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African-American Professional Women Leaders Participate ‘Save A Girl…Save A World’
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Students at Bennett College Retreat for Reciprocal Mentoring with Impact
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Greensboro, NC (BlackNews.com) — Mentoring is a conscious choice to dedicate time, energy and effort to help another; and, the ability to turnkey that mentoring into mentorship for others in need is life-changing. The Save A Girl… Save A World program does just that. The fourth annual Save A Girl… Save A World is a reciprocal mentorship program retreat where college-aged students mentor high school students, who in turn are mentored by professional women. This life-changing experience titled: “Building Bridges & Learning Together” will take place Nov. 7-8 at the Bennett College Global Learning Center, in Greensboro, North Carolina. The event is sponsored by Ford Motor Company Fund.

The two-day weekend will consist of a group of female leaders (from various professions) from across the U.S. who will serve as one-on-one mentors to 50 young, female students participating in this program. The students are from Bennett College and The Early/Middle College, the only all female high school in North Carolina which is housed on the campus of Bennett College. Alternately, collegiate students who are mentors will also take advantage of the opportunity for mentorship from the professional women available during the retreat.

Mentors commit to assist student mentees with the following: tutoring, academic assistance, college readiness and career preparation in addition to serving as role models. “Each year we are affirmed by the work this reciprocal, mentorship program developed through the transformation we are blessed to see from the students we seek to mentor,” says Glenda Gill, founder, Save A Girl… Save A World. “We focus on four pillars: Wealth, Life Skills, Careers and Health & Wellness. Our mission is to provide educational opportunities coupled with insight gleaned from the successful life experiences from women in various generations because we know it makes a huge impact.”

Numerous professional women mentors from across the U.S. will participate along with the following keynote speakers, some including:

* Gail Perry-Mason, financial guru, is a native Detroiter and national best-selling author, “Money Matter for Families,” and “Girl, Make Your Money Grow.” She is Senior Director of Investments for Oppenheimer & Co., Inc. Perry-Mason founded the “Money Camp for Teens” which has instructed over 6,000 young people on financial literacy throughout the U.S.

* Meshelle Forman Shields known as “The Indie-Mom of Comedy” has appeared on “Nickelodeon’s Search for the Funniest Mom in America 3; and Martin Lawrence Presents: “1st Amendment Stand Up.” Meshelle pioneered the role of “Michelle” (portrayed by Kimberly Elise in the film adaptation “Woman Thou Art Loosed” written by TD Jakes and Terry McFadden. “The Save A Girl, Save A World retreat is an incredible opportunity for young ladies to take advantage of and learn from successful and women and utilize that information to help inspire them to pursue their dreams,” says Pamela Alexander, director of Community Development and Fund Operations, Ford Motor Company Fund. “Alternately, for the mentors, this program serves as a wonderful opportunity to encourage, educate and affirm these young ladies who desire to become future leaders, but may need a lift. We are proud to sponsor an event that helps to fulfill the dreams of women.”

The weekend retreat will kick-off at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 7, at the Bennett College Global Learning Center with Opening Remarks from Save A Girl… Save A World Founder Glenda Gill, along with a reception and Round Table Discussion about mentorship, where students and mentors will discuss how they envision their future on paper. On Saturday, Nov. 8, beginning at 9:30 a.m., sessions will focus on “Financial Literacy and Building Wealth,” featuring Gail Perry-Mason; “Political Activism” by Letitia Jackson; “Health and Wellness,” by Dr. Joy Russell, and “Career” by Annette Goodman. The event wraps-up that evening, starting at 5:15 p.m. with a dinner program and words of inspiration from Meshelle, The Indie-Mom of Comedy and Michelle Hughes held the Global Learning Center inside the campus multipurpose room.

The event is sponsored by Ford Motor Company Fund. ABOUT SAVE A GIRL, SAVE THE WORLD In 2011, professional female leaders from across the U.S. were brought together to pair up with students from Bennett College for Women and The Early/Middle College (high school students on campus). Each mentor pledges to assist mentees with tutoring, academic assistance, college readiness and career preparation. In addition, mentors are to serve as role models to their respective mentees. ABOUT BENNETT COLLEGE Bennett College for Women was founded in 1873, and reorganized as an all women’s institution in 1926. Under Dr. Julianne Malveaux’s leadership as president, the goals of the College continue to focus on the intellectual, spiritual and cultural growth of young women who must be prepared for lifelong learning and leadership. Since 1930, more than 5,000 women have graduated from Bennett College. Known as Bennett Belles, they continue to be among contributing women of achievement in all walks of life. ABOUT FORD MOTOR COMPANY FUND AND COMMUNITY SERVICES Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services works to build communities through partnerships that support education, driving safety and American heritage and community life. Celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2009 and made possible by funding from Ford Motor Company, its programs include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students with academically rigorous, interactive learning experiences, and Ford Driving Skills for Life, a teen-focused safe driving initiative. Through the Ford Volunteer Corps, more than 20,000 Ford employees and retirees participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in dozens of countries around the world. For more information, visit www.community.ford.com.
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