Local comedienne steps out on faith to become Oprah Winfrey's next big television star
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Oprah Winfrey and the Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN) is looking for the next television star.  Baltimore's own - Meshelle Foreman Shields, also known as the Indie-Mom of Comedy - has submitted an online audition to the Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN) to pitch a lifestyle show for women entitled L.O.U.D (Live Out yoUr Dream).   Meshelle is not only a seasoned comedienne, but she is an actress, author, wife and Mom.   
[image: image2.jpg]


Meshelle, who has been in the business for 12 years full-time, did her first comedy show on a dare in 1995 at a comedy club formerly owned by another Baltimore superstar, MO'NIQUE.   Meshelle got her big break as a comedienne in 1998 after the 3rd year of her doctoral program at Temple University.  Her advisor came to one of her shows unexpectedly and encouraged her to pursue her dream.  Meshelle took a leave of absence and went to Los Angeles for an audition that turned into a 3-month gig as the lead character in Bishop T.D. Jake's Woman Thou Art Loosed original stage play. 
Meshelle's talent is versatile as she can play to any and ALL audiences.  "I wake up and take in my KIDS, DOG and HUSBAND and all the relatives and my show writes itself with a little theatrical interpretation.  I am most proud that my 80-year old Grandmother can come to a show and feel very comfortable," said Meshelle. 
Meshelle' s new book, 101 Things Every Girl/Young Woman of Color Should Know (Duafe Press, 2010) is available at www.saveourgirls.com.  It will serve as the backdrop for a session sponsored by Congressman Elijah Cummings at the Congressional Black Caucus on September 17, 2010 called Our Girls Our Promise:  Be a Part of the Solution.  Meshelle will moderate a panel with Susan L. Taylor, Editor Emeritus Essence Magazine, Dr. Rovenia Brock, Dr. Julianne Malveauz and other women of power.   You can listen to Meshelle on National Public Radio (NPR) Affiliate WEAA, 88.9 FM (the radio station of Morgan State University) on Sunday's at 8 p.m. (ET) on First Edition sponsored by the Afro American Newspaper.  Meshelle's next performance is at the Tennessee Alliance's 6th Annual Education Conference scheduled July 15-16 in Nashville, TN. 

 View Meshelle's online audition for OWN and vote for her at http://myown.oprah.com/audition/index.html?request=video_details&response_id=7684&promo_id=1 as many times as 100 votes a day.
