Fohnson and Ward) MdHS.

ssion—the latter seemed,
such was not the case in
ies demanded protection
ment of the Fugitive Slave
rd, a Unionist elected in
& constituents. In March
s to Lincoln that rejected
ould look askance at any
nstitutions of the States;
or tendency of which is,
t responded craftly. His
cruitment of black troops
to tiigger the death rattle
yective of keeping Mary-
dty while simultaneously
sated emancipation.

7

.While white men complained, black slaves ran. Sorpe fled to the DisFri‘ct of Qo-

] ‘hia. wheze the abolition of slavery in April 1862 further weakened 1t.1n Mary-
o 1?ﬁ;t,h ! enterprising escapees found refuge in the camps of the Union army,
ar_ld‘-. . laborers and, in 1863, taking up arms as the United States Colored
W(-)._Ikmg [E_ljslion recruitel‘; scouring the Maryland countryside for black men en-
Tr.oop;.: llen and defied government policy with creative ways of absorbing slaves
e stedlleeznks of the black troops (in whose six Maryland regiments more than
i ttllfc'[usami seven hundred blacks would fight). These circumstances enabled

Blght land auies to i ansform the SI&VGIY debate ﬁ‘Om slaveholder

[incoln and his Mary ar ‘ ,
mpensation o constitutional abolition. Poignant letters of escaped Maryland
o

JJaves to loved ones still in bondage and the-unctuous complaintsl of slaveholders
to military and elected officials projected the'n own brand of errllotlonal powe;

" When Maryland’s new constitution banning slavety.took effect on Nlovenll ;1 1,
1864, many slaveholders refused to accept the ne.vxf somgl order. ?Onlpllliatllt ilu {gest
- of county orphans’ coutts readily invoked a Pl‘O\{iSlOﬂ of th.e state’s bla.c co _ e c; ha

" llowed them to bind black children as apprentices to white masters if the ju ges
" determined that parents were unable to provide adequate care. A'l.though some in-
i dentures were legitimate, abuse was widespread. Many w.hltes, military authorties,
“ind the Freedmen’s Bureau vigorously opposed these 1nc%ent}nes, whose perva-
. arts of Maryland for several yeats after emancipation perpetuated de

‘siveness in p
.'féC;(/if:i;‘;ZZl Voices of the Civil War helps punctuze the enduting rr-lyth that Mary—
“Jand ever stood at the abyss of secession. It illuminates how dtamauca?ly the 1ssues
© of secession and Civil War affected men and women from all. walks of life an.d shleds
" direct light on the poignancy of the Alrican American expetience ()f. becoming freé.
. Marylanders felt the effects of events between 1860 and 1865 as did few other Amer-

*“‘jeans. Here ate their stories
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