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vests that encompassed Unionist slaveholders and even Southern sympathiz-
interes

ool before the national government began imposing suppressive 1-neasur'es:
o .._w_e. Jess. the unconsummated notion of a Confederate Maryland, while having
NQ:ﬂ_ethe (ZZ]JS, of youth, lingers on the shores of the Chesapeake.

o Fhe"?l MZY 15361 (;en. Benjamin Butler’s Massachusetts men marched into
Ba]t?mrzie-andyoccu];ied Federal Hill, a site OVﬁI].OOkiI:lg the city from xtvhjch But-
1o omised to answer any hint of disloyalty with his heavy guns. Lincoln and
o Pmarln'l -Chief Winfield Scott were furious at Butler’s unauthotized move and
i;r;:fed-;zm of command. 'The Massachusetts troops remained. Marylanders re-

to their presence: Unionists, Southern sympathizers, and seces-

zfi:;?st\;a;;zij}creative ways to express their sentiments‘..Vi'ews changed as Lin(:(})lln
suspended the writ of habeas corpus (init'ia]ly along rail lines orﬂ}-f, to znsure t a;
:t'r'oops could travel to Washington), and‘m the autumn, he sanclu'one a,rrestss Z_
suspected disloyalists, including state legislators, Fhe mayor (?f Ba tunon;, Eew I-)be
.per editors, and other prominent citizens. Letters from thc‘)se mear c.eI ate (?SC;I f
frustration at indefinite detainment without charges<>'anx1ew at be.mg depnveT }?
liberty, and principled refusals to take loyz?lty oaths 1 exchlange for releiase‘ he
:cb'mplexities of the June 1861 election—a t{-mmph of pr?-Unlon (:ons(;,lrvatwesW1 Z
‘opposed both secession and growing antislavery sentzmejntﬂ—must ave puzz el
“and confused many observers, Marylanders began to conﬁ‘ont- both the seemingly
‘abstract and irreconcilable concepts of federalism and states’ tights and the practi-
“cal heed to choose sides in a rapidly escalating conflict. -

" The term “occupation” in Part 2 appears inside quotation marks fo‘r two ICB.-‘
sons Disagreement persists over the extent t(.) .which the presence of Ur?lon t;lc‘)ops
- in parts of Maryland constituted a state of affairs normally associated w1t‘h military
“rule, Second, “occupation” also encompasses the presence of Confederate forces
'6n Maryland soil. Major 1ebel incursions occurred in the early _days of the war and
“in 1862 and 1863, as Lee tried in vain to add Marylanders to 111:.; ranks en 1"oute to
- Antietam and Gettysburg, and in 1864, when rebel troops terrorized Eredenck and
" Baltimore at the Battle of Monocacy prior to theit desperate, abortive assault on
B Washington . | ;
The story of slavery in nineteenth-century Maryland is one of econormics an
- I.‘edemption, as the slaves themselves played a central role in the er adlca'tlon of thlfz
“rotting institution. Slave-cultivated tobacco had long been the economic bedroc
. of the southern and Eastern Shore counties; however, depleted soil unable to sus-
tain consistent production had for decades been allowed to undermine the crop. By
 the middle of the century, cereals and corn were flourishing in easfe.m agd southern
Maryland, and the seasonal labor needed to harvest them madel hnlmg free Ia.bo'rel s
... abetter economic deal than slave ownership. The consequent nise in manumissions
'. had helped make Maryland, at the outbieak of the Civil War, home to 74,723 free
" blacks, the lar gest number in any state in America.’
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