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B\ JennifeU N. Shannon

LaVW QLJKW HYHU\WKLQJ cKaQJHG bHWZHHQ XV. WH OaLG LQ WKH bHG, bacNV IacLQJ RQH aQRWKHU, WKLQNLQJ WKURXJK
WKH JUaYLW\ RI ZKaW ZaV VaLG KRXUV bHIRUH, WKH VWaWHPHQW Oa\LQJ bHWZHHQ XV, ZHGJLQJ RXU bRGLHV LQWR
GLIIHUHQW GLUHcWLRQV. ´I KaYH a VRQ,µ UaQJ LQ P\ PLQG RYHU aQG RYHU aJaLQ. TKH VHQWHQcH ZaV YHU\ cXUW, OLNH 
NQLIH TXLcNO\ SLHUcLQJ P\ OHJ, bXW LW cRQWLQXHG WR JURZ ORQJHU, LQWR a VWRU\ RI VRUWV.¬ ´I KaYH a VRQ aQG KLV
QaPH LV R\aQ.µ¬ MRUH GHWaLO bHLQJ aGGHG aIWHU HacK SaXVH. ´I KaYH a VRQ aQG KLV QaPH LV R\aQ. HH·V 22
QRZ.µ IW MXVW NHSW bXLOGLQJ aQG bXLOGLQJ OLNH a GUaPa RU VRPH cRUQ\ WZR KRXU VSHcLaO WKaW NHHSV \RX ZaWcKLQ
XQWLO WKH cOLPa[, bXW WKLV WLPH I ZaV cR-VWaULQJ aQG P\ ZLIH ZaV WKH PaLQ cKaUacWHU. WH ZHUH SOa\LQJ WKHVH
UHaO OLIH UROHV, ZLWKRXW WKH caPHUaV. NR RQH ZaV WKHUH WR VcUHaP ´cXWµ RU WR À[ RXU PaNHXS. TKH WHaUV VKH
cULHG ZHUH ZHW aQG VORSS\. MLQH ZHUH VORZ aQG XQH[SHcWHG. BRWK SLOORZV VWLOO PRLVW.

SKH NHSW JRLQJ, ´I JaYH KLP XS ZKHQ I ZaV 16. M\ SaUHQWV PaGH PH. I GRQ·W HYHQ UHPHPbHU VHHLQJ KLP
aIWHU I JaYH bLUWK. I ZaV VcaUHG aQG \RXQJ aQG WKaW·V ZKaW ZaV bHVW. AW WKH WLPH, LW ZaV P\ RQO\ cKRLcH.µ

I MXVW VWaUHG VWUaLJKW aKHaG LQWR GaUNQHVV. IW ZaV YHU\ XQQaWXUaO, KHU VKaULQJ PRUH aQG PRUH: IHaUV, GHVLUHV
IaLOXUHV. TKLQJV I KaG QHYHU KHaUG KHU Va\ LQ RXU ÀYH \HaUV RI PaUULaJH RU VL[ PRQWKV RI GaWLQJ. I WKLQN LW Za
WKH VKaULQJ WKaW PaGH PH ZaQW WR VSULQW WKURXJK WKH KRXVH aQG bROW RXW WKH GRRU. IW ZaV KHU RYHUZKHOPLQJ
GHVLUH WR UHOHaVH HYHU\WKLQJ VKH IHOW. AOO WKH WKLQJV VKH·G bHHQ KROGLQJ LQ. I ZaV cRQIRXQGHG. PLVVHG WKaW
VKH GLGQ·W WUXVW PH HQRXJK WR bH WUXWKIXO LQ WKH bHJLQQLQJ. BXW QRW MXVW abRXW WKLV, abRXW HYHU\WKLQJ. IQ aOO WK
\HaUV RI RXU ´KRQHVWµ cRQYHUVaWLRQV, VKH KaG QHYHU WROG PH aQ\ RI WKHVH WKLQJV.

LLNH KRZ VKH ZaQWHG WR WUaYHO WKH ZRUOG ZLWK a bacNSacN aQG MXVW HQRXJK RI HYHU\WKLQJ VKH QHHGHG ZKLcK
RQO\ LQcOXGHG WKH cORWKHV RQ KHU bacN aQG a IHZ GROOaUV WR JHW KHU VWaUWHG OU WKaW VKH IHOW WKaW RQH Ga\
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RQO\ LQcOXGHG WKH cORWKHV RQ KHU bacN aQG a IHZ GROOaUV WR JHW KHU VWaUWHG. OU WKaW VKH IHOW WKaW RQH Ga\
VKH·G UHWUHaW WR a PRQaVWHU\ XQWLO VKH KaG VRUWHG WKURXJK aOO RI KHU LVVXHV, ZKLcK accRUGLQJ WR KHU ZaV aQ
H[KaXVWLYH OLVW. OU WKaW VKH KaG VWaUWHG ZULWLQJ a PHPRLU abRXW WKH H[SHULHQcH RI JLYLQJ XS KHU VRQ.

I ZaV caXJKW bHWZHHQ UHcRQcLOLQJ WKH IacW WKaW I RQcH WKRXJKW VKH ZaV SHUIHcW ZKLOH UHaOL]LQJ WKaW ZH KaG
bHHQ OLYLQJ a OLH. WH KaG GHcLGHG aJaLQVW KaYLQJ cKLOGUHQ bXW VKH VaLG VKH RIWHQWLPHV ORQJHG IRU WKH cU\ RI
a OLWWOH SHUVRQ LQ KLV RU KHU RZQ URRP GRZQ WKH KaOO IURP RXUV.¬ M\ PLQG bHJJHG IRU QR PRUH LQIRUPaWLRQ. N
PRUH cRQIHVVLRQV. NR PRUH WUXWK. IW KaG KaG HQRXJK. WH VWa\HG LQ VLOHQcH XQWLO I JRW RXW RI bHG. ´WKHUH
\RX JRLQJ,µ VKH aVNHG. HHU YRLcH ZaV WHUULÀHG.

I cRXOGQ·W aQVZHU, MXVW ZaONHG WR WKH baWKURRP aQG VaW RQ WKH WRLOHW baQJLQJ P\ KHaG aJaLQVW WKH LQVLGHV RI
WZR ZHaN KaQGV. OQcH WKH VHQVaWLRQ WR NQRcN P\VHOI LQWR aQRWKHU OHVV cRPSOLcaWHG Ga\ ZRUH RII, RQH KaQG
VHWWOHG RQ WKH WRS RI P\ KHaG. IW ZaV aW WKaW PRPHQW ZKHQ I NQHZ WKLV ZRXOG LQHYLWabO\ UHPRYH WKH UHVW RI
P\ KaLU. I ÀQaOO\ VWRRG XS, VWLOO ÀQJHULQJ P\ WKLQQLQJ ORcNV, ORRNLQJ LQ WKH PLUURU aW \RXWK IaGLQJ. M\ GaG
VHHPHG WR HPbUacH KLV ZKLWH, SULcNO\ ORRN bXW I GLGQ·W WKLQN I·G HYHU bH cRPIRUWabOH aVNLQJ WKH baUbHU WR WaN
WKH VLGHV GRZQ ORZ aQG OHaYH ZKaW ZaV RQ WKH WRS WKHUH aV LI LW ZRXOG bOHQG SHUIHcWO\. AV P\ LPaJH
UHÁHcWHG bacN, I ÀQaOO\ VaZ P\VHOI. I ZaV SUHGLcWabOH. SaIH. A PaQ ZKR ZaV XQcRPIRUWabOH ZLWK KLV WKLQQLQ
KaLU. TKaW·V KRZ VKH VaZ PH. NR, VKH KaGQ·W VaLG LW, bXW KHU acWLRQV KaYH VKRZHG PH. I ZRXOGQ·W OHaYH KHU.
TKLV cRQIHVVLRQ ZaV MXVW RQH LQ ZKaW ZRXOG bH a ORQJ VHTXHQcH RI RWKHUV. NH[W LW ZRXOG bH ´I·YH bHHQ
KaYLQJ aQ aIIaLUµ ZKLcK I NQHZ abRXW bXW ZaV WRR aVKaPHG WR aGPLW RXW ORXG. I UHPHPbHU ZKHQ I ÀUVW
VXVSHcWHG LW. SKH JRW KRPH UHaOO\ OaWH RQH QLJKW aQG I aVNHG KHU ZKHUH VKH·G bHHQ. SKH VWXWWHUHG, aYRLGHG
P\ H\HV, bHcaPH GHIHQVLYH, aOO LQ 30 VHcRQGV RU OHVV. I OHW KHU RII WKH KRRN, ´babH \RX PXVW KaYH KaG a
URXJK Ga\. LHW PH JHW \RX VRPH GLQQHU. I PaGH \RXU IaYRULWH.µ HRQHVWO\ VKH ORRNHG PRUH UHIUHVKHG WKaW Ga
WKaQ VKH KaG LQ \HaUV. SKH VPLOHG ZKHQ VKH WKRXJKW I ZaVQ·W ORRNLQJ. NRWLcHabO\ UHPHPbHULQJ PRPHQWV R
SaVVLRQ, KHU PRXWK RSHQLQJ MXVW VOLJKWO\, a KLQW RI a VPLUN ÀOOLQJ KHU H\HV.¬ I ZRQGHUHG LI VKH HYHU WKRXJKW
abRXW PH WKaW Za\. II VKH ZaV HYHU WRWaOO\ GLVWUacWHG aQG cRQVXPHG b\ WKH WKRXJKW RI RXU WLPH WRJHWKHU, OLN
I KaG bHHQ abRXW KHU VLQcH WKH Ga\ ZH PHW.

I KHaUG KHU caOO P\ QaPH, ´JHUU\³YRX aOULJKW?µ

I GLGQ·W aQVZHU, MXVW ZaONHG RXW RI WKH baWKURRP LQWR RXU URRP aQG cUaZOHG LQWR bHG. I GLGQ·W NQRZ ZKaW WR G
ZLWK WKH RYHUORaG RI LQIRUPaWLRQ. I cRXOGQ·W PRYH aQG aOO RI a VXGGHQ P\ PLQG cRXOG JR QR IXUWKHU WKaQ
UHPHPbHULQJ KRZ I ORRNHG VWaQGLQJ LQ WKH PLUURU, SHHULQJ LQWR a IacH WKaW ZaV aJLQJ. AQG QRW HYHQ aJLQJ
JUacHIXOO\. I ZaV 40 aQG P\ KaLU PaGH PH ORRN WHQ \HaUV ROGHU.

´JHUU\µ VKH TXLHWO\ VaLG aJaLQ. ´I·P VRUU\. I NQRZ WKLV LV a ORW WR WaNH LQ. I MXVW cRXOGQ·W Wa³µ

´SVK.µ

´HXK?µ

´SWRS WaONLQJ. JXVW VWRS WaONLQJ. POHaVH.µ
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SWRS WaONLQJ. JXVW VWRS WaONLQJ. POHaVH.

´BXW ZH QHHG WR ÀQLVK WKLV.µ

´CaURO\Q, SOHaVH MXVW VKXW XS IRU a ZKLOH. OQH PRUH ZRUG aQG aOO P\ KaLU LV JRQQa IaOO RXW.µ

SKH UHOXcWaQWO\ cORVHG KHU PRXWK aQG WXUQHG KHU bRG\ LQ WKH RSSRVLWH GLUHcWLRQ, cRQIXVHG I·P VXUH b\ P\
VWaWHPHQW. I ZaV HTXaOO\ aV VKRcNHG. BXW LW ZaV WKH RQO\ WKLQJ WKaW PaGH VHQVH. IW ZaV WKH RQO\ UHaO WUXWK I
KaG. HHUH VKH KaG bHHQ cRQIHVVLQJ aOO RI KHU WUXWKV, HYHQ OLYLQJ WKHP LQ VRPH Za\V, aQG I LQ WKH PHaQWLPH
RQO\ KaG WKLV RQH. TKaW I ZaV JURZLQJ ROG. AORQH.

I WULHG WR JR WR VOHHS. TULHG WR UHcaOO WKH PRPHQWV bHIRUH I ZHQW LQWR WKaW baWKURRP. BHIRUH I ZaV IacHG ZLWK
WKH RQO\ WUXWK WKaW PaWWHUHG WR PH. I cRXOGQ·W. TLPH VWRRG VWLOO ZKLOH I ZaV LQ WKHUH. IW IUR]H MXVW ORQJ HQRXJK
IRU PH WR VHH WKaW ZH ZHUH QRW WKH VaPH. TKaW I ZRXOG QHYHU bH WKH VaPH.

***

TKH QH[W IHZ PRQWKV ZHUH Ka]\. M\ HPRWLRQV SaUaO\]HG PH aQG KHOG PH LQ a SOacH RI TXLHW, WKRXJKWIXO
caSWLYLW\. IW ZaV WKH PRVW VRbHULQJ aQG WKHUaSHXWLc WLPH RI P\ OLIH. I cULHG a WLPH RU WZR aIWHU ZHHNV RI
XQUHOHQWLQJ SULGH IRUcHG WHaUV WXPbOLQJ IURP P\ H\HOLGV. CaURO\Q ÀQaOO\ aGPLWWHG VKH KaG KaG aQ aIIaLU. TKa
ZaV WKH QLJKW I ÀQaOO\ OHIW. I caQ·W Va\ WKaW I IHOW bHWWHU aIWHU I ZaONHG RXW bXW aW OHaVW I cRXOG bUHaWKH. AW OHaVW
KaG VWRSSHG SUHWHQGLQJ.

NRZ VWaULQJ LQ WKH PLUURU KaV QHZ PHaQLQJ. WKHQ I ORRN aW P\VHOI I VPLOH. I JLYH P\VHOI a JRRG KaUG ORRN
aQG acWXaOO\ VPLOH. I VPLOH bHcaXVH WKHUH ZaV a WLPH ZKHQ ORRNLQJ LQWR WKH PLUURU VLJQLÀHG JURZLQJ ROG.
AORQH. AQG IUaQNO\, WKaW VcaUHG PH. BXW WKHVH Ga\V WKLV KaLU RI PLQH, RU OacN WKHUHRI, LV a V\PbRO RI ZLVGRP
OI OLIH KaSSHQLQJ. AQG aOWKRXJK LW VWaUWHG WKLQQLQJ HaUOLHU WKaQ I ZaQWHG, ZKR NQHZ KRZ aSSHaOLQJ bHLQJ
baOG ZRXOG ORRN.

JennifeU N. Shannon iV Whe aXWhoU of WhUee bookV: a noYel SilenW TeaUdUopV and WZo bookV of poeWU\, VhoUW
VWoUieV, blogV and phoWogUaphV WiWled foU Whe LOVE « VolV. 1 & 2. ViViW heU ZebViWe¬foU acceVV Wo heU bookV
blogV, phoWogUaph\ and poeWU\. Read heU paVW VWoUieV in Deep SoXWh heUe.¬
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  OWcaV JSReW / AXJXVW 12, 2017Ǫ

WRZ. JeQ·V VWLOO JRW LW! AQRWKeU SaVVaJe I cRXOd QRW SaVV XS. HeOd caSWLYe b\ ZRUdV. TVN, WVN, WVN. I WKLQN I
aP JURZQ aQd Za\ WRR bXV\ WR Uead ¶VWXII·« bXW WKLV LV WKe JRRd VWXII. SXVSeQVLRQ RI dLVbeOLeI. NaK, %&*!
WKaW. SXUe, I aP VXVSeQded ZKLOe UeadLQJ a J. SKaQQRQ SLece OLNe WKLV (aV LQ KaQJLQJ RQ eYeU\ ZRUd). BXW
WKe ¶dLVbeOLeI· SaUW. HaK! UQQeceVVaU\. BecaXVe IRU WKe VKRUW WLPe I aP LQ KeU ZRUOd OLNe WKLV« I BELIEVE!
EYeU\ WLPe. WKeZ!
NRZ, SOeaVe e[cXVe Pe ZKLOe I JR cKecN P\ KaLUOLQe 

ǡ

LeaYe UeSO\

  ARR VeRabPe / AXJXVW 25, 2017Ǫ

I eQMR\ed WKe VKRUW VWRU\!!! WaQWed PRUe! WeOO ZULWWeQ-YLYLd dLVSOa\ RI cKaUacWeUV aQd eYeQWV. LRRNLQJ IRU
PRUe VKRUW VWRULeV IURP JeQQLIeU.

ǡ

LeaYe UeSO\

  CSTWR[VMXeVW / SHSWHPEHU 3, 2017Ǫ

EQMR\ed eYeU\ bLW RI WKe VKRUW VWRU\, I·P \eaUQLQJ IRU PRUe. JeQ LV VXcK a JeQLXV. TKLV VKRZV ZKaW acWXaOO\
KaSSeQV LQ PaUULaJeV WRda\. AOWKRXJK LW cRXOd be VeeQ aV RQO\ a VWRU\, VKe ZaV UeaOO\ deeS LQWR LW. WRXOd
ÀQd a Za\ WR Uead PRUe. TKaQNV IRU WKe VKaUe.
KWWS://ZZZ.cRSVQZULWeUV.cRP

ǡ

LeaYe UeSO\
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NaPe E-PaLO WebVLWe

POST COMMENT

DeeS SRXWK LV aQ RQOLQe PaJa]LQe cRYeULQJ SRXWKeUQ
cXOWXUe aQd OLWeUaWXUe. We VWULYe WR ceOebUaWe WKe OLWeUaWXUe RI
WKe SRXWK b\ LQWeUYLeZLQJ aXWKRUV, UeYLeZLQJ WKeLU bRRNV,
cUeaWLQJ UeadLQJ OLVWV aQd YLVLWLQJ OaQdPaUNV. We aOVR
SUeVeQW a URXQdXS RI OLWeUaU\ QeZV eYeU\ FULda\ aQd SXbOLVK
RULJLQaO ÀcWLRQ, SReWU\ aQd QRQÀcWLRQ LQ RXU SRXWKeUQ VRLce
VecWLRQ.
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