Travel ing Years

I NT. DORIS AND LORI'S ROOM NI GHT

Dim bedroom 50 s nusic is playing. Al sorts of picture
frames on display. Frames of various pictures of Younger
Rose, Younger Doris, and Younger Betsy's graduation. Younger
Lorraine is there too. There are also pictures of John and
Mary Henry (the twins parents).

One picture in particular with Younger Rose and Younger Doris
in the center and Younger Betsy and Younger Lori on the side,
acci dental |y phot ographed, becones a noving picture then
enlarges to real tine.

FADE TO
EXT. GRADUATI ON- DAY

1955. After YOUNGER ROSE, bl onde, slender with a girl next

door | ook, and YOUNGER DCRI' S, blonde, athletic wth a

t omboyi sh | ook, pose for the picture, Younger Doris reaches
out to YOUNGER BETSY, Cuban with long, dark wavy hair, and

YOUNGER Lorraine, pretty with chocol ate skin.

YOUNGER DORI S
(to Younger Lorraine and Younger
Bet sy)
Come on, take a photo with us.

YOUNGER RCSE
(di sgusted | ook)
Do they have to?

YOUNGER DORI S
You don't have to be in it, Rose.

Rose huffs to the side, crossing her arns, and rolling her
eyes.

YOUNGER ROSE
(underneat h her breath)
It's nmy graduation too, Doris.

Everyone seens to be ignoring Rose's tantrum MARY, Rose and
Doris's nmother, who | ooks |ike an over-the-top pin up girl
with big hair, bold lipstick, heels, and a | ot of cleavage,
and typically, with a cigarette in her hand, fixes to take
the picture.

MARY
kay, on three..one...
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YOUNGER DORI S
(whi spers to Younger Betsy)
| can't believe we did it.

YOUNGER BETSY
New Yor k, here | cone!

MARY
Two. ..

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
New york, here |I conme too!

YOUNCGER DORI S
You girls are so | ucky!

MARY
(to Younger Rose)
Are you sure you don't want to be in
the picture, Rose? They're your
friends too.

YOUNGER ROSE
Si nce when, non??

MARY
Well, | thought...

YOUNGER DORI S
Mom just take the picture.

MARY
kay, here we go again. One, two,
three (takes the photo). There. Lori,
dear, when do you graduate?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| already did, Ms. Henry, two days
ago.

MARY
Oh.

YOUNCGER DORI S
You al ready knew that, nom renenber?
That's why G oria took the day off.

MARY
Oh, that's right, silly nme. Here, |et
me take another picture of ny girls.
Rose, honey.
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Younger Rose appr oaches.

MARY
Stand next to your sister.

Younger Rose listens. She stands right in front of Younger
Lori and flips her hair back, slapping Younger Lori in the
face. Younger Betsy holds an angry Younger Lori back.

MARY
One. ..

There's a di sturbance in the crowd.

MARY
Two. ..

Police officers are comng closer to the girls.

MARY
Thr ee. . .

A police officer grabs Younger Rose. Mary takes the picture.

POLI CE OFFI CER
Rose Katherine Henry, you are under
arrest for the murder of Charles
Pet ers.

Freeze frame of Rose being grabbed by the officer. The
pi cture becomes smaller, and back into a picture frame. And.

I NT. DORIS AND LORI'S ROOM NI GHT

Back into Doris and Lori's room "50 YEARS LATER' 50's nusic
pl ays. Canera pan to tennis trophies, and DORI' S humm ng and
crocheting. Continue canera pan to nusic awards and Lorrai ne,
softly singing al ong.

Phone rings. Doris picks it up.

DORI S
Hel | 0?

Doris makes a hand gesture to Lori to put the volunme down.
Lori rolls her eyes and | owers the vol une.

DORI S
Hi , Rose.
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LORRAI NE
VWhat does she want now?

Doris gives Lori a | ook.

DORI S
When i s your next hearing?

I NT. PRI SON- DAY

Rose is huddl ed near a phone in the hallway. She's al so
snoki ng.

ROSE
Lat er today.

DORIS O S
Are you nervous?

ROSE
No shit, Doris, that's why |I'm
calling. Jesus (snokes nore
furiously).

DORIS O S
Is this the | ast one?

RGSE
It shoul d be.

DORIS O S
Ch, God, Rose.

RGSE
Listen, | got to go. I'lIl call you
| ater.

DORI S
Ckay. | love you.

RCSE
Thanks.

Rose hangs up the phone and puts out her cigarette. She wal ks
to the cafeteria.

| NT. CAFETERI A- SAVE

Rose enters the cafeteria. A guard makes way for her
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GUARD
Good norning, Ms. Henry.

Rose snarls. She continues to walk to the food |line. G abs
her food, and sits down. She eats al one.

| NT. COURT- DAY
FI ashback to Rose's trial, her conviction.

JUDGE
Has the jury reach the verdict for the
case of Rose Katherine Henry?

JUROR
We have, your honor. We the jury find
the defendant guilty of second degree
mur der .

Mary cries out. She falls into Doris's arnms, who is crying
too. Rose's father and brother, John and Thomas, sit stil
next to them

MARY
It's all nmy fault. | shouldn't have
called the police. The dress. Al that
bl ood. I didn't know what to do.

DORI S
It's a set up. It has to be. | know
it. It's a set up

MARY
My baby is going to prison. My baby.
This has to be sone kind of m stake.

JUDGE
The defendant will be sentenced to 50
years in prison with eligibility for
par ol e.

Mary and Doris continues to cry. Rose is being taken away in
chains. She cries silently.

| NT. CAFETERI A- DAY

Back to the cafeteria. Rose continues to eat, but she's in
sonme kind of trance until a heavy-set, short-haired prisoner
appr oaches.
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PRI SONER
Hey Q' Lady, you gonna eat yo
biscuit? I think it's bes' you give it

to ne.
ROSE

Fuck off, you chunky | esbi an.
PRI SONER

'xcuse ne, ol' lady?
ROSE

You heard ne!

The prisoner steps closer, but a guard intervenes.

GUARD 2
s there a problem M. Henry?

ROSE
Yes, this bitch. Hungry hippo is after
nmy food.

GUARD 2

(to prisoner)
Back to your table. And | better not
see you over her again, you hear ne.

The prisoner sucks her teeth and wal ks away. Rose rolls her
eyes and finishes her food.

| NT. LI BRARY- DAY

Rose is dusting and sorting books. She is singing along to
50's nusic. A light knock on the door. It's SASHA, m ddl e-
aged, Spanish wonman. Rose didn't hear the knock.

SASHA
Is that 50's nusic?

Rose junps up a little.

SASHA
|"msorry. | didn't mean to scare you

ROSE
What do you want ?

SASHA
|'m Sasha. |"'mnew. | was sent here to
wor k.
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ROSE
You got to be kidding ne.

SASHA
| s that a probl enf

ROSE
Yes, it's a problem 1've been working
here by nyself for nearly 50 years.

SASHA
|"msorry, they told me to cone here.
Sonet hi ng about needi ng a new person
soon. | guess you're suppose to show
me around?

ROSE
Oh really? Wll tell themto kiss ny
ass.

Rose continues to work, ignoring Sasha. She turns up the
vol une of the cassette player. A |loud knock on the door. Both
junp. It's a guard.

GUARD 3
Ms. Henry, it's time for your hearing.

| NT. HEARI NG ROOW DAY
Rose enters a roomw th young people, who are professionally

dressed, sitting on the other side of a long table. She
pl asters a fake smle.

YOUNGSTER 1
Have a seat.

RCSE
Certainly.

YOUNGSTER 2

Are you Rose Kat herine Henry.

ROSE
Yes, | am

Youngster 2 takes down sone notes.

YOUNGSTER 2
The Rose Kat herine Henry that was
convicted for the nmurder of Charles
Peters back in 1955.
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ROSE
(pauses, reluctant to agree)
Yes, |'m she.

Youngster 2 takes down sone notes.

YOUNGSTER 3
Ms. Henry, are you aware that in a
week, you will have reached your ful

terms of 50 years, and you are now
bei ng eval uat ed?

RCSE
Yes, |'m awar e.

Youngster 3 takes down sone notes.

YOUNGSTER 3
Wul d you say that you are a changed
person?

ROSE
Ch, yes. A very changed person. |'m

not the sanme Rose.
Youngster 3 takes down some notes.

YOUNGSTER 1
Are you ready to enter civilization?

ROSE
Definitely. Mre than ready.

Youngster 1 takes sonme notes. Rose continues to keep the fake
smle on her face.

YOUNGSTER 1
How are you ready, Ms. Henry?

ROSE
Wll,...l haven't caused any trouble
since |'ve been here. | have taken
responsibility of the library. | have

conme to terns with my punishment. And
| am now at peace.

Youngster 1 quickly wites.

YOUNGSTER 1
Any | ast comrents, Ms. Henry?
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ROSE
' mnot young anynore. And | don't
have nmuch tinme here on Earth. 1'd

really like to spent ny last |iving
days with famly, ny twn sister,
Dori s.

Youngster 1 continues to wite. They sit in silence. Rose's
sm | e begins to wane.

YOUNGSTER 1
Ckay, Ms. Henry, that'll be all. Gve
us a few mnutes and we wll let you

know, if we think you should remain
i ncarcerated or rel eased.

RCSE
Ckay, thank you for your tine.

Rose gets up and | eaves the room She rolls her eyes.
EXT. HEARI NG ROOM SAME

Rose paces back and forth

EXT. PRI SON YARD- DAY

Rose is snoking a cigarette, silently crying.

RCSE V. O
Dori s?
DORIS V. O
Rose? How did it go? Wiat did they
say?
RCSE V. O
I"'mfree, Doris. I'mfinally free.

Rose continues to snoke, w ping her tears. Sasha watches her
at a distance. Rose senses that she's being watched. She

| ooks up and spots Sasha. Sasha qui ckly | ooks away. Annoyed,
Rose | ets out her cigarettes, and wal ks away.

I NT. ROSE'S CELL- N GHT

Rose is laying down on her bed. She's the only one in her
cell. She is listening to 50's nusic, and | ooking through old
phot os. Photos of her and Doris, and her and Charles
(Charlie). She | ooks at the picture of Charlie.
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ROSE
| don't know who killed you, Charlie.
But it wasn't nme. | know you believe
nme. But what does it matter. |'m here.
50 years later, I'mfinally free.

Rose turns up the volune to her nusic.
EXT. ASSI STED LI VI NG DAY

Doris is swnmng in the pool. Lori is |lying at the pool
side, fanning herself.

DORI S
Can you believe in Lorraine? Rose is
com ng hone!

LORRAI NE
Oh, | believe it.

DORI S
s this happening? Is this really
happeni ng?

LORRAI NE
| wish | was dreaning too.

DORI S
My sister is comng hone in a week.
Lori, we need to nove into a bigger

room
LORRAI NE
No, that's okay. I'Il nove to nmy own
room
DORI S
Lorrai ne.
LORRAI NE
Dori s.

Doris makes a happy dive. Lori rolls her eyes.

LORRAI NE
It's hot, Doris. |I'm going back
i nsi de.

DORI S

Ckay, |I'Il be there soon.
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Doris continues to swim Lorraine heads inside.
| NT. ASSI STED LI VI NG SAMVE

Lorraine is playing checkers wiwth a young volunteer. The
young volunteer is letting her win. Lorraine is on to her.

It's Lorraine turns, but she doesn't go right away.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER
(loudly, as if Lorraine is deaf)
Go ahead, it's your turn, Ms. Benson.

LORRAI NE
Yes, | know. |'m thinking.

Lorrai ne makes her nove. The young vol unteer does too, then
Lorraine. Lorraine w ns.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER
(1 oudly)
You won, Ms, Benson. Good j ob.

LORRAI NE

" m not deaf you fool. Stop all of
t hat shoutin’

YOUNG VOLUNTEER

l"msorry, | didn't nean...
LORRAI NE
(gets 1 oud)

You didn't nmean what? | don't want
your sorry. Get outta ny face. \Were's
Hannah?

The young volunteer is shaken up.

LORRAI NE
Go on. Go bot her soneone el se.

An Adm ni strator cones forward.

ADM NI STRATOR
Ms. Benson, can | see you for a
nmoment ?

LORRAI NE
Who ne? Sure. |'mnot doing nothin
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ri ght now.

The Admi nistrator escorts Lori. Doris enters and sees Lor
bei ng escort ed.

DORI S
Oh not agai n.

EXT. BETSY' S HOUSE- DAY

An ol der Betsy is gardening. Her house phone is ringing, but
she doesn't hear it.

CAVARA PAN
| NT. BETSY' S HOUSE- SAME

Pictures of her dancing. There's dancing trophies too. The
| ast picture frane is of her, Lori, and Doris during
graduation. Two boys, Carlos and George, run over to the
phone, they seemto be racing. The ol der gets the phone.

CARLCS
Hel | 0? (pauses) H nmom Yeah, she's
here. She's outside. CGeorge wll get
her .

Carl os taps Ceorge. George goes and gets Betsy. Betsy cones
in.

CARLOS
Yeah, I'"'mfine. Here she is.

Carlos tries to pass the phone.

BETSY
VWho is it?

GEORGE
It's nmom grandna.

BETSY
| don't want to talk to her

Bet sy turns around. She reaches for her pill bottle.
CARLCS

She...she said she doesn't want to
talk to you
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Bet sy takes her pill.

CARLCS
Yeah, George is still here. (hands the
phone to George). Here.

George receives the phone happily.

GEORGE
H , mana.

Betsy | eaves the house again to tend to her garden.

| NT. ASSI STED LI VI NG DAY

Doris is playing pinball with a young volunteer. Doris is
doing very well.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER 2
Ww, you're really good at this M.
Henry.

DORI S
Why, thank you.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER 2
| can't believe I'mgetting beat by an
ol d | ady.

DORI S
Now, watch your nmouth young fell ow
You're talking to a second tine
wor | dwi de tennis w nner.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER 2
No way.

DORI S
Oh yes, way before you were born. |
traveled the world and all of the U S
and played ny fanny off. So this,
pinball, is a piece of cake.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER 2
So If | googled you, you d show up?

DORI S
Googl e?

YOUNG VOLUNTEER 2
It's a website where you can search
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j ust about anyt hi ng.

DORI S
Oh, well, if you can search just about
anything then | guess I'l|l show up.

Lori gets out of the admnistrator's office. Doris sees her,
but Lori doesn't see her. Lori keeps wal ki ng, she pushes
sonmeone out of her way.

| NT. DORIS AND LORI'S ROOM NI GHT

Lorraine is already in bed, rubbing Iotion on her hand. Doris
appears and gets in bed.

DORI S
So what was t hat about?

LORRAI NE
Oh, it was the sanme ol' sanme ol' try
bei ng nice shit.

DORI S
Well, you should try.

LORRAI NE
Ch, why do | care.

Lorrai ne puts on her 50's nusic.
Along with the nusic, cuts to
I NT. STUDI O NI GHT

Betsy is dancing in an enpty studio. She really gives it her
best .

| NT. PRI SON- DAY
Bell rings. Rose's cell door open. She struggles to get up.

ROSE
One nore week of this shit.

MONTAGE
Mont age of Rose daily prison routine.

--She eats
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--She works in the library
--She snokes outside with Sasha watching her.
EXT. PRI SON YARD- DAY

Rose i s snoking outside. Sasha approaches her.

SASHA
|"mworkin' on gettin' switched to
| aundry.

ROSE
You don't have to. I'mleaving in a
f ew days.

Rose wal ks away. Sasha foll ows her.

SASHA
Leaving for good?

ROSE
No, |I'mtaking a vacation.

SASHA
Oh, so that's what they nmeant. |'m
suppose to take your place in the
library.

ROSE

No shit, Chica. Are all of you dunb?
Rose puts out her cigarette and wal ks away.
| NT. ROSE'S CELL- NI GHT

Rose puts her box full of pictures away, then she |ays down,
covering herself in her sheets. A guard comes to her cell

GUARD 4
Only a few nore days, Ms. Henry. Then
off to the free world.

ROSE
Fuck the free worl d.

The guard laughs a little. The whol e prison goes dark.

GUARD 4
"' m sure gonna m ss you
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| NT. LI BRARY- DAY

Rose is working. She has her nusic playing. Sasha is working
al so, but far away from Rose.

SASHA
I's that you singing?

ROSE
Wiy does it matter? It was a very |ong
ago.

SASHA

You have a really pretty voice.
Rose grow s.

SASHA
| s that sonething you wanted to be? A
singer? You know, if you weren't in
her e.

Rose gives Sasha a nasty stare.

SASHA
"' m sorry.

A Mail Carrier enters.

MAI L CARRI ER
| have library materials for a Rose
Henry.

ROSE
Just place themon the table.

Mail Carrier listens. Sasha nouths Rose's nane. Mail Carrier
smles to Rose's back, then | eaves.

SASHA
|'ve heard your nane before. Rose
Henry.

ROSE

Congr at ul ati ons.

SASHA
Rose Henry. Singer. Prison. Do you
know a Betsy Gonez?
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ROSE
| knew one back in high school.
SASHA
Li ncol n H gh School ?
ROSE
Yeah. How do you know t hat wetback?
SASHA
That wet back is ny nother.
ROSE
No shit. That nakes a | ot of sense
Nnow.
SASHA

She told nme everything. You. Doris.
Lorraine. Ml colm New York. Dancing.

Travel i ng.
ROSE

She's still dancing?
SASHA

Yup. She actually teaches it now.
ROSE

She never told you about Charlie?
SASHA

Who?
ROSE

Good, cause she has no busi ness.

SASHA
She didn't tal k nuch about you. She
did a | ot about Doris and Lorraine.
just.. | can't believe | didn't put it
together. The nusic. This prison.
You' re ol d.

ROSE
Thanks for rem nding ne.
SASHA
Nice to neet soneone frommy nother's

past .

Rose huffs and wal ks away.
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ROSE
We're still not friends.
| NT. CAFETERI A- DAY

Rose is eating al one. Sasha appears.

SASHA
Can you do sonething for nme?
ROSE
Don't you see |I'm eating? Leave ne
al one.
SASHA
Pl ease, it has sonmething to do with ny
not her .
ROSE

Look, your nother and I weren't the
best of friends. W weren't even
friends at all. So whatever it is. No.

SASHA
Pl ease. She won't answer ny calls. She
won't visit ne. She refuses to talk to

ne. ..
ROSE
Is that ny probl en?
SASHA
| just need for her to hear ne out
before it's too late. | have this
letter (places it near Rose). | was

wonderin', maybe. .

ROSE
Absol utely not.

SASHA
Pl ease.

Rose | ooks around for a guard.

ROSE
Quard. Excuse nme.

SASHA
| get it okay. I'msorry.
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Sasha wal ks away.
EXT. PRI SON YARD- DAY

Rose i s snoking. Sasha approaches.

ROSE
You have sone nerves you know t hat.
SASHA
What ? | just wanted to take a snoke
w th you.
ROSE
| don't need your conpany.
Sasha still stays.
SASHA
You know. I'mhere for twenty years. |
have two boys, eight and four years
old. I"'mgonna mss themgrow. |I'm

gonna mss a lot of things and it's
all ny fault.

Rose slowy wal ks away. Sasha follows, assumng they're
taki ng a wal k.

SASHA
My nom she told nme to stay away from
t he boys' father. | used to argue with

her how !l loved him He's ny
everyt hing. Even though I wasn't his
(tears start to brim.

Rose gives her a "are you serious?" |ook. She figures she'l
be here a while, she rolls her eyes and sits down.

SASHA
He was involved in sonme stuff. Things
| wouldn't want ny boys to ness with
One day, | was with himwhen he got
into an argument with sonmeone. He shot
him And we hid the body together.
Days later, | was arrested by ny
brot her, who's a cop (laughs a
little).l was charged as a conpliance
to murder. Twenty years. And ny nom
she told nme, as long as she is alive,
she's not bringing her grandbabies to
prison. |I've been here for al nost
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Sasha cri

three nonths. | haven't seen them
since. She noved themout to
California with ny sister. And ny nom
| haven't even heard her voice.

ROSE
Way don't you mail that bitch out
yoursel f? You know you can do that
her e.

SASHA
| know, but they read a | ot of what
you send out and the things in here
are real personal...and telling.

ROSE
Shit (throws out her cig). Gve ne
that damm letter.

es on Rose shoul ders. Rose pushes her off.

ROSE
Listen here, | don't do any of that
soft shit. And you shouldn't too. Not
in here. Not ever. Wpe those pussy
tears. And hurry up, give ne that damm
| etter before | change ny m nd.

Sasha funbl es through her uniformand hands the letter.

SASHA
The address is on there. | don't care
how you get it to her.

Rose gets up

ROSE
I"'mmailing this shit to her. Don't
think I'm gonna show up at her door
st ep.

SASHA
No, I..

ROSE
Good.

Rose wal ks away. Sasha w pes her tears.
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| NT. LI BRARY- NI GHT

Rose sits in the dark. She gets up to touch the w ndow pane,
curtains, the books, table. She smles at her makeshift sign
of "R K. HENRY LI BRARY".

ROSE
Bye bye. | can't prom se that you'l
be in good hands, because Sasha is a

wr eck.

Rose finds a sharp tool and wal ks near a book shelf that has
names and years served. She carves: R K HENRY 50 YEARS

EXT. QUTSI DE OF PRI SON WALLS- DAY
Doris and Lorraine is waiting for Rose.

DORI S
Any mnute now, Lorraine. Ch, | can
hardly breat he.

Doris gets out of the car. The prison gates nmake a sound.
Rose, in hand with a small bag, conmes out. Doris junps up and
runs to Rose. She gives her a big hug. Over Doris' shoul ders,
Rose sees Lori.

ROSE
What is she doing here?
DORI S
VWho cares, Rose. You're free. | have

my sister back! Let's go now. Let's
get far way fromthis prison

Doris holds Rose's hands to the car. Rose keeps her eyes on
Lori. Doris opens the back door for her.

ROSE
Wiy can't | sit in the front.
LORRAI NE
Because | have for the past 50 years.
ROSE
| renmenber the days when bl acks were
in the back
LORRAI NE

Ti me change darlin'.
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DORI S
Rose, pl ease.

Rose gets in the car. Doris closes the door and enters the
car as the driver. She drives away.

I NT. DORI'S CAR- SAME

DORI S
Ckay, we are going to have a decent
time together. No nastiness. | can't

take it anynore. Rose are you hungry?

ROSE
s that a question? |'ve been eating
prison food practically all my life.

DORI S
|"msorry. Stupid question.

| NT. RESTURANT- DAY
Doris, Rose, and Lorraine are eating.

RCSE
(to Doris)

| knowit's too |late to ask, but are
negros al | owed?

DORI S
Yes, Rose. Bl acks are all owed.

LORRAI NE
Are ex-convicts all owed?

DORI S
Lorr ai ne.

Rose notices the cell phones.
ROSE

VWhat is that in that man's year? Wy
is he talking to it?

DORI S
It's called a cell-phone. It's a
phone.

ROSE

A phone? That size?
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Rose | ooks out the wi ndow. And notices a SUV.

ROSE
What is that? That big thing?

DORI S
That right there? It's a vehicle. They
call it a SUV. A sports utility
vehi cl e.

LORRAI NE
Crying out loud. It's like you're a
toddl er again, relearning shit.

ROSE
Are you even capabl e of | earning?

LORRAI NE
Are you capable to survive out here?

DORI S
Ladi es, please. Rose, let's see what
you have in your bag. Rem nisce a
little.

RCOSE
Fi ne.

Rose puts her bag on the table. She takes a dress out.

ROSE
This shit won't fit nme. They should
have thrown it away.

DORI S
| renenber that dress.

Rose digs in nore and pulls out an orange gem neckl ace.
Lorraine, who wasn't paying attention, |ooks up and stares at
t he necklace, as if it was famliar to her.

ROSE
They had it the whole tine? Bastards.

Rose takes out the note, and quickly discards it. Doris
wonder s about it.

DORI S
VWhat was t hat?



Travel ing Years

ROSE
It's not hing.

DORI S
Then what is it?

ROSE
You won't believe who harassed ne
about that piece of paper.

DORI S
Who?

ROSE
Sasha Sanchez. Betsy's daughter.

Doris and Lori drop their spoons. Their nouths are open w de.

LORRAI NE
My Betsy?

DORI S
Qur Betsy?

ROSE

Yeah, that wetback. She's giving her
daughter an 'i told you so' silent
treatment, so she begged nme to get
this letter to her.

DORI S
You're gonna do it, right?

ROSE
| suppose, when | have the tine.

LORRAI NE
Honey, you're an ex-convict. You have
pl enty of tine.

DORI S
You have to get it to her soon.
ROSE
| will. But it's not nmy first
priority.
LORRAI NE

Ha, priorities.
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DORI S
| know! Let's bring it to her. GCh, |
can see Betsy right now. You know, she
noved out of Texas. She's in
California now.

ROSE
| am not hand delivering it to her
i ke sone damm nessanger.

DORI S
We can drive over there! Aroad trip.
I[t'Il be fun. | can't think of a

better quailty tinme.

ROSE
|"'mnot doing it, Doris.

DORI S
We have a | ot of years to make up.
really can't think of anything better.

ROSE
(thinks about it)
Fi ne. But not with Lorraine.

LORRAI NE
The worl d doesn't revol ve around you,
Rosie. | want to see ny friend too.
ROSE

Then | don't want you talking to ne.

LORRAI NE
My pl easure.

INT. DORIS AND LORI' S ROOM DAY

They qui etly pack. They take clothing, shoes, and all of the
picture franes. Rose takes in the room

ROSE
You slept that close to her?

LORRAI NE
Is there a probl en?

ROSE
| just comend her bravery.
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DORI S
Rose!

EXT. COLORED NEI GHBORHOCD- DAY

1952. Younger Doris is playing tennis with some of the black
girls in the neighborhood. Younger Lori is there, but she's
wat chi ng/ wor ki ng on her vocals with her background singers.

An unfam liar car pulls up. Younger Betsy is in it. She nakes
brief eye contact with Younger Doris and then Younger Lori.
Eventual ly, the car parks in front of a house and Younger
Betsy exits. She goes in the back and carries a box. She
enters the house.

Younger Doris and the girls take a water break when Younger
Betsy exits the house. Younger Doris notices her.

YOUNGER DORI S
Hey, you're new to this town?

Younger Betsy is caught off guard and | ooks around to nake
sure it was she Doris was talking to.

YOUNGER DORI S
Yeah, you. You're new?

Younger Lori, who was watching the whole thing, rolls her
eyes and steps forward.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Don't worry, she doesn't bite. I'm
Lorrai ne.

YOUNGER BETSY
Bet sy.

YOUNCGER DORI S
|"msorry, | didn't nmean to scare you

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Pl ease, Doris. You're a white girl
aski ng her questions |Iike she stole
sonet hin'.

YOUNGER DORI S
| was just trying to be nice.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Next tinme, try, hi, how are you
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YOUNGER DORI S
(To Younger Betsy)
H, how are you?

YOUNGER BETSY
' m fine.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
So, where are you fron?

YOUNGER BETSY
Cuba.

Charlie and Younger Rose pull up. They beep. Younger Doris
hol ds a finger up.

YOUNGER DORI S
Oh, | know now. Truman passed a new
immgration |aw. That's probably why
you' re here.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Real |y, Doris?

YOUNGER DORI S
| nean, right?

Charlie and Younger Rose exit the car. Younger Rose pouts, so
Charlie begins to flirt with her.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Don't mnd her. Listen, what school
are you going to.

YOUNGER BETSY
Li ncoln H gh School. I'min the dance
program

YOUNGER DORI S
That's where | go. That's awesonme. W
can be friends.

YOUNGER ROSE
Today, Doris.

YOUNGER DORI S
"' mcom ng, Rose! (to Younger Betsy)
You know, for a non-Anerican, you
speak really good English
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Dear God, Doris.

YOUNGER BETSY
| went to an english school back hone.

Rose beeps the horn.

YOUNGER DORI S
(to Rose)
G ve ne a m nut el

Younger Lorraine wal ks over to Younger Rose.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Don't you see she's busy. And don't be
comng to ny neck of the woods
t hi nkin' you run things.

Rose gasps. She stands behind Charlie with her arns crossed,
pouti ng. Younger Lorraine wal ks away.

CHARLI E
H to you too, Lorraine.

Younger Lorraine sticks her mddle finger at him She reaches
Younger Doris and Younger Betsy.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Anyways. . .

YOUNCGER DORI S
Were you nean to her?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
O course not. Never. (to Younger
Bet sy) You should cone out later. |'ll
show you around the nei ghborhood.

YOUNGER DORI S
And | can show you around school

YOUNGER ROSE
Dori s!

YOUNGER DORI' S
Bye.

Younger Doris |eaves. Younger Rose, Younger Doris, and
Charlie enters the car.
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| NT. CHARLI E' S CAR- SAVE
Charlie is in the driver's seat.

YOUNGER ROSE
| don't know why you I|ike hanging
around them It's a disgrace. Charlie
and | have to risk our lives picking
you up in this uncivilized
nei ghbor hood. Ugh, | need a shower.
Did you see how that Lorraine girl
pounced on nme?

CHARLI E
You know, Doris, you should really get
your sel f checked.

YOUNGER DORI S
You know what. | think I'll just walk
home next tine.

YOUNGER ROCSE
Thank God.

| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

Younger Rose and Charlie are sitting by the piano. She's
singing and he's playing. Doris enters the house fromthe
pool. Their nother, Mary, is snoking in the living room
readi ng a nmagazine. doria, the help and Lorraine' s nother,
i s dusting.

YOUNGER DORI S
(to Mary)
| met a new Cuban today.

MARY
D d you, dear?

YOUNGER DORI S
Yeah. She's so sweet

YOUNGER ROSE
Truman nmade a big mstake. | think
Ameri ca have enough col oreds.

CHARLI E
Focus.

YOUNCGER ROSE
| am Charlie. You don't need to speak
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to ne in that kind of tone.

YOUNGER DORI S
Alittle nmore color isn't going to
hurt anyone.

YOUNGER ROSE
How many col ored friends are you
striving for? Big nmouth Lorraine isn't
enough?

Goria | ooks up. Doris quickly |ooks at Goria. Goria | ooks
away.

YOUNGER DORI S
Rose, why don't you focus like Charlie
sai d.

CHARLI E
Thank you, Doris. Mssy here has a
radi o gi g soon.

YOUNGER ROSE
Oh hush Charli e.

| NT. LINCOLN H GH SCHOOL- DAY
Younger Rose is talking with a group of friends.

YOUNGER ROSE
You girls better not mss it. Tune in
tonorrow at two.

Younger Doris taps her on the shoulder to introduce her to
Younger Bet sy

YOUNGER DORI S
| want you to neet her. You'll see she
isn't bad.

YOUNGER BETSY
H, |'m Betsy.

YOUNGER ROSE
Was that even in American?

YOUNCER DORI S
Rose.
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YOUNGER RCSE
How was the swi m over here?

YOUNGER BETSY

What ? Swi nf

YOUNGER ROSE
Look, I'mnot |ooking for new
friends....

YOUNGER BETSY
Well, Doris, insist...

YOUNGER ROSE
Especially col ored ones. Unlike Doris
here, | have an image to keep. A
serious one.

YOUNGER DORI S
Wiy do you al ways have to be so nasty?

Younger Doris wal ks away with Younger Betsy.
| NT. DANCE CLASS- DAY
Bet sy's dance class. She sits al one.

DANCE TEACHER
Cl ass, we have a new student. She's
from Guat emal a.

YOUNGER BETSY
| "' m from Cuba.

DANCE TEACHER
Excuse ne?

YOUNGER BETSY
You said | was from Guatemala. But |'m
fr om Cuba.

DANCE TEACHER
Sanme thing, Dear. Cass, her nanme
is...

YOUNGER BETSY
Bet sy.

DANCE TEACHER
That's right. Betsy is know a part of
our dance program Even though she's
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Puerto Rican, we're going to accept
her. Under st and?

The students don't respond. One raises her hand.

STUDENT 1
Does she even dance?

YOUNGER BETSY
Yes, | dance.

DANCE TEACHER
O course she does, or else she would
have been enrolled in a col ored school
i nstead. Betty, dear, please, show us
somet hi ng.

YOUNGER BETSY
Now?

DANCE TEACHER
No, after school. O course now.

Bet sy gets up. She takes a deep breath, then dances. She wows
everyone in the room

DANCE TEACHER
Ww, that was spectacul ar.

STUDENT 2
|'ve seen better.

STUDENT 3
Me too.

STUDENT 1

She knows a few things, so what.
| NT. BENSON' S HOMVE- NI GHT

Atired Goria walks in. Younger Lori cones out of the
kitchen, ready to go sonewhere.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
H mama, | cooked di nner.

GLORI A
Thanks, baby. Were you goin'?
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
It's Tuesday renenber?

GLORI A
That's right. I'mso sorry, baby. If |
remenbered, | wouldn't have let Ms.
Henry hold nme so late

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
It's okay, Mama.

GAORI A
VWhere's Mal col nf?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
He's com ng soon. He went to make sure
the stage was ready for ne. You'll see
hi m bef ore you sl eep.

GORI A
Don't stay up so |ate.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
O course not mana.

Younger Lorraine kisses her nom and | eaves.

| NT. LUCILLE' S PLACE- NI GHT

The restaurant that Younger Lorraine sings in. Malcolmis
sitting at a table by hinself when Younger Doris surprises
hi m

YOUNGER DORI'S

Sur pri se!
MALCOLM
Hey!
They bot h hug.
MALCOLM

How s ny favorite white girl doin'?

YOUNGER DORI S
She's doing alright. (takes a seat)
Did I mss Lorraine?

MALCOLM
No, she's next.
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YOUNGER DORI S

Good. | had to sneak over. here.
MALCOLM
Ch, life nust be so hard for you

YOUNGER DORI S
(giggles/ flirts)
Ch, stop it.

Younger Betsy appears.

YOUNGER DORI S
Bet sy! What are you doi ng here?

YOUNGER BETSY
Lorraine invited ne.

YOUNGER DORI S

O course she did. I'msorry.
YOUNCGER BETSY

Hi , Ml col m
MALCOLM

Hi , Betsy.

They both hug, and kiss each other on the cheek. Younger
Doris | ooks away out of jealousy. Malcolmpulls out a chair
for Younger Betsy.

ANNOUNCER
Ladi es and gentlenen, give it up for
t he one we've been waiting for.
Lorrai ne Benson!

Crowd goes wild. Lorraine appears and gi ves an awesone
performance. Younger Lorraine finishes.

YOUNGER BETSY
Ww, she was anazi ng.

YOUNGER DORI S
Isn't she? Her voice gives nme chills.
Not to nention, she has an awesone
manager (nudges at Ml colm.

MALCOLM
Thank you. But she does it al
hersel f.
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Younger Lorrai ne bows on stage, and wal ks away.
| NT. RADI O STATI ON- DAY

Younger Rose is at the radio station. Qutside of the roomare
her fans and friends. Younger Doris is not there. Charlie
sits in the same room

RADI O HOST
Wel comre back to WE.R B. W have with
us the lovely Rose Henry.

YOUNGER ROSE
Actually, it's Rose Katherine. W're
changi ng nmy stage nane.

RADI O HOST
|"msorry fol ks, Rose Katheri ne,
formerly known as Rose Henry. So, Rose
| learned a fun fact about you

recently.
YOUNGER ROSE
And what is that?
RADI O HOST
You have a sister, and she's your
tw n.
YOUNGER ROSE

Fraternal tw n.

RADI O HOST
|s she here with us? What's her nane?

YOUNGER ROSE
(1 ooks around)
Her name is Doris. And no, she isn't
here. (enbarrassed) She's al so busy
with her own stuff.

RADI O HOST
| s she a singer too?

YOUNGER ROSE
Tenni s pl ayer.

RADI O HOST
Sounds like you gals are two different
people. Tell us, why the nane change?
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YOUNGER ROSE
Well, ny manager and | felt it was
best .

RADI O HOST
It does sound prettier.

YOUNGER ROSE
Thank you. And thank you for having nme
here agai n.

RADI O HOST
O course. W | ove having you here
Rose. So tell us, what song are you
si ngi ng today.

YOUNGER ROSE
An original. It's called, If | Was
Your Grl.

RADI O HOST

If | WAas Your Grl. Let's hear it.

Younger Rose collects herself, then she gives an outstandi ng
per f or mance.

RADI O HOST
There you have it fol ks, anot her
out st andi ng performance by our very
own Rose Kat heri ne.

EXT. COLORED NEI GHBORHOCD- DAY

Younger Doris is playing tennis with black people (the reason
why she wasn't at the station). Charlie and Younger Rose pul
up. Younger Rose angrily exits the car, slamm ng the door.

YOUNGER ROSE
| knew I'Il find you here. Al of
Lincoln H gh was there, except ny very
own si ster.

YOUNGER DORI S
|"m sure you did great, Rose.

YOUNGER ROSE
You missed ny radio gig to play tennis
with them | can't believe youl!
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YOUNGER DORI S
Rose, I'msorry | mssed it. | just
need to practice for nmy game tonorrow.
And | like practicing with them They
keep me on ny toes.

YOUNGER ROSE
(roll's her eyes)
Doris, | don't care. | know you went
to see that Lorraine girl sing |ast
ni ght, but you didn't cone out for ne.

Younger Rose wal ks away.

YOUNGER DORI S
Rose!

Younger Rose continues to wal k

YOUNGER DORI S
['ll be there next tine. Prom se.

Charlie and Younger Rose drive away.
I NT. LI NCOLN HI GH SCHOOL- DAY

Younger Doris is at her |ocker. Younger Rose and her friends
are scream ng down the hall about Younger Rose being asked to
sing the national anthem at the baseball gane.

FRI END
So are you going to do it? Sing the
nati onal anthem at the baseball ganme?

YOUNGER ROSE
That's a stupid question.

FRI END
"' m sorry.

YOUNGER ROSE
O course, I'mgoing to do it. On
gosh, | need to tell Charlie.

Younger Doris approaches Rose.

YOUNGER DORI S
That's awesone, Rose!

YOUNGER ROSE
Excuse ne. Supporters only.
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Younger

Rose and her friends brush past Younger

EXT. TENNI' S COURT- DAY

Doris is wnning her tennis gane. She wins it.
the crowd, and sees her nmom and Younger Betsy.
is not there.

I NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

Younger

Dori s.

She | ooks to
Younger Rose

Rose is practicing at the piano with Charlie. Mary
and Younger Doris enters.

MARY
H , sweetie.

YOUNGER ROSE
H , nom

MARY

Charlie, darling.

CHARLI E
H, Ms. Henry.

MARY
How many tines | have to tell you
Call nme Mary. Ms. Henry rem nds ne of
my not her-in-1aw.

CHARLI E
Mary.

MARY
(lights a cigarette)
Rose, dear, your sister won her gane.

YOUNCGER DORI S
Too bad you weren't there.

YOUNCER ROSE

Oh, darn. | need to practice. |'msure

you understand, right, Doris?

YOUNGER DORI'S

| get it. | already said | was sorry.
And 1"l definitely be there for your
next gig.

YOUNCGER ROSE
Pi nky prom se?
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YOUNGER DORI S
Pi nky prom se.

They both pinky prom se, kissing their own hand.
EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- DAY

Younger Doris, Younger Lorraine, and Younger Betsy are in the
pool. Mary has her feet in the pool while she snokes, and
reads a magazi ne. Younger Rose sits at the pool side. Goria
is inside, |ooking out the w ndow.

YOUNGER DORI S
Way don't you cone in Rose. The poo
feels great. Even nom has her feet in
it.

YOUNGER ROSE
|"msure it feels amazing, but not
when all types of coloreds are inside
of it.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
For someone with a pretty nanme |ike
Rose, you do a very good job being
everything but a soft, delicate
flower. You're nore like a rose stem
You know, the thorns on the side that
no one |ikes.

YOUNGER ROSE
Keep talking to ne the way you do and
"1l have your nom fired.

YOUNCER DORI S
Rose!

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
You'll actually be doin" us a favor.

Younger Rose gasp. She gets up and sits further away from
Younger Lorraine. Charlie cones out and sits by Younger Rose.

YOUNCGER ROSE
The nerve of that girl.

CHARLI E
Who?

YOUNCGER ROSE
That bl acki e! The way she speaks to
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me. It's disgusting.

CHARLI E
(1 ooks at Younger Lorraine)
| thought coloreds didn't know how to
SW m
YOUNCGER ROSE
She didn't. Doris taught her.

CHARLI E
O course the Cuban knows how to swi m

Bot h | aughs.
EXT. ROADTRI P- DAY

Present day. Doris is driving. Lorraine is in the passenger's
side, while Rose is in the back. Lorraine starts to sing.
Rose is quickly annoyed.

ROSE
Can you spare our ears, Lorraine. Dear
God, how were you a singer?

LORRAI NE
You're pathetic, Rose. Jeal ous you
never got the chance?

ROSE
Jeal ous of who, you? Don't flatter
yourself. | would have done way better
t han you.

LORRAI NE

Shoul da, coul da, woul da, but don't you
remenber? You were | ocked up, Rosie
dear.

ROSE
|"m surprised you didn't find your way
in there. Al the other blacks did.

LORRAI NE
| didn't kill anyone.
ROSE
| never killed anyone. | nost

certainly never killed Charlie!
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LORRAI NE
Who did, Rose? You were the | ast one
seen with himl Not to nention his
bl ood on your dress.

Doris angrily pulls the car aside.

DORI S
"' mnot having this! Absolutely not.
None of this prison talk, back
tal ki ng, slandering, malicious back

and forth. O I'll just |eave you two
on the side of the road, and I'll see
Bet sy nyself. What do you guys prefer?
Huh?

LORRAI NE

Ch stop being dramatic, Doris, and
just drive.

ROSE
Go!

Doris starts to drive.

DORI S
|"mnmean it. This is suppose to be
fun, okay.

Both Lorraine and Rose roll their eyes.
| NT. DOCTER S OFFI CE- DAY

Betsy is in the doctor's office. Betsy is finishing up her
appoi nt nent .

DOCTOR
Everyt hing seens the sane fromthe
last tine | saw you.

BETSY
That's good, right? It's not progress,
but I'm not getting worse.

DOCTOR
Ms. Sanchez, |'ve already told you
plenty tinmes before how | feel about
your situation, and..

BETSY
The other night, | danced. Not those
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smal | novenents, but danced. | was in
the air, weightless, lost in the
rhythm |1 danced. | haven't done that
in years. | don't know, | just feel

nmore alive lately.

DOCTOR
But Ms. Sanchez, surely, your health
is nore inportant.

BETSY
| was happy, even if it was for a
moment. It was worth it.

| NT. ASSI STED LI VI NG DAY

A nurse is leading the adm nistrator to Lorraine's and
Doris's room

NURSE
|"mjust worried. | haven't seen
ei ther of them since | ast night.

They reached the room The nurse opens the door to an enpty
roomw th beds perfectly nade.

ADM NI STRATOR
They' ve done this before, they'll
di sappear hours at a tine, no word
where, like two teenage girls.

NURSE
VWhat should | do?

ADM NI STRATOR
Gve it a wiile. A few hours, maybe,
then call the cops.

NURSE
Ckay.

EXT. MOTEL- NI GHT

Doris, Rose, and Lorraine pull up. They all get out of the
car.

DORI S
"Il ask for a famly room That way,
there'll be a queen size bed for Rose

and |, and a single bed for you,
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Lorr ai ne.

LORRAI NE
Ch, no. | amnot sleeping in the sane
roomw th her.

DORI S
Lorrai ne, please.

LORRAI NE
|"'mserious, Doris. That's exactly
what she needs, an opportunity to
suf focate ne.

ROSE
Are you serious?

DORI S
Don't be foolish, Lorraine.

ROSE
As tenpting as that sounds, | won't be
thrown back in prison for you

LORRAI NE

| want nmy own room
DORI S

You' re being ridicul ous, Lorraine.
LORRAI NE

You know what, I'll pay for nmy own

room

Lorrai ne wal ks away.

ROSE
It would have been better just you and
me, Doris.

DORI S

Ch stop it, Rose.
| NT. MOTEL ROOM- NI GHT
Doris and Rose are preparing their individual beds.

ROSE
A real bed.
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Bot h get

DORI S
Not really. It's a notel bed.

on their beds.

ROSE
Well it's better than the wood | sl ept
on for 50 years.

DORI S
| remenber when | used to travel for
my ganmes. Ch, the kinds of beds |
slept on. | used to rate them you
know. Spain was the first to get an A
plus (laughs a little).

ROSE
| wish I'd seen your ganes.
DORI S
It's okay, Rose. | have sone on video
somewher e
ROSE
You know, Doris. | didn't kill
Charlie.
DORI S
Rose, pl ease.
ROSE
| don't know who did.
DORI S
Rose. ...
ROSE
Who ever did, framed nme. The bl ood on
my dress, | don't understand.
DORI S

Rose, stop it. This has already cone
between us all these years. And

bet ween nom dad, and Thomas. (starts
to get teary eyes) No nore. | can't
take it.

ROSE
Just tell ne this, do you think
killed hinf
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DORI S
You ask me this all of the tine, and
| ve al ways sai d no.

Lorraine barges in the room Her hair is a ness and her eyes
are watery. Both Doris and Rose are startl ed.

DORI S
Lorr ai ne!
LORRAI NE
(to Rose)

| want an apol ogy from you.

ROSE
(gets of f of bed)
A what!
LORRAI NE

You heard ne! An apol ogy!

ROSE
An apol ogy? For what ?

Doris gets off her bed.

DORI S
Ladi es, people are trying to sleep.(to
Lorraine) Do you have to do this now?

LORRAI NE
Yes, | have to. | want an apol ogy for
all those years you nmade ny life hell.
M ne, my nother's, my brother's, ny
father's....black people.

ROSE
Are you serious?

LORRAI NE
Wuld | be in here if | wasn't?

ROSE
Well, you're not getting an apol ogy.
So you can march right back to your
room m ssy!

LORRAI NE
Not until | get ny apol ogy.
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ROSE
Hol d your breath while you wait.
LORRAI NE
(gasps) _
"' m not going anywhere till | get ny

apology (pulls up a chair and sits).

ROSE
Then it's going to be a | ong night
(sits back on bed).

DORI S
(sits back on bed)
This is ridicul ous.

Rose makes hersel f confortable on her bed, while Lorraine
does the sanme with her chair, then they both stare at each
ot her, chal l engi ng one another with arnms cross. Doris sits
with her arns cross too.

| NT. BLACK DANCE HALL- NI GHT

1952. Bl ack people are dancing to black nmusic. Younger Doris
is dancing with Mal col m Younger Lorraine shows up with
Younger Betsy. Younger Lorraine brings Younger Betsy to a
group of her friends, Ebony, Denise, and Shirley.

EBONY
Lorrai ne, good job on Tuesday!
DENI SE
Yeah, you did that thang!
SHI RLEY
Sorry, | couldn't make it. | had to

wor K.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thanks girls. And its okay, Shirley, I

understand. | was workin' too (w nks
at her).

SHI RLEY
Thanks. I'll try to be there next
time.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
"1l be | ooking for you.
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DENI SE
Who's your friend? (points at Betsy)

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Ch, I'msorry. This is Betsy. She's
new in town. She's over at Lincoln for
t he dance program Betsy, this is
Ebony, Denise, and Shirley.

Everyone smles and says their hellos.

YOUNGER BETSY
| renmenber seeing you guys at the

tennis court, | think. Sorry.

EBONY
It's okay. People say all black folks
| ook ali ke.

SHI RLEY
Wait a second, | renmenber you. You
wer e anbushed by Doris and her 50-11
guesti ons.

YOUNGER BETSY
(1 aughs)
Yeah, that's right.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Doris is here?

DENI SE
Yeah, and she's dancing with your
brot her....again.

EBONY

She | oves her sone dark chocol ate.
Younger Doris and Malcolmturn to see them they approach.

MALCOLM
(to Younger Betsy)
Hey, you cane.

YOUNGER BETSY
| did.

YOUNGER DORI' S
Hi, Betsy. Lorraine.



Travel ing Years

LORRAI NE
Hey girl.

YOUNGER BETSY
H, Doris.

YOUNGER DORI S
Did Lorraine drag you here?

YOUNGER BETSY
Just a little bit.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Well, she's a dancer. | figured this
woul d be your thing.

MALCOLM
(to Younger Betsy)
That's right, you're a dancer. Cone
dance with nme. Show nme what you got
(pull's Betsy's hand).

BETSY
| dance ball et and contenporary,
not...not...

MALCOLM
VWhat ?

BETSY
| can't dance like that (points to
peopl e danci ng).

MALCOLM
Ch, it's easy. I'll show you

Mal col m and Younger Betsy are on the dance floor. Malcolmis
al ready show ng her how to dance |like them Younger Doris
| ooks on, jealous. The girls watch her.

EBONY
Do you |i ke Mal col n?

YOUNCGER DORI S
VWho ne? oh no. He's just ny friend.

DENI SE
Grl, what are you doi ng here anyways.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Deni se.



Travel ing Years

DENI SE
It's just a question.

YOUNGER DORI S
| I'ike being around you peopl e.

SHI RLEY
You peopl e?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
She didn't nean it that way, Shirley.

YOUNGER DORI S
| mean. | |ike being around this
culture, this atnosphere.

SHI RLEY
That sounds bett a.

@un shots are heard from outside, then | oud banging on the
wal I s. Peopl e are scream ng, running around, and ducking.

Then a few broken wi ndows with laughter that follows. Ml colm
and Younger Betsy approach the girls.

MALCOLM
What' s goi ng on?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| don't know.

DENI SE
| bet it's a bunch of white people.

EBONY
O course it be white fol ks.

SHI RLEY
(to Younger Doris)
You probably know 'em

YOUNGER DORI S
| don't know anyone that nean.

MALCOLM
| want you girls to lay flat on the
ground. Imma | ock the doors.
(di sappears).

While they get in their new positions. Doris sees the outline
of what |ooks |ike to be Charlie, and in a car behind him a
girl sits in the passenger's seat. It |ooks |ike Rose.
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EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD- DAY

The basebal | gane where Rose is going to sing. An angry
younger Doris sits at a distance from Charlie on the
bl eachers. She eyes him

SPORT ANNOUNCER
Ladi es and gentl enmen, singing the
nati onal anthem for us this afternoon
is our very own Rose Henry...|'m
sorry, Rose Katheri ne.

Rose appears. The crowd cheers. Rose stands on her platform

YOUNGER ROSE
"Il like to dedicate this to ny
brot her, Thomas Henry, who is fighting
for out country in Korea right now.

The crowd continues to cheer. Rose begins to sing.
Back to Charlie and Dori s.
YOUNGER DORI S

| know it was you | ast night. How
coul d you?

CHARLI E
What are you tal king about, little
Si s?
YOUNGER DORI S
The dance hall. God, you nmake ne si ck.

CHARLI E
| was with your sister |ast night.

YOUNGER DORI S
| saw her too. In the car.

CHARLI E
Doris, sweetie, where is this com ng
fronf

Moves cl oser to her.

YOUNGER DORI S
You' re pathetic.

CHARLI E
Quch. That hurts. Look, Doris, ne,
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you, we're practically famly (waps
his arnms around her). W need to work
on this tension between us.

YOUNGER DORI S
(forcefully renoves his hand)
Go fuck yoursel f.

CHARLI E
(1 aughs)
Then | woul dn't need your sister, now
woul d 17?

YOUNCGER DORI S
You' re di sgusti ng.

CHARLI E
And you're not very lady like. See how
the cromd | oves a lady (points at
Rose).

Doris noves her seat. Rose finishes the anthem The crowd
goes wild. Doris turns to | ook back at Charlie, who gestures
to her to hear the crowmd. Doris rolls her eyes and turns

ar ound.

| NT. SCHOOL CAFETERI A- DAY

Younger Lorraine's school. Ebony, Denise, and Shirley are at
a table, eating and waiting for Lorraine.

EBONY
Should I tell her?

SHI RLEY
|"'mnot afraid to tell her. Shoot,
"1l go to the Iine and tell her right
now.

DENI SE
Wait till she conme, Shirley. Look,
she's com ng right now

Younger Lorraine conmes with her plate of food, and sits down.
She notices the way the girls are | ooking at her.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
What ? | got a booga in ny nose.
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EBONY
Ew, no. Look, Lorraine..

SHI RLEY
That white girl, you need to drop her
as a friend.

EBONY
She's the one that brought 'emwhite
f ol ks ova'

DENI SE

And they'l| cone again.

SHI RLEY
They know she was there. You can't
hang around her anynore.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| know. | haven't tal ked to her ever
since, and it's been a week.

SHI RLEY
Good. Next thing you know, we all
dead.
EBONY
Shirl ey!
SHI RLEY
What? It's true. Shoot. I'mstil

traumati zed.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
|"'msorry ya'll

SHI RLEY
You shoul d be, cause | didn't sign up
for that. Gettin' shot at when I'm
just tryin' to have a good tine.

DENI SE
kay, Shirley. She gets it.

SHI RLEY
"' mjust sayin'

EBONY
How d you neet her anyways.
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
My mama work for their famly. Their
manma invites us to their house for
di nner a few tines.

SHI RLEY
And ever since that first dinner, that
white girl becane your shadow.

Al'l | augh.
EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- DAY

Younger Doris is swming in her pool. GQoria puts dry towels
on the chairs. Younger Rose is heard on the piano in the
backgr ound.

YOUNGER DORI S
Thanks, d ori a.

Goria ankwardly snmi | es.

YOUNGER DORI S
doria?

GORI A
Yes, Ms. Doris?

YOUNGER DORI S
Pl ease, just Doris. W' ve been through
thi s al ready.

GORI A
|"msorry. Doris.

YOUNGER DORI S
Did Lorraine tell you anything? She
haven't spoken to ne in weeks. Can you
tell her | mss her.

GLORl A
Yes, |I'Il tell her.

YOUNCGER DORI S
kay, thank you.

GORI A
Wl conme (wal ks away) .

Doris | ooks after her, but then she sw ns away.
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| NT. BENSON S HOVE- NI GHT
Goria wal ks in. Younger Lorraine is about to |eave.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Hey Mana (kisses doria on the cheek),
did you see Ml col m out si de?

GORI A
Yeah, | did. Don't be late tonight.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
W won't. (senses sonething i s wong)
What's wong, Mama?

GLORI A
Ch nothin'. Don't worry about ne.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Did the Henry's do sonmething to you?
Was it Rose?

GORI A
Oh no, Lorraine. Doris. She wanted ne
to tell you that she m ssed you. But |
don't know Lorraine. | don't want you
to be so close with her. Especially
since she's ny boss's daughter.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| know, Mana.

GLORI A
She's a nice girl and all, betta' than
that Rose girl. But | heard about what
happened at the dance hall. That's
sonme danger ous busi ness.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
And | haven't seen her since. Everyone
been saying it was cause of her, and
she was there cause of ne. So, | don't
want that bl ame.

GLORI A
| know baby. You betta' go, Mal col m be
waitin' for you.

Younger Lorraine kisses Goria, and | eaves.
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| NT. LUCILLE'S PLACE- NI GHT

Younger Lorraine is perform ng. Ml col mand Younger Betsy is
there. Younger Doris is there, but she stays at a distance.
Mal col m and Younger Betsy sits close and they flirt. Doris
becones j eal ous.

Younger Lorraine is done perform ng and she steps off the
stage to Mal col m and Younger Betsy. They enbrace her.

Younger Doris is wal king forward when Younger Lorraine sees
her. Younger Lorraine nmeets her half way.

YOUNGER DORI S
Hey. .

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
VWhat are you doi ng here?

YOUNCGER DORI S
What do you nean? | al ways cone.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Yeah, but that was before the
i nci dent .

YOUNGER DORI S
You think |I had something to do with
t hat ?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
A lot of us think you were the reason.

Younger Doris | ooks over Younger Lorraine shoulders to see
Mal col m and Younger Betsy | ook away after staring.

YOUNGER DORI S
I s that why you haven't been speaking
to me?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
It's one of the reasons why. Look,
Doris, | don't think we can be
friends.

YOUNGER DORI S
Why? Is it sonething Rose said?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Rose? Pl ease.
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YOUNGER DORI S
Then what is it?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
It's not safe anynore. People notice.
It's becom ng risky.

YOUNCGER DORI S
| "' massum ng since Mal col m and Bet sy
have yet to cone over and say hi
they're feeling the sane way, huh?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| guess.

Younger Doris takes it all in before she wal ks away.
| NT. MOTEL- DAY

Present day. Lorraine and Rose are all sleeping in the sane
position they were when they decided to stare and wait. Doris
is sleeping in a confortable position. An alarmring. Doris
gets up. The others doesn't wake. Doris wal ks over to the

wi ndow and pul |l s back the blinds.

DORI S
Ri se and shine, children!

Lorrai ne and Rose groan awake.

EXT. MOTEL- DAY

Al three are walking to the car. Rose practically pushes
pass Lorraine to get to the passenger's side. She succeeds.

Lorraine starts to bang on the door.

LORRAI NE
Hey!

ROSE
To the back sucker!

DORI S
Lorrai ne, please. Not today.

Lorraine gives Rose a dirty | ook before getting in the car
t hrough t he back

I NT. DORI S'S CAR- DAY

They have been driving for a while.
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ROSE
So, Betsy. What happened to her?

DORI S
What do you nean?

ROSE
You know, what did she do with her
life? O, what did life do to her?

DORI S
VWell, she had a very successful
danci ng career. She travel ed. GCot
married. Had children, as you know.
And now, she's teaching dance.

ROSE
Better than what | expected from her.
Must have been a nice life. Lucky her.

DORI S

It wasn't always so ni ce.
ROSE

How so?
LORRAI NE

You don't need to know, Ms. Nosy. Stop
acting |ike you are asking about an
old friend. Wien did you ever care for

her ?
ROSE

No one was tal king to you, Lorraine.
DORI S

Her husband di ed.
LORRAI NE

And that's all you gettin'.
DORI S

Ri ght after she had Sasha.
LORRAI NE

Dori s!
ROSE

How did he die?
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DORI S
He was tired of her traveling. O him
having to travel. A couple nonths
after Sasha was born, Betsy was
offered to do a show. She prom sed
Victor that it would be her |ast
i nternational performance. O course,
he rather she stayed home with their
three kids. But she ended up going,
and convinced himto go too. After the
performance, he left early.

LORRAI NE

You don't have to finish you know.
DORI S

Ch, hush, Lorraine. | mght as well.

|"ve gone this far.

ROSE
What happened to hinf?

DORI S
He died in a car crash on her way to
the show. It blew up in flanes.

ROSE
Ch God.

DORI S
Bet sy, she...she struggled wth guilt,
sel f-bl ane. She even stopped danci ng
for a while. And now her daughter is
in prison.

Rose searches for Sasha's letter. She finds it.

ROSE
Here's Sasha's letter (begins to open
it).

DORI S
What are you doi ng?

ROSE
What? |'mjust going to read what it
says.

LORRAI NE

You see what | nean? Nosy. She neva'
cared for Betsy. She just wanted to be
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i n other people's business.

DORI S

Rose, you can't read that.
ROSE

Way not ?
DORI S

It's not for you to read. G nme that.

Doris reaches out to get the letter. She m sses because Rose
noves it away. The car swerves. Doris tries again. Lorraine
gets in it too.

Suddenly, the wind picks up the letter and it flies out of
the window. Al panic. Doris tries to followit wth the car
It still dances in the w nd.

Wth no one paying attention to the road, the car swerves
| eft then right on the road.

Suddenly, a big sem -truck honks its horn. They are al

alert. They screamin panic. Doris swerves out of the way.
She swerves so hard that they end up on the side of the road.
They do a violent turn before they stop. Heavy breat hing.

LORRAI NE
|'mtoo old for this.

ROSE
Watch the road next tine, Doris!

DORI S
Me?! This is all your fault!

ROSE
Oh shit, the letter.

DORI S
Where did it go?

The letter lands right outside Lorraine' s w ndow.

LORRAI NE
Ri ght here (she opens the door and
retrieves it. She sticks it in her
shirt). And it's staying with ne.
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ROSE
Seriously?
DORI S
Good. Now, let's get this road trip

goi ng.

Doris tries to restart the car with some struggle, then it
starts and they are on their way.

| NT. ASSI STED LI VI NG DAY

A Spani sh cop and the Adm nistrator is standing in front of
an open door to Doris and Lorraine's room (they packed their
photos). He's taking notes.

CcoP
W will definitely file. But |
woul dn't worry too nmuch about it. The
elderly like to do their own thing.

ADM NI STRATOR
Especially these two.

corP
My nom does that sonetines. Did they
menti on anyt hing about fam|ly?
Fri ends?

ADM NI STRATOR
| was meaning to nention that to you
Doris. She had a twn sister who was
bei ng rel eased fromprison after 50
years. Can you believe that?

corP
Real ly. Do you know the sister's nane?
Did she pick her up the day they went
m ssi ng?

ADM NI STRATOR
| don't recall the sister's nanme. You
shoul d ask the nurse closest to Doris.
And |'m assum ng she went to pick her
sister up. You know, after 50 years,
who's really around?

COP
Got it. So the two roonmmmates are
Lorrai ne Benson..... hey (looks at the

singing trophies as if for the first
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time), Lorraine Benson, the singer
right?

ADM NI STRATOR
That's right.

corP
My nomlistens to her all of the tine.
And the other roommate is Doris Henry,

correct?
ADM NI STRATOR
Yes....and yes, the tennis player.
CcorP
"' m sorry.

ADM NI STRATOR
Doris Henry. She was a professional
tenni s pl ayer.

COP.
Hmph, | didn't know that.

ADM NI STRATOR
(thinks for a bit)
Rose! Rose Henry. That's her twin's
nane.

The cop takes note.

coP
Rose Henry. Sounds famliar. Thank
you. We should put this in our system

ADM NI STRATOR
kay, thanks for your tinme. Let us
know i f we can assist you any further.

CcoP
O course.

The cop | eaves. The admi nistrator |ets out a heavy breath.

ADM NI STRATOR
(to nurse)
We do not need this | ook (rubs

tenpl es).
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EXT. PORT- DAY

1953. The end of the Korean War. Family and friends are
awai ting their soldiers. Sone have signs that read "Wl cone
back" or "W m ss you". Younger Doris, Younger Rose, Mary,
and JOHN, the twins father, awaits Thonas.

THOVAS and a crowd of sol di ers approaches.

YOUNGER DORI S
There he is (points)!

Everyone | ooks where she points.

YOUNGER ROSE
Tonmy!

The twins run to him The parents speed-wal k.

The twins make it to Tommy first and they hug. They shower
himw th ki sses.

YOUNGER DORI S
Wl come back

YOUNCGER ROSE
|"mso glad you' re here. You know, |
sung the national anthem at the
basebal| ganme and | dedicated it to
you.

TOMWY
Did you?

The parents approach.

MARY
My boy.
JOHN
Son.
They hug.
TOMWY

H nmom hi dad.

JOHN
We are so proud of you, son.
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MARY
We are, but don't you dare |eave ne
agai n.

TOMW
| won't.

YOUNCGER ROSE
We have a surprise for you back hone.

YOUNGER DORI S
Rose! You're not suppose to tel
soneone they have a surprise. It's a
surpri se.

YOUNGER ROCSE
| didn't tell himwhat it was.

Younger Doris rolls her eyes.

MARY
Let's go hone now.

They all leave armto arm
| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

A big wel cone party for Tonmy awaits him The Henry famly
enters. Everyone yells "surprise."” Tommy tries to act
surpri se.

TOMW
Ch wow.

YOUNGER DORI S
He's faking it. Rose told him

Everyone |l ets out an "oh". Wiile Tommy wal ks through the
house. One by one, people say wel conme back to him Sonme hug
hi m

Ti me passes. People are enjoying thensel ves.

Younger Rose wal ks over to the piano where Charlie waits for
her.

YOUNCGER RCSE
Attention everyone.

Younger Rose picks up a glass and a fork and taps on it.
Si | ence.
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YOUNGER ROSE
Thank you. | understand your
excitenment. W are excited too. So
excited, that Charlie and | wote a
song for Tomy.

Everyone | ooks at each other in a "really, now?" | ook.
Charlie begins playing the piano. Rose begins to sing.
| NT. BENSON' S HOVE- DAY

Goria is leaving the kitchen with a cake and a big smle on
her face. In the dining room sits Younger Lorraine, Mlcolm
and REGA E, their dad. He's al so back fromthe war

GORI A
Wel come back, suga’

REGA E
Hmm that | ooks good. Al that for ne?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
You' re not gonna' share?

MALCOLM
Yeah, pops. You just gonna have us
| ook at you eat manma's cake.

REGA E
| ' ve done enough sharing overseas. But
since we all famly, | guess | can
share. But one piece each. Only

(smles).

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Oh, daddy. | m ss you.

G oria has already put the cake down and she's cutting it
now.

REGA E
| mss you too, baby girl. Sing
sonet hing for me.
Lorraine starts to sing a capella.

| NT. RADI O STATI ON- DAY

Younger Rose and the radio host are talking. Doris is
standi ng outside the glass window. In the background of
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Younger Doris is Charlie, talking to soneone, a nan.

RADI O HOST
So, Rose, sonething very exciting
happened to you this week. Do you want
to tell people what it is.

YOUNCGER ROSE
O course. My brother, Thomas, is back
home fromthe war. My famly and | are
beyond thrilled (waves at Doris).

Younger Doris waves back. When Younger Rose | ooks away,
Younger Doris rolls her eyes in boredom

Focus on Charlie and Jim the club owner.

JIM
So you nean to tell me, the hot bl onde
in there is your client?

CHARLI| E
Yes sir.

JIM
| s she available to sing at ny club
some ni ghts?

CHARLI E
O course, whenever you need her.

JI'M
VWhen can she start?

CHARLI E
Today, actually.

JIM
| like the sound of that. W need
entertai nnent over at the club. The
one we had got herself pregnant.

Charlie fishes for his business card, finds it and hands one

to Jim

CHARLI E
Here's ny card.

JI'M
"1l be calling soon.
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CHARLI E
"1l be waiting.

Charlie watches Jim |l eaves. Once he is gone, he goes up to
t he wi ndow and knocks really hard on it. Everyone is
startl ed.

YOUNCGER DORI S
What are you doi ng?

He notions for Younger Rose to cone to him Younger Rose
gives hima dirty look. She tries to keep singing. Charlie
becones relentl ess, he continues to knock.

YOUNGER DORI S
Stop that.

An angry Younger Rose takes her headphones off and storns out
of the room

RADI O HOST
Sorry about that folks....

Younger Rose reaches Charlie.

YOUNCGER ROSE
This better be good (crosses arnms and
taps foot).

CHARLI E
The owner of Rock n' Kings club wants
you to be his new entertainnment.

YOUNGER ROSE
(happy)

CHARLI E
He canme down here just to see you
Younger Rose screans and hugs Charlie.
YOUNGER ROSE

Charlie, do you know what that neans?
We're one step closer.

CHARLI E
Don't you think I know that? Cone on
"' myour manager. | know what |'m

doing. | told you the radio will help
you soneday.
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YOUNGER ROSE
You did, Charlie (kisses him. D d you
hear that, Doris?

YOUNGER DORI S
| did. Congratul ations, sissy.

They hug.
EXT.DRIVE I N- NI GHT

The top of the car is down. Tommy is telling a war story to
Younger Rose, Younger Doris, and Charlie. The guys are
snoki ng ci gars.

TOMW
| | ooked over at ny buddy. He was gone
froma clean shot right in the mddle
of his forehead. No bl ood. Nothing...

Rose taps Charlie for his cigar. She snokes it. Younger Doris
gi ves her a | ook.

YOUNGER ROCSE
VWhat ? Mom and dad does it too. Don't
| ook at ne that way.

YOUNGER DORI S
They don't snoke cigars.

YOUNGER ROSE
Sanme shit.

TOMW
Lightin' up, Dori. It's fine.

CHARLI E
Do you want one?

YOUNGER DORI S
No thank you. I'll pass.

CHARLI E
Oh that's right. You're an athlete.

Younger Doris gives hima death stare. Younger Rose hands him
his cigar.

YOUNGER RCSE
The nmovie's starting, Charlie.
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Everyone focuses their attention to the screen. Younger Doris
checks the tinme. Younger Rose notices that she does.

YOUNGER ROSE
Got sonmewhere to go, Doris?

Younger Doris shakes her head no.
| NT. LUCILLE' S PLACE- NI GHT

Younger Lorraine is singing. Ml colm Younger Betsy, and
Reggi e are there. Ml col mand Younger Betsy sit really close
to each other. Younger Doris enters. She finds Ml col mand
Younger Betsy when they Kiss.

Younger Lorraine finishes and exits the stage. She heads to
their table. Younger Doris approaches when everyone is
congratul ati ng Younger Lorraine.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Dori s.

YOUNGER DORI S
Is it alright that | came?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
You shoul dn't have, but thanks

anyways.
MALCOLM
H Doris.
BETSY
H Doris.

Reggi e nods hel |l o.

YOUNCGER DORI S
Good eveni ng everyone. (to Lori) You
did great. Like always.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thanks.

The group seemto be enjoying each other's conpany while
Younger Doris feels like the outcast. It appears as if
Younger Betsy has taken her place.



Travel ing Years

YOUNGER DORI S
Well, | guess I'll be going.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Ckay.

They share an awkward hug.
| NT. LI NCOLN HI GH SCHOOL- DAY

Younger Doris is in her tennis uniform She passes by Betsy's
dance class. She sees that they are finishing their neeting.
She waits for Betsy.

Bet sy exits.

YOUNGER DORI S
Hey, Betsy.

YOUNGER BETSY
Doris, hi.

YOUNGER DORI S
Long day, huh?

YOUNGER BETSY
Always. | don't even know what day of
the week it is.

YOUNGER DORI S
(softly | aughs)
It's Wednesday.

YOUNGER BETSY
That's right.

YOUNGER DORI S
Were you headi ng out si de?

YOUNGER BETSY
Yeabh.

YOUNGER DORI S
Me too.

They start to wal k.

YOUNGER BETSY
Are you and Lorraine friends?
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YOUNGER DORI S
We started to talk again. We're trying
to be nore careful.

YOUNGER BETSY
| under st and.

YOUNCGER DORI S
So, you and Mal colm Are you guys
goi ng study?

YOUNGER BETSY
(nervously | augh)
Not officially. O not yet anyways.

YOUNGER DORI S
(hurt)
Ch. | was just wondering. | see you
two sonetines. The way you guys are
with each other. (lying)lt's cute.

YOUNGER BETSY
Thanks.

YOUNGER DORI S
Li sten, we should take a swmin ny
pool, what do you say?

YOUNGER BETSY
Sure, why not. |I'msweating |like crazy
over here.

YOUNGER DORI S
(1 aughs)
Me t oo.

EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- DAY

Younger Doris dives in the pool. Younger Betsy is already in
it.
YOUNGER BETSY
This feels so good. Thanks for
inviting ne.

YOUNGER DORI S
O course. No problem

| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

Younger Rose and Charlie is practicing at the piano.
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EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- DAY
To younger Betsy and Younger Doris at the pool.

YOUNGER DORI S
I"'mwhite. | can't dance |ike you do.

YOUNGER BETSY
Sure you can.

YOUNGER DORI S
Yeah right.

YOUNGER BETSY
You just have to have confidence.

YOUNGER DORI S
And rhyt hm

YOUNGER BETSY
You're a tennis player. You understand
rhythm Here let me show you

Younger Betsy gets out of the pool. Younger Doris follows.
| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

Back to Charlie and Younger Rose. Charlie seens distracted.
He i s busy | ooking at Younger Betsy, who is noving her hips
and teachi ng Younger Doris how to dance. Younger Rose
notices. Instantly, she's jeal ous.

YOUNGER ROSE
Who are you | ooking at? Huh? What's
nmore inmportant right now? This or that
trashy wet back?

CHARLI E
| wasn't |ooking at her.

YOUNGER RCSE
Don't lie to ne, Charlie. Yes you
wer e.

CHARLI E
Let's drop this. Focus.

YOUNGER ROSE
Focus! You should tell yourself that.
| wasn't the one | ooking at her
danci ng.
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CHARLI E
It's not hing.

YOUNGER ROSE
"Il give you nothing to | ook at.

Younger Rose gets up and storns over to.

EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- SAME

Younger Betsy, who still dances. Younger Doris sees Younger
Rose, but she's confused. She goes to say sonething, but
Younger Rose pushes Younger Betsy in the pool.

| NT. BETSY HOUSE- DAY

Present tinme. Betsy takes sone pills before her grandsons
come in.

CARLCS
When do we get to see Uncle Sergio?

GEORGE
Yeah, Uncle Sergio.

BETSY
Soon, ni nos.

GEORCGE
Do we get to see nommy too?

BETSY
Maybe. Let's go. Grab your things.

The boys grab their school things, and then they | eave.

| NT. DANCE STUDI O DAY
Betsy is showi ng her students how to dance.
BETSY

One, two, three..that's right. One,
two. .

Unexpected pain hits Betsy. She stops and hol ds her her
si des.

BETSY
Class. | hate to do this.
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DANCE STUDENT 1
We understand. It's ok.

DANCE STUDENT 2
Do you need one of us to take you to
t he hospital ?

BETSY
No, I'Il be fine. | just need sone
rest.

DANCE STUDENT 1
Are you sure? You don't | ook too well.

BETSY
Oh, I"'msure. This will pass, |
prom se. Now, go. Go on

The dance students | ook at each other, but they reluctantly
| eave. Betsy silently cries.

INT. DORIS'S CAR-NI GHT

Back to road trip. The car starts to sl ow down.

DORI S
Oh no.
ROSE
What ?
LORRAI NE
Wiy are you goi ng so sl ow?
DORI S
That's why | said '"oh no'. |I'mrunning

out of gas.

ROSE
VWhat !

LORRAI NE
Gas? You can't run out of gas. W're
in the mddl e of nowhere!

ROSE
In the mddle of the night, too!

DORI S
Stop yelling, okay? | understand how
serious this is.
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LORRAI NE
You know what people will do to a
bunch of old folks Iike us?

DORI S
Oh, stop, Lorraine. No need in scaring
us.

ROSE

What are we gonna do?

DORI S
Pray that there's a gas station ahead.

ROSE
Lorraine, you're black. You people
know how t o pray.

LORRAI NE
You peopl e?

ROSE
|'ve seen negr..blacks pray before.
Ya'll get all excited, spittin at the

nouth and all. Go ahead, pray.

DORI S
Yeah, Lorraine. Pray for a gas
station.

LORRAI NE

| haven't talked to God in years.
don't even know what to say.

DORI S
You know, Dear God, nmke a gas station
appear.

ROSE

This instant. Pretty please.

LORRAI NE
Anen.

A gas station appears.

DORI S
It worked! The prayer worked.

ROSE
Oh t hank God.
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LORRI ANE
You two are wel cone.
EXT. GAS STATI ON- SAME

They pull up the gas station. They all get out.

ROSE
| need to use the | adies room
LORRAI NE
Thanks for sharing.
DORI S
Lorraine, are you staying?
LORRAI NE
Yes, I'll wait out here and punp the

gas. That way it's faster.

DORI S
Ckay.

Doris and Rose wal ks away. They enter the quick-store.
| NT. QUI CK STORE- SAME

Rose heads to the bathroom Doris stands in line to pay for
gas.

EXT. GAS STATI ON- SAME

A pani cked and paranoid Lorraine still stands outside. She

| ooks around. A car pulls up and parks. A white man cones out
of it and glances at Lorraine. He continues to wal k. Just
before he goes inside, he looks at her a little bit |onger.

INT. QUI CK STORE- SAME

Doris is at the front. The man occasionally | ooks at
Lorrai ne.

DORI S
Forty on punp 12.

Cashi er accepts her cash.
EXT. GAS STATI ON- SAME

Lorraine notices the transaction and starts to put gas in the
car. She also notices the man | ooking at her constantly.
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I NT. QUI CK STORE- SAME

CASHI ER
You' re set.
DORI S
Thank you (begins to wal k away). OCh

Rose.

The man is at the register. Doris waits for Rose. Rose cones
out. They | eave. The man | eaves too.

EXT. GAS STATI ON- SAME

Rose and Doris is wal king towards the car. The man is right
behind them Lorraine nakes a gesture for themto hurry. Rose
and Doris turns to see the man followi ng them They quicken
their pace.

Rose turns again and sees himreach into his pocket.

ROSE
He has a gun

Rose runs, pulling Doris. They run to the car. The man runs
after them Lorraine gets in the car. Rose and Doris reaches
to the car and they quickly get in the car.

I NT. DORI S'S CAR- SAME

The man reaches before Doris can drive away. He knocks on
Lorraine's w ndow.

LORRAI NE
Oh, God. He wants nme.

The man pl aces a pi ece of paper and pen on the w ndow.

VWH TE MAN
|"msorry, | didn't nmean to scare you
But ny wife, she's a fan. And she'l
kill me if she knew | saw you and
didn't get an autograph.

ROSE
An aut ogr aph?

VH TE MAN
Pl ease.

Lorraine slowy rolls down wi ndow and just enough to grab his
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things. She quickly signs it, and gives it to him

VWH TE MAN
Thank you. Sorry again for the scare.
Have a nice night (wal ks away).

They all let out a heavy breath.
LORRAI NE
| need a drink.
ROSE
| need a few drinks.
DORI S
Yes, a feww Il help. Wiere's the

nearest bar?
| NT. BAR- NI GHT
They are sitting at the bar. They already drank a few shots.

ROSE
One nore for this ol' timer, huh?

Bartender gives her a drink.

DORI S
Sane here.

LORRAI NE
Di do.

Bot h get new dri nks.

DORI S
| don't think |I've ever been scared
like that in nmy whole life.

ROSE
Prison is kind of scary.

LORRAI NE
For an ex-convict, you should have
seen your face.

RCSE
Ch, shut up. You ran too.

LORRAI NE
Al'l that for an autograph.
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DORI S
No one ever hunted ne down for an
aut ogr aph.

LORRAI NE
Trust ne, it's not fun.

DORI S
Oh Lorrai ne.

ROSE
VWhat is there to do in this bar?

They all 1 ook around to see karaoke, bull riding, and dance
tabl es. They | ook at each ot her.

ROSE
This is going to be a |ong night.

LORRAI NE
It al ready has been.

MONTAGE- BAR

Mont age of the girls having fun at the bar. Rose and Lorraine
actual ly enjoying each other for a nonent.

--They' re doi ng karaoke. The crowd | oves them
--They're bull riding

--They' re dancing on tables. People are jokingly giving them
noney.

--They're drinking. Rose says "One nore for the road, huh?"
EXT. LINCOLN H GH SCHOOL- DAY

1954. Brown vs. Board. Bl ack people are entering the school.
White people are protesting against it, yelling cruel words
to the bl ack peopl e that pass. Younger Rose and Younger Doris
pull up in their car.

YOUNCGER ROSE
Oh no, Lincoln is desegregating too.

YOUNGER DORI S
That' s amazi ng.

YOUNCGER ROSE
No it's not, Doris. Those people are
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in our school now.

They exit the car. They try to make it through the crowd.
They're in the school buil ding now.

I NT. LI NCCOLN H GH SCHOOL- SAME
YOUNGER DCRI S

| wonder if Lorraine switched schools.
Did you see her?

YOUNGER ROSE
| wasn't |ooking for her. And besides
they all 1ook the sane.

Younger Doris continues to walk with Younger Rose, but she
| ooks behind and around her for Younger Lorraine.

| NT. BLACK DANCE HALL- NI GHT

Younger Betsy and Mal col m are danci ng anong ot her dancers.
Younger Doris and Younger Lorraine are standing near the
drink bar. They're drinking.

YOUNGER DORI S
So, you didn't switch schools.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Hell no. | like nmy school. | don't
want to spend ny | ast year of high
school with people |like Rose. No
of f ense.

YOUNGER DORI S
None taken. | understand.

They pause to sip their drinks. Younger Doris eyes drift over
to Mal col m and Younger Betsy.

YOUNGER DORI S
She told ne they're not serious yet.

Younger Lorraine follows her eye contact.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
They are now. They're inseparable.
It's annoyi ng.

YOUNGER DORI S
Real | y.
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
You |ike ny brother?

YOUNGER DORI S
Me? No. Well, | do like himas a
person. |If that's what you neant.

Younger Lorraine | aughs.

YOUNGER DORI S
Can we change the subject?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Your call.

YOUNGER DORI S
(1 ooks around)
This place. It looks nice. | |ike what
they did to it.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thanks for the donati on.

YOUNGER DORI S
Thanks for being ny friend again.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Okay, enough with this gushy stuff.
Let' s dance.

Younger Lorraine pulls Younger Doris to the dance floor by
Mal col m and Younger Betsy. They begin to dance.

| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

Younger Rose and Charlie stunbles inside flirtatiously with
their hands all over each other. Younger Rose giggles.

YOUNGER ROSE
Were is everyone? Their cars are
outside. Charlie stop. (yells) Mom?
Dad! ? Thomas! ? Dori s?!

MARY O S
We're out here, honey.

A big bulldozer makes a sound. Charlie backs off of Younger
Rose.

YOUNGER ROSE
VWhat is that?
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Younger

Rose heads to the back of the house.

She sees her nom

| ooki ng at a mmgazi ne near the pool side, Tommy is in the

pool , and Younger

the construction of a tennis court for Younger
Rose storns out of the house.

EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- SAME

YOUNGER ROSE
What is going on?

MARY
Hey, honey. It's a tennis court for
your sister.

YOUNGER ROSE
What ! Dad!

John turns around.

John and

JOHN
Honey, hi!

Younger Doris approaches Younger Rose.

YOUNGER ROSE
VWhat is this?

YOUNGER DORI S
|"mgetting my own tennis court!

YOUNGER ROSE
That's not fair.

JOHN
We figured since she's getting nore
serious, we mght as well finally
build this thing.

YOUNGER ROSE
And |'mnot serious with singing? |'ve
been asking for a recording studio
since forever.

JOHN
Honey, pl ease under st and.

YOUNGER ROSE
Under st and what? | never received
anything for singing. And |'ve been
doing it | onger!

Doris and John are further out,

Dori s.

over | ooki ng

Younger
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JOHN
Rose.

YOUNGER ROCSE
So she's the favorite, huh?

YOUNGER DORI S
Rose!

Rose wal ks away. She wal ks pass Mary.
MARY

Honey, don't pout. It gives you
premat ure winkl es.

Younger Rose ignores her and slans the slide door shut.

I NT. ROCK N KINGS- N GHT

Younger Rose is performng. Charlie is speaking to Jim

JIM
She's great, Charlie. Just |ovely. But
we have a probl em

CHARLI E
Problem |I'mCharlie, Jim | fix
probl ens.

JI'M

Ti mes are changi ng, and Rose needs to
hop on board.

CHARLI E
What do you nean? You gotta give ne
nore than that Jim

JIM
She needs to shed the good girl, girl
next door look. Rock n' roll is

ener gi ng, she needs to be nore edgy.

CHARLI E
Edgy? Okay, | can give you edgy.

JIM
Don't get me wong, Charlie. W |ove
Rose Kat herine, but we want a Rosie
the riveter.
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CHARLI E
You got it, Jim

Rose finishes her |ast goodi e-good girl song.
| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- DAY

Younger Rose is at the piano al one. She sings very safely,
then she stops. After a nonent, she begins again and tries to
be edgy, whipping her hair back and forth and bei ng nore
raspy with her voice.

Younger Doris cones in from playing Tennis. She catches
Younger Rose. Younger Rose stops when she notices Younger
Doris | ooki ng.

YOUNGER DORI S
What were you doi ng?

YOUNCGER ROSE
Doris, do you think I can be edgy?

YOUNGER DORI S
Edgy?

Younger Doris sits next to Younger Rose.

YOUNGER ROSE
You know, rock n' roll type.

YOUNGER DORI S
Li ke this (starts shaking her head,
whi ppi ng hair)?

YOUNGER ROSE
Yeah (does the sane).

Both continue to act "edgy." Younger Rose is playing the
pi ano as they sing. They're bondi ng.

YOUNGER DORI S
This is what Betsy taught ne (executes
a sultry nove).

YOUNGER ROSE
Wait, do that again.

Younger Doris does it again. Younger Rose copies.

YOUNCGER DORI S
Yeah, |ike that. Look, you're already
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edgy.
Charlie wal ks in. They stop being "edgy."

CHARLI E
Let's go.

Grabs Younger Rose.

YOUNGER ROSE
Where are we goi ng?

CHARLI E
To the mall. You need nore wardrobe.

YOUNGER ROCSE
oo, new war dr obe.

CHARLI E
Yeah, we need hurry.

YOUNGER ROSE
Hold on, let ne get ny purse.

Younger Rose gets purse. Younger Doris slips out to the pool.

CHARLI E
Rose, today.

YOUNGER ROSE
Okay, Charlie. (turns) Hey, Doris
(notices she's in the pool)..wanna
cone.

CHARLI E
She's gone. Let's go.

They | eave the house.
| NT. DANCE CLASS- DAY

Younger Betsy and students are gathering their things. The
dance teacher approaches Younger Betsy.

DANCE TEACHER
Betsy, may | speak to you?

Younger Betsy nods her head yes.
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DANCE TEACHER
| have really good news for you

Younger Doris shows up in classroom She gives a quick wave
to Younger Betsy. Younger Betsy returns one. The dance
t eacher | ooks annoyed.

DANCE TEACHER
The school of Julliard is interested

in you.

YOUNGER BETSY
Me?

DANCE TEACHER
Yes, you.

Younger Betsy covers her nouth. She tries to hold back tears.

DANCE TEACHER
| advise that you be al nost near
perfect. They'll be watching you for
the remai nder of your junior year, and
nore intensely in your senior year.
Under st and?

Younger Betsy shakes head. Her hand is still over her nouth.

DANCE TEACHER
Congratul ations. That's a superb
honor .

YOUNGER BETSY
Thank you.

Younger Betsy wal ks away to Doris.

YOUNCGER DORI S
What ? What did she say?

Younger Betsy hugs Younger Doris.
EXT. YOUNGER BETSY' S HOUSE- DAY

Mal col m and Younger Lorraine are knocking on Betsy's door,
while Doris and Betsy pulls up. They get out of the car.

YOUNGER BETSY
GQuys, what's going on?
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
There you are.

YOUNGER BETSY
What' s wrong?

MALCOLM
Good news.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat ?

YOUNGER BETSY
Yeah?

MALCOLM
Lorrai ne, got a...

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| got a radio gig!

YOUNGER BETSY
That' s awesomne!

YOUNGER DORI S
Congr at s.

MALCOLM
Not just any radio gig. This ones has
connections to the Apollo.

Younger Lorraine shouts in joy. Everyone begins to shout in
j oy, except Malcolm who dances.

YOUNGER BETSY
| have good news t oo.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
VWhat ?

YOUNGER BETSY
Julliard wants ne!

More scream ng that people begin to | ook. Younger Betsy and
Mal col m dance toget her.

YOUNGER DORI S
| al so have good news.

EVERYONE
VWhat ?
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YOUNGER DORI S
Not hing! | just wanted to join in!

Everyone | aughs.
| NT. HENRY' S HOVE- NI GHT

Younger Doris wal ks in. She hears crying. It's her drunk
not her at the piano being conforted by Younger Rose, while
Tomry and John sit on the couch.

YOUNGER DORI S
What's wong?

MARY
Wiy can't they | eave ny baby al one?

YOUNGER DORI S
What is she tal king about?

JOHN
Your bother is being deployed to
Cer many.

YOUNGER DORI S
Depl oyed? Al ready? But you just cane
back.

YOUNGER ROSE
W know, Doris. No need to rem nd us.

Younger Doris sits down.

YOUNGER DORI S
But | don't want you to go. \Wen are
you | eavi ng?

TOMW
Tonor r ow.

YOUNGER DORI S
What ?

MARY

He knew for a while now (to Thomas)
How coul d you?

YOUNGER ROSE
Mot her, pl ease.

They all sit in silence.
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| NT. BLACK RADI O STATI ON- DAY

Younger Lorraine is at the radio station. Malcolm Younger
Bet sy, and supporters are behind the w ndow.

BLACK RADI O HOST
We're here with Lorrai ne Benson. This
is her first tine here, but not her
first time in front of an audi ence. |Is
that right, Lorraine?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Yes, that's right. |'ve been singing
over at Lucille's for alittle over
two years now.

BLACK RADI O HOST
So, sonme of you listeners may know
M ss. Lorrai ne Benson.

Younger Lorraine giggles.

BLACK RADI O HOST
So, Lorraine. What's next?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Well, after | graduate from high
school, ny brother and I, Ml colm
who's al so ny manager, w |l be headi ng
to New York.

BLACK RADI O HOST
VWhat's in New York?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
The Apollo theater. Misic producers.
Dreans. Everyt hi ng.

BLACK RADI O HOST
Big dreans, Ms. Thang! Go ahead and
sing sonethin' for us!

LORRAI NE
This is dedicated to ny friend whose
brother is being deployed to Germany
t oday.

Younger Lorraine sings.
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I NT. CHARLIE'S CAR- DAY

Charlie is listening to Lorraine on the radio while he waits
for Younger Rose. He |ikes her singing.

CHARLI E
Man, she can sing.

Younger Rose cones in, wearing an "edgy" outfit. Charlie
| aughs at her.

YOUNGER ROSE
What ? What's so funny?
CHARLI E
Not hi ng.
YOUNGER ROSE
Fuck you, Charlie. I'mnot in the
nood.

Charlie kisses her head. Younger Rose |likes the person on the
radi o.

YOUNGER ROSE
Sounds good. Who's on the radi 0?
CHARLI E
(turns it off)
| don't know. Soneone new, | guess.

I NT. ROCK N KINGS- N GHT

Younger Rose is singing and she is being really edgy. Charlie
and Younger Doris are in the audi ence.

CHARLI E
She | ooks hot, doesn't she? Very edgy.

YOUNGER DORI S
(annoyed al r eady)
Wasn't that the goal ?

CHARLI E
Pretty nuch.

YOUNGER DORI S
Then congrats M. manager.

CHARLI E
So sincere. Like always. Listen, |I'm
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going to get a drink, you want one?

YOUNGER DORI S
No, thanks.

CHARLI E
Goodi e good.

YOUNGER DORI S
Dr unkar d.

Charlie wal ks away. After a while, Jimstands next to Younger
Dori s.

JIM
Your sister, she's good.

YOUNGER DORI S

Thanks. | think so too.
JIM
Listen, 1'mlooking for other singers

for the new year. |f you happen to
know of any. Lemme know.

YOUNCGER DORI S
Actual ly, 1 do.

JIM
Really. A friend of Rose?

YOUNCGER DORI S
Not quite.

JIM
VWho is she?

YOUNGER DORI S
Her nanme is Lorraine Benson. She was
on the radio earlier today.

JIM
Lorrai ne Benson. Bring her in.

YOUNGER DORI S
Just one thing. She's a col ored.

JIM
| don't care if she was purple. Chuck
Berry, the tenptations. Ella
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Fitzgerald. Al fanous negro singers.
Guess who's listening to thenf

YOUNGER DORI S
Col or eds?

JIM
And whites. Aint no way they that big
and only negros listening to them
Bring her in.

YOUNGER DORI S
| will. And trust nme, you'll |ove her.

Younger Rose finishes her "edgy" song.
| NT. ASSI STED LI VI NG DAY

Present day. The cop is back and he is talking to the
adm ni strator.

COP
We did nore research. Turns out Doris
Henry's sister, Rose Henry was
convicted of murder back in the
fifties.

ADM NI STRATOR
Mur der ? WWow.

corP
Even though she's old. She may or may
not still be dangerous.

ADM NI STRATOR
So Doris and Lorraine may be in
danger ?

CoP
A possibility. There's a possibility
that all three may be in danger if a
deranged rel ative of the nurder victim
| earned of Rose's rel ease.

ADM NI STRATOR
That's unfortunate.

COP
Do the twins have any famly? Kids?
How about Lorrai ne?
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ADM NI STRATOR
Not that we are aware of. Both
Lorraine and Doris had careers that
hi ndered t hem from havi ng children or
a hone |ife at that. Both sets of
parents are dead. Lorraine's only
sibling, a brother, died a few years
ago. The only living relative we know
of between the two of themis Rose.

coP
Ckay. W are going to put a red flag
on their reports, too many unknowns.

ADM NI STRATOR
That sounds li ke the best for them

corP
| f anything comes up, |let us know.

The cop stands up to | eave.

ADM NI STRATOR
WIl do, officer.

The cop | eaves.
I NT. DORI S'S CAR- DAY
Doris is driving. Rose is in the front, while Lorraine is in

t he back. Doris |ooks around, clueless to where she is. She
questions if she should have taken the exit that she passed.

DORI S
Oh dear.
ROSE
VWhat ?
LORRAI NE
Oh dear what ?
DORI S
W may or may not be | ost.
LORRAI NE
Lost ?
ROSE

What do you nmean?
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LORRAI NE
You know how to get to California,
Doris. What's the matter with you?

DORI S
| don't know. | seemto have
forgotten, maybe | should have taken
the exit. | don't know.

LORRAI NE
Good, Lord.

ROSE
Well, maybe we should stop and ask

soneone for directions.

DORI S
Maybe it was all those drinks | ast
ni ght .

LORRAI NE
O nmaybe you're gettin' old and
forget f ul

ROSE

Forget asking, let's buy a map.

LORRAI NE
Peopl e today don't use maps, Rose.
There's sonething called a GSP, or
sonething |ike that.

DORI S
A GPS?
LORRAI NE
Yeah, one of those.
DORI S
Vwll, | wouldn't know how to use
t hose.
ROSE

Then let's get a map!

DORI S
VWait, that seens famliar. |
remenber..(sees a sign that says
"California this way') You see, | am
going the right way. Looks |ike we
won't need a GPS or a nmap.
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ROSE
Wel |, congratul ations.
LORRAI NE
You're still old.

They | augh.
| NT. DOCTER S OFFI CE- DAY

Betsy is sitting on the bed. The doctor has an xray up that
he is going over with her.

DOCTCOR
As you can see, the cancer is
spreadi ng. Even around your cardio
area. Ms. Sanchez, this is serious,
you need to admt yourself to a
hospi t al

BETSY
| don't |ike hospitals.

DOCTOR
This is for your safety. It is best
t hat you' re under medi cal supervision
At any given tine, you can have a
heart attack. These tunors can spread
and surround. ..

BETSY
(shaken up)
| can see that, doctor. You don't need
to go into details. Please, it's right
in front of ne.

DOCTOR
Ms. Sanchez, this is a serious
matter. You need i mmedi ate attenti on.

BETSY
Isn'"t it too late, |ook at the
pi cture.
DOCTOR
As a doctor, | can't say it's too

|ate. W have to try our best to help
you. But that's only if you want to
hel p yoursel f.
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BETSY
My kids, ny grandkids.
it's this bad.
DOCTOR
You have to tell them
ei ther way.
Bet sy cries.
| NT. DORI S' S CAR- DAY

Doris continues to drive. Rose i

They don't know

This can go

s in the front.

Lorraine is

in the back. Rose goes into her bag and pulls out the
neckl ace and places it on her lap. Lorraine sees her.

LORRAI NE
"I't's not an engagenent

ring, but when

| sawit, its beauty rem nded ne of

you.' Cheap.

Rose is now al ert, surprised, an

ROSE
What did you say?

LORRAI NE
What ?

ROSE

About the neckl ace.

LORRAI NE

d suspi ci ous.

(realized she spoke out | oud)

Was | tal king out |oud?

ROSE
Yes, you were. You were
ni ght, weren't you?

LORRAI NE
No, | wasn't.

DORI S
Rose, don't be silly.

ROSE
|"mnot being silly, Do

LORRAI NE

there that

ris.

| didn't say nothin'. And | definitely
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wasn't there that night.

ROSE
Then how did you know about this
neckl ace?

DORI S

Rose, drop it.

ROSE
Lorrai ne, you know sonet hing. You know
sonet hi ng about that night.

DORI S
Rose!
ROSE
Tell me! Tell me what you know
LORRAI NE
(shaken)
| don't know nothin'.
ROSE
Yes, you do. Tell ne.
DORI S
Rose, you're being ridicul ous.
ROSE
Dear God.
DORI S
What ?
LORRAI NE
What ?
ROSE

You killed Charli e.

LORRAI NE
| did not...

Sonmething hits one of the tires. The car swerves around,
al nost goi ng out of control. They scream Doris pulls the car
to the side of the road.

ROSE
VWhat was t hat?
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They get out of the car.

EXT. ROAD- SAME

DORI S

Aflat tire. Geat.
LORRAI NE

Do you have a spare in the back?
DORI S

No, | don't have a spare in the back

| hardly drive this thing.

LORRAI NE
G eat.
ROSE
This is just splendid. I'mstuck in
the mddle of the road with a killer.
LORRAI NE
You better not be tal kin' about ne!
ROSE
You killed Charli e!
DORI S
No! Absolutely not! Not here! Drop it,

Rose! Now
A car is approaching.

DORI S
Let's wave this car down, maybe they
can hel p us.

They start waving at the car, but it keeps going.

ROSE
Good idea, Doris.

DORI S
You have a better one?

Not hi ng. Another car. They try to wave it down, but it keeps
goi ng.

LORRAI NE
We're stuck here. Haven't their
not hers taught '"emto be nice to the



Travel ing Years

el derly.
DORI S

We don't | ook dangerous, do we?
ROSE

vell ..
DORI S

Neverm nd, don't answer that question.
LORRAI NE

You know what it is.
DORI S

what ?
LORRAI NE

If only we were still hot and young.
DORI S

What ever happened to the Good
Samaritan?

LORRAI NE
Look, another car.

They try to wave it down. It passes. They continue to try to
wave down cars.

EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- DUSK

1955. G oria and Younger Doris | eaves the house at the sane
time, they go separate ways. Goria continues to walk, while
Younger Doris gets in her car. Younger Doris realizes that
she is |inping.

YOUNCGER DORI S
Ms. Goria, do you want a ride?

GLORI A
Ch, no, baby. I'mfine.

YOUNGER DORI' S
Are you sure?

GLORI A
Don't worry about ne, Doris.



Travel ing Years

YOUNGER DORI S
At least let ne drop you to the bus
stop. You're linping. Please. |
promse | won't bite

GOR A
Oh, alright. Stop begging.

Younger Doris opens the door frominside. Goria enters.
Younger Doris drives away.

GORI A
Thank you.

YOUNGER DORI S
No probl em

GORI A
You know, | wanted to tell you that
yous a good tennis player.

YOUNGER DORI S
Thank you, Ms. dori a.

GORI A
You gonna go far one day. | know it.

YOUNGER DORI S
That nmeans a lot to ne.

They reach to the bus stop. G oria opens the door to step
out, but Doris stops her.

YOUNGER DORI S
Ms. Goria, wait. Let ne drop you
home. The bus will probably be full,
and you'll end up standing. Please. |
can drop you hone.

GLORI A
You i s one persistent girl.

Goria gets back in the car. Younger Doris drives away.
EXT. BENSON S HOUSE- LATE DUSK
Younger Doris's car pulls up the drive way.

ALOR A

Thank you, honey. | really do
appreciate it.
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YOUNGER DORI S
Anytinme, really.

Goria exits the car. Younger Doris watches her enter her
house. Seconds | ater, Ml col mand Younger Lorraine runs out
of the house and to her car.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat ?

MALCOLM
Get out of the car!

YOUNCGER DORI S
What's goi ng on?

LORRAI NE
Now, Dori s.

Doris gets out of the car imediately.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat did | do? Was it Rose?

They both hug her.

MALCOLM
You are amazi ng!

LORRAI NE
We got a call fromJim

YOUNGER DORI S
You're one of the new entertai nnent?

LORRAI NE
Oh yeah.

YOUNGER DORI S
That's awesone.

MALCOLM
Do you know how many recordi ng
producers stop by there?

YOUNGER DORI S
Trust nme, | know. That's why | put in
your nane.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thanks you, Doris. You' re a godsend.
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YOUNGER DORI S
O course, it was ny pleasure,
Lorrai ne. Wien do you perfornf?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thi s Wednesday.

YOUNCGER DORI S
Wait, this Wdnesday?

MALCOLM
Yeah, what's w ong?

YOUNGER DORI S
That's when Rose sings too. | don't
t hi nk she knows.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Well, she's in for a big surprise.

Mal col m and Younger Lorraine | aughs.

YOUNGER DORI S
Thi s shoul d be fun.

EXT. RQOAD- DUSK

Doris, Rose, and Lorraine are | eaning against the car on
opposite sides avoiding each other. A car approaches. Doris
gives one last try to wave a car down. The car approaches

t hem

DORI S
Sonmeone's com ng! He's stopping! Rose,
Lorrai ne, soneone's com ng!

The car stops. A man comes out.

MAN
Need hel p with sonet hi ng?

DORI S
W got a flat tire.

MAN
Oh | can help with that.

Lorrai ne and Rose approaches.

LORRAI NE
You can?
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ROSE
Real | y?

MAN
O course. How | ong have you three
| adi es been out here?

DORI S
For a very long tine.
MAN
That's a shanme. And no one passed by?
ROSE
Oh, sone did.
MAN

My nomma woul da slap ne silly if she
heard | passed el derly wonen on the
side of the road that needed hel p.

LORAI NNE
Elderly? We're the elderly?
DORI S
Oh, Lorraine, stop giving the man a
hard time.
MAN
Sorry, | nmeant to say wonen.
LORRAI NE
Sounds better.
MAN
"1l help y'all get back on the road
soon.
ROSE
Thank you.
DORI S

Such a bl essi ng.

LORRAI NE
Tell me about it.

The man gets his stuff.
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EXT. HENRY' S HOUSE- DAY

1955. Younger Doris is playing tennis. Younger Rose and
Charlie can be heard approaching. They're arguing.

YOUNGER ROSE
This is all your fault! How can you
| et this happen?

CHARLI E
My fault? It's your sister's big
nout h!

YOUNCGER ROSE
You know how hum liating that is!

They reach Younger Doris. Younger Doris stops playing.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat ?

YOUNGER ROCSE
Pl ease tell ne it's not true.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat's not true?

YOUNGER ROSE
Did you tell Jimabout Lorraine?

YOUNGER DORI S
| m ght have nmentioned her once.

CHARLI E
| told you.

YOUNGER ROSE
How coul d you? My own sister. My very
own sister.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat's the big deal? It's not |ike he
fired you.

YOUNGER ROSE
What's the big deal? Do you know how
humliating that is?

YOUNGER DORI S
How is it humliating, Rose?
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YOUNGER ROSE
To have a soneone |like her sing the
sanme night as ne! Like |I'm sonme second
class to be lined up with her!

YOUNGER DORI S
Are you scared?

YOUNGER ROSE
Scared of what?

YOUNGER DORI S
They m ght |ike Lorraine nore.

YOUNGER ROSE
(dirty | ook)
Who are you?

Younger Rose turns and wal ks away, pushing Charlie out of her
way. He follows her.

YOUNGER DORI S
It's okay to have stage fright!

Qut of frustration, Younger Rose pushes Charlie in the pool.
I NT. ROCK N KINGS- N GHT

Younger Rose is preparing to sing. Younger Doris, Younger

Bet sy, Younger Lorraine, and Malcolmare sitting in the back.
Charlie is sitting sonewhere in the crowd. The audi ence goes
wi | d for Younger Rose. Younger Rose begins to sing.

YOUNGER DORI' S
(to Lorraine)
Are you next?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Yes, Ma' am

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhat song are you singing?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
You'l | see.

YOUNGER DORI S
Are you nervous?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
No. Ckay, just a little.
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YOUNGER BETSY
Ww, Doris, your sister is actually
good.

YOUNGER DCRI S
Isn't she?

MALCOLM
(to Younger Lorraine)
We should start headin' to the back.

Mal col m and Younger Lorraine ready to | eave.

YOUNGER DORI S
Good | uck!

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thank you.

Younger Lorraine and Mal col m head to the back.

Younger Rose finishes her song. Crowd goes wild. Jim
approaches the stage.

JIM
Gve it up for our very own Rose
Kat her i ne!

Younger Rose gives a bow before exiting the stage. Wen she
does, Younger Lorraine is standing near the side of the
stage, and Younger Rose flips her hair, slapping Younger
Lorrai ne.

JIM
We have new talent that I'Il like to
i ntroduce tonight. You know what they
say, the darker the berry, the sweeter
the juice. Ladies and CGents, Lorraine.

Younger Lorraine takes a breath.

MALCOLM
You can do it.

Younger Lorraine wal ks on stage to a qui et audi ence. Younger
Rose sits next to Charlie, she | ooks around for Younger
Doris, finds her, and waves. Younger Doris waves back.

YOUNGER ROSE
Thi s shoul d be anusi ng.
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thanks for having nme tonight.

The sane song Younger Rose just sung starts to play, but it
is even funkier, nore soul. Younger Lorraine starts to dance.
Younger Rose gasps and | ooks at Younger Doris. Younger Doris
| aughs.

YOUNGER ROSE
How dar e she!

CHARLI E
Don't make a scene, people are
wat chi ng.

The audi ence warnms up to Younger Lorraine. They start to |ike
her. They're hollering for her. Younger Rose crosses her
arnms. Back to Younger Betsy and Younger Doris.

YOUNGER BETSY
Ww, she's on fire! The crowds really
i kes her.

YOUNGER DORI S
Except Rose. Look at her face. This is
hi | ari ous.

Younger Betsy searches for Younger Rose and sees her pouting.

YOUNGER BETSY
Looks |i ke soneone is scared of sone
conpetition.

YOUNGER DORI S
She's not used to it.

Back to Charlie and Younger Rose. Charlie enpties his
gl asses.

YOUNGER ROSE
| did way better than her.

CHARLI E
Control yourself, Rose. You have an
i mge to keep. Act confident.

YOUNGER ROSE
She's doing this to spite nme. The sane
song, really? That porch nonkey.
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CHARLI E
Rose, peopl e can hear you.

YOUNGER ROSE
| hate her. And | don't care if people
know it.

Younger Lorraine finishes up her song. The crowd goes even
nore wild. They |ike Younger Lorraine better than Younger
Rose. Wil e Younger Lorraine is bow ng, Younger Rose |eaves
her seat and exits the bar. Charlie foll ows.

EXT. ROCK N KINGS- SAME

CHARLI E
Were are you goi ng?

YOUNGER ROSE
To the car. Hurry up, go get our
stuff. I wanna get out of here.

Charlie obeys. Younger Rose continues to walk to the car. She
enters the car, then she reaches for a beer bottle fromthe
back of the car. She drinks it.

| NT. ROCK N KINGS- SAME
Charlie navigates his way to the front, but a man stops him

MJSI C PRODUCER
Charlie. Rose Katherine's manager.

CHARLI E
Yes.

MUSI C PRODUCER
Hello. I"'mwth Riverside Recording
studio. We're interested in Rose.

CHARLI| E
|'"'msure she'll feel the sane.

MUSI C PRODUCER
(digs in pocket for a card, finds
it)
When you get a chance, call this
nunber, and we'll talk nore about
this. Me, you, and Rose.

CHARLI E
| like the sound of that (accepts
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card).

MUSI C PRODUCER
|'d take the negro too, but you know..

CHARLI E
Well, good thing | ain't her manager.

MUSI C PRODUCER
| may say a few words to her manager.
See if we can work sonething out.

CHARLI E
Oh really?

MUSI C PRODUCER
She was good. Feisty. Ethnic. Maybe a
little change won't hurt, you know.

CHARLI E
May be.

MUSI C PRODUCER
Well, 1'll see ya soon

CHARLI E
Thanks for your tinme.

Musi ¢ producer | eaves. Charlie continues his trek to the
front. Younger Doris |ooks for Younger Rose. She figured she
left.

YOUNGER DORI S
She couldn't take the heat. She left.

YOUNGER BETSY
Real ly? | mean, she did really good.
She shouldn't be so hard on herself.

YOUNGER DORI S
That' s Rose.

Younger Lorraine appears. They run to hug her.

YOUNGER BETSY
You di d amazi ng!

YOUNGER DORI S
More than amazi ng.
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YOUNGER LORRAI NE
You think so? Was the song choi ce
alright (slightly smles)?

YOUNGER DORI S
You are so gutsy. | like it.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Thank you. | figured it will rmake a
nice first performance.

YOUNGER BETSY
Ch, it did.

YOUNGER DORI S
VWhere's Mal col n?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Oh, he's putting stuff in the van.
VWhere's M ss. Rose thorns?

YOUNGER DORI S
She left.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
O course she did.

EXT. ROCK N KINGS- N GHT

Mal colmis the back of the club putting equi pnent in the back
of the van. Charlie appears behind him exiting the club.

CHARLI E
They shoul dn't have |l et you bl ackies
her e.

Mal col mturns around and notices that it's Charlie. He
i gnores himand continues to work.

CHARLI E
Did you hear ne? I'mtal king to you.

MALCOLM
| heard you. Good thing it wasn't your
deci sion to nake.

Charlie steps closer.
CHARLI E

Cause if it was, your sister would
have never stepped into this club.
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MALCOLM
Scared of sone conpetition?

CHARLI E
Ch, Rose and | have nothing to be
scared of. As a matter of fact, she's
about to be signed.

MALCOLM
Wel |, congratul ati ons.

Mal col m cl oses the back door of the van. Charlie opens it and
t hrows an equi pnment on the ground.

EXT. MOTEL 2- N GHT

Present day. Doris pulls in to a parking spot. Lorraine is
the first to get out. She hurries inside.

ROSE
She's trying to nake a run for it!

Rose and Doris exits the car.

DORI S
Stop scaring her, Rose. Lorraine!

| NT. MOTEL 2- SAMVE
Lorraine is already on the phone, calling a taxi.
LORRAI NE

| knowit's late, but I'll pay you
doubl e the price. Triple.

DORI S
Lorrai ne, what are you doi ng?
LORRAI NE
(still on phone)
Thank you very nmuch. |1'll be waiting

out si de (hangs up phone).
Lorrai ne makes her way outside. They follow

ROSE
Only the guilty runs.

EXT. MOTEL 2- SAME

Lorraine is walking to the corner of the notel. They follow
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DORI S
Lorraine, wait a mnute, where are you
goi ng?

LORRAI NE

Away from you guys, especially this
psychotic one (points to Rose).

DORI S
But why are you | eaving?

LORRAI NE
"' mnot having fun anynore, Doris.

DORI S
What's wrong?

LORRAI NE
| don't want to talk about it.

ROSE
She knows sonething, Doris. Look at
her. She knows sonet hi ng!

Doris | ooks at Lorraine. She studi es her uneasi ness.

DORI S
What do you know, Lorraine.

LORRAI NE
What | know won't change anyt hi ng
(tears roll down her cheeks).

I NT. ROCK N KINGS- N GHT
1955. Back to Younger Lorraine and Younger Doris.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
| better go.

YOUNGER DORI S
Ckay, good night.

YOUNGER BETSY
See you soon.

Younger Lorraine | eaves.
EXT. ROCK N KINGS- N GHT

Mal col m pi cks up his equi pnent and puts it back in the car.
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Charlie throws another out of the car.

MALCOLM
Hey man.

Charlie takes another equi pnent and hits Malcolmwth it.
Younger Lorraine appears. Malcolmfalls to the ground.
Charlie punches himin the face. Younger Lorraine runs and
pushes Charlie. Ml colmgets up.

MALCOLM
Get in the car, Lorrai ne. Now

Younger Lorraine doesn't listen. Charlie throws another
equi pnent .

CHARLI| E
|f she wants sone too, she can cone
get it.

Charli e approaches Younger Lorraine, Ml colmcones in between
and punches Charlie. Charlie stunbles back. Ml col m pushes
himto the ground. On the ground, Charlie finds a bar. He

swi ngs at Mal colm And he keeps sw nging, bringing Malcolmto
t he ground. Younger Lorraine tries to claw his back, pulling
his hair. Charlie continues to hit Malcolmw th the bar.

Then Younger Lorraine takes a |ight equipnent and hits
Charlie on the back. He yells. She hits him again, bringing
himto the ground.

Wiile Charlie is noaning in pain, Younger Lorraine helps

Mal colmto the van. She throws himin the the passenger seat.
Then she quickly puts the equi pnment back in the car. After,
she kicks Charlie before entering the van and drives away.

Charlie groans on the floor. Younger Rose comes out | ooking
for him she has a beer bottle in her hand. She's already
drunk.

YOUNGER ROSE
Charlie? (spots Charlie) Charlie? Ch
God, Charlie, what happened to you?
She staggers over to him
CHARLI E
(enmbarrassed)
I"mfine. Just help nme up.

Younger Rose tries to help him
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They're wal king to the front.

YOUNGER ROSE
Who did this to you?
CHARLI E
Sonme nugger. | couldn't see his face

wel | .

YOUNCGER ROSE
Whi ch way did he go?

CHARLI| E
| don't know, Rose.

YOUNCGER ROSE
kay, sorry.

her hand and starts drinking.

Somewhere in the darkness, Ml col mand Younger

is still

t here.

EXT. MOTEL 2- N GHT

Charlie takes the bottle from

Lorrai ne's van

Present day. Lorraine is still waiting for the cab. Doris and
Rose is with her

DORI S
You're right, it won't change
anyt hing. But please, tell us what you
know.

LORRAI NE
(takes a deep breath-to Rose)
Renmenber when you found Charlie on the
fl oor behind Rock N Kings?

ROSE
Vaguel y. That whol e night was a bl ur.
| renmenber only pieces.

LORRAI NE
O course, cause both you and himwere
drunk.

DORI S
Charlie was on the ground?

LORRAI NE
| put himthere.
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ROSE
What do you nmean?

LORRAI NE
He attacked Malcolm so | attacked
back. We |l eft before you cane.
Actually, we didn't |eave, we were

still there. Hiding.
ROSE
(t hi nks)
The nuggi ng. ...
LORRAI NE

| followed you guys to the drive in
when he gave you the necklace. That's
how | know about it.

ROSE
You foll owed us?

LORRAI NE
My brot her was hardly breathing next
to me because of what Charlie did to
him | wanted his blood. | had one of
Doris's tennis racket in the van and |
was ready to use it.

Rose gasp
DORI S
Dear God. Lorrai ne.
ROSE
All these years. | knewit.

The cab pulls up. Lorraine gets ready to enter it.

DCORI S
Wi t .

ROSE
What happened next ?

LORRAI NE
| " m done tal king.

Lorrai ne enters the cab.

ROSE
What happened? (taps on car) What
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happened next ?

LORRAI NE
Like | said before, what | know, won't
change anyt hi ng.

The cab drives away. Rose grabs the car keys fromDoris's
hands and make a run for it to the car.

DORI S
Rose, what are you doi ng?

Doris follows Rose. Rose gets in the car.

DORI S
Rose!

ROSE
Get in the car or stay here.

Doris quickly gets in the car. Rose speeds to follow the cab.
She catches up and pulls up the side.

DORI S
Rose, this is dangerous.
ROSE
| need to know, Doris. | need to know.

Rose drives ahead of the cab in order to cut in front of it.
She turns and stop in front of the cab. The cab stops.
Lorraine furiously exits the cab.

LORRAI NE
Are you serious?

Rose exits the car. Doris too.

ROSE
As serious as can be.
DORI S
Sorry about this, Lorraine. | don't

know what have gotten into her

LORRAI NE
| have nothing el se to say.

ROSE
Il will follow you wherever you go.
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LORRAI NE

(gives up)
Do you really want to know? You think

you can handle it?

ROSE
| can handle anything. | just want the
truth.

Lorraine cl oses her door. Gves the taxi driver noney. And
approaches Rose.

LORRAI NE
Get in the car.

Lorraine gets in the car. They follow.
I NT. DORI S'S CAR- SAVE

Rose pulls over to the side of the rode. They sit and wait
for Lorraine to speak.

LORRAI NE
| sat there. | watched you guys dri nk,
what seenmed to ne, an endl ess anount
of al cohol. Then you clinbed on top of
hi m

EXT- DRI VE- | NNI GHT

Rose and Charlie are kissing in Charlie's car. She is
straddling him In between kisses they speak.

ROSE
So he wants to see ne? Li ke he wants
to sign ne?

CHARLI E
" m sure they nmean the same thing.

RCSE
Baby, we did it!

CHARLI E
Yes, we did.

A furious younger Lorraine watches froma distance. Ml colm
is still in pain beside her.

MALCOLM
Leave them al one, Lorraine. Let's just
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go hone.
Lorraine is alnbst to tears.

LORRAI NE
But how coul d he.

MALCOLM
He's white, he can do whatever he
want s.

LORRAI NE
Not to us, he can't.

MALCOLM
Lorrai ne, please, bring us home. W'l|
be lucky if he doesn't report us.

LORRAI NE
He attacked first.

MALCOLM
That doesn't matter.

I NT. CHARLIE' S CAR- SAME

Charlie and Rose stop kissing. Charlie fishes for the
neckl ace. He presents it. Younger Rose covers her nouth in
surpri se.

CHARLI E
It's not an engagenent ring, but when
| sawit, its beauty rem nded ne of
you.

ROSE
Charlie, it's beautiful

Charlie puts it on for her. They continue to kiss.
| NT. DORI S' S CAR- NI GHT

Present day.

LORRAI NE
| was about to |leave. | wasn't about
to stay and watch ya'll have sex. But

the car started to nove. So |
f ol | owed.
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ROSE

Dear, God, you did kill Charlie.
LORRAI NE

|'"'msorry, Rose, for what |I'm about to

tell you.
I NT. CHARLIE S CAR- NI GHT

Charlie is drunkenly driving. He has a beer bottle in his
hand. Younger Rose has one in hand too.

CHARLI E
Only a few nore days till this curfew
shit.

He alnost hit a pole, msses it.
EXT. ROAD- SAMVE
Younger Lorraine follows froma distance. The headlights off.

LORRAI NE V. O
| don't know why | kept follow ng.
had my chance back in the drive in. |
couldn't do anything while the car was
novi ng.

I NT. VAN- SAME

MALCOLM
Lorraine, |'m serious, take us hone.

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Fi ne.

LORRAI NE V. O
| was ready to turn around, but the
car stopped. To ne, it was an
opportunity.

I NT. CHARLIE' S CAR- SAME

CHARLI E
Rose don't touch the wheel again.

YOUNGER ROSE
Let me drive. You're way to drunk.

CHARLI E
You' re drunk too.
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YOUNGER RCSE
Not as drunk.

CHARLI E
You're not driving nmy car. Deal with
it or wal k hone.

Younger Rose | eaves the car.
EXT. ROAD- SAMVE
Younger Rose staggers. Charlie gets out of the car.

CHARLI E
| was joking, Rose. CGet in the car

YOUNGER ROSE
| don't want to.

CHARLI E
Come on, please.

YOUNGER ROSE
"1l beat you to it.

Younger Rose hurries to the driver's side, she enters the
car. Charlie stands in front of it to stop her from noving.

I NT. VAN- SAME

MALCOLM
What's going on? Wiay did you stop?

YOUNGER LORRAI NE
Look.

Mal col msits up straight to see the whol e scene.
EXT. ROAD- SAME

CHARLI E
Rose, go to the other seat.

YOUNCGER ROSE
Get out of the way, Charlie.

CHARLI E
| "' m not goi ng anywhere.

Charlie crosses his arm He al nost | oses his bal ance.
Rose pushes the gas and conpletely runs over Charlie.

Younger
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I NT. VAN- SAME

Bot h Mal col m and Younger Lorraine are shock. Younger Lorraine
covers her nouth

MALCOLM
Oh shit.

Younger Lorraine hides the van.
EXT. ROAD- SAME

I n drunk panic, Younger Rose reverses but she runs over
Charlie again. She parks the car, and runs over to him

YOUNGER ROCSE
Charlie! Ch, God, Charlie.

Younger Rose goes over to a bloody Charlie. She kneels down
and picks his upper torso up by the shirt.

YOUNGER ROSE
Charlie get up. Dear, God, what have |
done?

Younger Rose | ooks around, then she struggl es draggi ng
Charlie to the car. H's blood gets on her dress. She's

cryi ng.
| NT. VAN- SAVE

MALCOLM
Look what you rmade us see. | told you
to drive us home, Lorraine.

LORRAI NE

What should we do, Ml col n®?
MALCOLM

We shoul d get hone!
L ORAI NNE

Shouldn't we call the cops?
MALCOLM

Are you serious? They'll blane us!

Let's go.
EXT. ROAD- SAMVE

Wiile Lorraine slowy pulls away. Younger Rose puts Charlie



Travel ing Years

in the back of the car.
INT. DORIS' S CAR- NI GHT
Present day. Rose has her nouth covered.

LORRAI NE
A few days later they' ve found his
body in the trunk. You nust've put him
t here when you dropped his car off.

Qui ck flashes of Rose putting Charlie in trunk, then wal ki ng
away.

ROSE
No.

LORRAI NE
You nust've wal ked home that night a
bl oody ness.

DORI S
| renmenber hearing you cone in |late.

Qui ck flashes of Rose closing door, Doris noves in bed, Rose
t aki ng bl oody dress off.

ROSE
No.

LORRAI NE
Al'l the reason for your nomto panic.

DORI S
Mom she saw your dress the next day,
and called the police. She thought you
were hurt. You didn't renenber a
t hi ng.

ROSE
On Cod.

Rose exits the car, runs to the grass, and throws up. They
fol |l ow.

EXT. ROADTRI P- SAME

DORI S
Rose!
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ROSE
(crying)
Oh, God, Doris. | really did kill
Charli e.
DORI S

It was an acci dent.
Dori s hugs Rose.

LORRAI NE
| didn't want to tell you. You were
better off not know ng.

ROSE
| killed Charli e.

Lorraine tries to confort her. Rose cries.
| NT. BETSY HOUSE- DAY

Bet sy in her kitchen making drinks. She's tal king to soneone
that is sitting in the living room

BETSY
The boys are going to be so ecstatic
when they see you. What a surpri se.
They' ve been asking for you.

SOVEONE OS
Really. Well, I"'mglad I cane.

Bet sy wal ks over to the living roomwhere the cop (handling
the m ssing Lorraine and Doris case) sits. He is Betsy's son.
Bet sy hands hima drink. She sits next to him

BETSY
What nmade you cone, Sergio?

COP/ SERGE O
|'ve just been rem nded of you lately.
And | figured | should conme and take
t he boys nyself.

BETSY
You're going to make their day.

COP/ SERG O
VWhere's Sandra? | haven't heard from
her in a while.
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BETSY
| hardly see Sandra. The boys don't
see Sandra. She's too busy worKking.

COP/ SERGE O
Have t hey spoken to their nother
| ately?
BETSY
Not that |I'm aware of.
COP/ SERG O
You know |I'mgoing to take themto see
Sasha.
BETSY
| know.
COP/ SERG O
Okay, just meking sure you're okay
withit.
BETSY
| never said | was okay with it. |
just said 'l know.'
COP/ SERG O

You should talk to your daughter one
of these days, Mom She really needs
to hear from you

BETSY
Il will, when |I'mready.

COP/ SERG O
And when is that?

BETSY
When |' mready.

I NT. DORI S'S CAR- DAY

Doris is driving. Lorraine is in the front. A very solem and
qui et Rose sits in the back, |ooking out the w ndow.

DORI S
W're alnbst there. Just a few houses
down.

She drives some nore.
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DORI S
Here it is. Just like the picture she
sent us a while ago. Renenber that,
Lorrai ne?

Doris pulls in the parking spot.

LORRAI NE
| sure do.
DORI S
(to Rose)
Rose, you still have the letter,
right?
ROSE
(quietly)
Lorraine stuck it in her breast,
r emenber.
DORI S

That's right. Lorraine?
Lorraine pats herself, searching for it.

LORRAI NE
(talking to herself)
Where did | put that thing. Ch that's
right.

Lorrai ne searches the car, she finds it, and hands it to
Dori s.

DORI S
Thank God.

LORRAI NE
We better go knock.

DORI S
That sounds |i ke a good i dea.

They exit the car.
| NT. BETSY HOUSE- DAY
Bet sy and Cop/ Sergi o continues to be in each other's conpany.

BETSY
What have you been up to, Sergio?
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COP/ SERG O
Not hi ng much. Just work. One of the
wei rdest cases cane ny way recently..

The door knock.

BETSY
Strange, | wasn't expecting conpany.

Bet sy wal ks towards her door. She | ooks through the peep
hol e. She's surprise.

BETSY
(i n Spani sh)
Ch ny God. | don't believe ny eyes.

COP/ SERG O
(stands up; alert)
What ?

Bet sy opens the door to Doris, Lorraine, and Rose who stands
behind the other two where Betsy can't see her.

DORI'S AND LORRAI NE
Sur pri se!

BETSY
(smles)
Ch ny goodness!

Bet sy hugs both Lorraine and Doris, then she sees Rose.

BETSY
Ch ny. Is that...

ROSE
Yes, it's nme Rose. You can pick up
your jaw now.

DORI S
Excuse her. It's been an..
interesting drive here.

BETSY
Drive? You guys drove over here? For
nme? \What for?

LORRAI NE
Long story, too long to be standing
out here.
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BETSY
O course, conme in.
Al three cone in.

BETSY
Find a seat.

Cop/ Sergio is still standing, evaluating, and shocked.

three sit. Lorraine and Doris smle at Sergio.

BETSY
(to Sergio)
Sergio, this is (points accordingly)
Lorraine, Doris, and Rose.

COP/ SERG O
Lorrai ne Benson, Doris and Rose Henry.

Al'l are shock.

BETSY
How di d you..

COP/ SERG O
We have a mi ssing case filed for
Lorrai ne Benson and Doris Henry.

LORRAI NE
A what ?

DORI S
Oh dear.

BETSY

You guys left without telling anyone?

LORRAI NE
We're grown.

COP/ SERG O
It all makes sense now. Doris and
Lorraine went to pick up you, Rose,
fromprison, and then you all decided
to see an old friend, nmy nom But why?

LORRAI NE
W have a letter from..

DORI S
Pl ease don't arrest us. We didn't know

Al l
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it was going to cause such a ruckus.

LORRAI NE
Doris, calmdown. He's not going to
arrest us. W've done nothing wong.

BETSY
A letter? From who?
DORI S
From your daughter, Sasha. She gave it

to Rose.

Betsy is shock, then she bends down and clutches her heart.
She's having a heart attack.

DORI S
Bet sy?

LORRAI NE
| think she's having a heart attack.

COP/ SERG O
Mon®? (rushes to her; holds her) Cal
t he anmbul ance!

| NT. HOSPI TAL- DAY

Betsy is resting on a hospital bed. Sergio sits next to her.
Lorraine, Doris, and Rose enter. They have flowers and ' get
wel | ' bal l oons and such.

LORRAI NE
There she is.

DORI S
Hi , Betsy.

Rose renmai ns sil ent.

BETSY
H | adi es.

They put their gifts down.

DORI S
How are you feeling?

BETSY
Oh, I"'malright.
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COP/ SERG O
My nomis a trooper.
BETSY
Ch, m hijo.
DORI S

Here's the letter. (hands letter).
Rose tell her about it.

ROSE
(bot her ed)
She was ny replacenent for the
[ibrary. Figured out who | was. Then
begged ne to take the letter. Told ne
that you wouldn't speak to her, and
this was the only way.

Betsy starts to cry.

BETSY
This is all ny fault.
LORRAI NE
Oh, Betsy, stop
BETSY
It is. | nearly died w thout speaking
to her.
DORI S
You have her words in your hands.
BETSY
You girls canme just in tine.
COP/ SERG O
"1l try to set up a neeting for you
t wo.
BETSY
Ch, Sergio, if I"'mstill alive.
COP/ SERG O
What do you nean? Stop talking |ike
t hat .
DORI S

Yeah, Betsy, be positive.
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BETSY
| haven't told you guys this, but I'm
really sick

COP/ SERG O
Si ck? What do you nmean?

BETSY
| 've had cancer for a while now And I
stopped the cheno treatnent. The
doct or warned nme about this heart
att ack.

The | adi es gasp.

COP/ SERGE O
(starts to cry)
And you kept this fromus?

BETSY
M hijo, I'"msorry.

Sandra and the little boys walk in.

They run
t he | ook

GRANDKI DS
G andmal!

to give her a hug. Sandra ki sses Betsy.

on everyone faces, Sergio crying.

SANDRA
What' s goi ng on?

COP/ SERG O
The boys shoul dn't be here.

SANDRA
VWhy? What happened? Who are these
peopl e?

COP/ SERG O
(stands cl ose to Sandra)
They're old friends of nom

SANDRA
s that why you're crying?

COP/ SERG O
No. Mbom has cancer.

Sandra covers her nouth.

Sandra sees
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SANDRA
VWhat ?

COP/ SERG O
She had it for a while. Stopped cheno.
And the doctor warned her.

SANDRA
Wiy woul d she do that to hersel f?

Focus to Betsy.

BETSY
Lorraine, can you sing for ne?

LORRAI NE
O course, darling.

Lorrai ne begins to sing, then she stops.

LORRAI NE

Rose, would you join nme?
ROSE

Who ne?
LORRAI NE

|s there another Rose in this roonf

BETSY
Yes, you too Rose.

Rose joins Lorraine. They both start to sing. Betsy starts to
read her letter. Betsy starts to cry.

SASHA V. O
Mam, | mss you. | amso sorry for
all of this pain | have cost you and
our famly. You were right, | should
have stayed away fromhim He was no
good for ne. | carry so nuch regret. |
wish | never nmet him | wish | nmade
decisions that reflected the life that
you had and the life that you've given
me. Please forgive nme. | promse to
change ny life in here and when | get
back in the real world. | hope to hear
fromyou soon. | |ove you so nmuch.

Everyone stands cl ose, savoring the very enotional nonent.



