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Double Play
Short Michael Downs

her neighbor hums the Rawlings into her glove, six, eight times. She returns it 

with a la  ar . Shoul er tight an  ma be arthriti , no twist o  the torso, no ste  

into the toss. Sixt two amn ears an  or the rst time in her li e she throws 

li e a girl. 

hen the ball i s high, she rises on her toes, an  were it an ol er better 

world, the ball would be hers. But this one glances off the leather, and she tee

ters, goes down without the ball, without a ght, without grace. s halt scuffs 

s in from her bare shin,  her teammates would have called it, and for 

more than a wee  the scabs will remind her how far she is from third base, and 

how near. 
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