible seating arrangements and instrument handling.  Consult with teacher ahead of time about the best way to adapt to certain students.  Encourage students who struggle with English to hum along with the tune if possible.  Encourage students with more interest in this subject to make use of the supplementary materials left in the class. 
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