Lant ana Beach

Epi sode 1
Pi | ot

Esterline Vielot



Lant ana Beach S1: El1

| NT. JUSTI N S APARTMENT- NI GHT

NATALI E, beautiful Haitian young |ady, sits very scared in
the living roomof her boyfriend s high-rise Pal mBeach
apartnent. She just discovered sonething she shouldn't have
and she's scared for her life.

Around the corner in the hallway is JEFFREY, black and
average height Haitian man, talking angrily to another man
(of f-canera).

Natal i e notices that her phone and purse are on the other
side of the roomin the sane eye-sight as the two nen. She
foregoes the risk of retrieving her phone and purse, and
decides to carefully tip-toe out of the apartnent.

| NT. HALLWAY- SAME

Natalie quickly hurries to the elevator. She presses the
buttons nmultiple tinmes, |ooking back at the apartnent. The

el evat or doors do not open quickly. The apartnent door opens,
Jeffrey steps out.

Natalie runs to the staircase.
| NT. STAI RCASE- SAMVE

Natalie is running down the stairs. Jeffrey follows her.
Eventual |y he catches her and drags her back up the stairs at
gun point.

| NT. PI ERRE' S BEDROOM DAY

A sl eepi ng STEVENSON PI ERRE, an ol der hom ci de detecti ve,

m ddl e-age Haitian man with salt and pepper hair, wakes up
from noi ses he hears comng fromthe kitchen. He checks the
time. It reads 7:13.

STEVENSON
St ephani e?

STEPHANI E, a young beautiful Haitian |ady, and al so
St evenson's daughter, pops her head in.

STEPHANI E

Mor ni ng, Daddy. Sorry did I wake you?
STEVENSON

Yes, you did, but it's fine. | need to

wake up.
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STEPHANI E
I * m maki ng breakfast. Get dressed and
cone eat.

| NT. PI ERRE' S KI TCHEN
St ephani e puts her father's plate together with Haitian

breakfast of eggs, fried plantains, avocado, and toast. He
enters the kitchen.

STEVENSON
Snells good. It snells |like ny
favorite.

STEPHANI E

It's your first day back, you should
eat sonet hi ng besi des bread and
cof f ee.

Stevenson sits and Stephanie places his food in front of him

STEPHANI E
Let nme get your coffee.

St ephani e fetches two nugs of coffee.

STEVENSON
Thank you.

Stephanie sits down with him She doesn't have a plate of
food, just her cup of coffee.

STEVENSON

Kote manje w? (Were's your food?)
STEPHANI E

It's too early to eat. |I'mnot hungry.
STEVENSON

( Chuckl es)

You never grew out of that.
STEPHANI E

Nope. How are you feeling? Are you

nervous?
STEVENSON

Nervous? |'ve been a detective for
three decades. It's second nature.
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STEPHANI E
| don't know, maybe you're feeling
pressured.

STEVENSON
Pressured? What do you nean?

Pause.

STEPHANI E
Daddy, why didn't you just put in your
resignation letter? You prom sed
Mami . ..

STEVENSON
Stephanie, |i tro bonne pou sa! (it's
too early for this!) Please.

Ankward sil ence.

STEPHANI E

l"msorry. | just worry for you
STEVENSON

| know.
STEPHANI E

Do you want nme to bring lunch fromthe
rest aur ant ?

STEVENSON
| don't know when I'Il be on lunch, so
don't worry about it.

STEPHANI E
Fine, but make sure you eat.

STEVENSON
"1l eat sonmething, | prom se.

STEPHANI E
Take a picture of it.

STEVENSON
St ephani e.

STEPHANI E
" mjoking, |I'mjoking.
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| NT. LANTANA POLI CE PRI CI CNT- DAY
St evenson wal ks in the office area. The room cl aps.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
Wl come back Pierre.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
Ni ce havi ng you back, Detective.

DETECTI VE JACOBS
Good to see you, how you been?

STEVENSON
Thanks everyone. And |'ve been
alright. I'mready to get back to

wor K.
St evenson | ooks at his desk.

STEVENSON
It | ooks exactly the sane.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
For the nost part. Sonetines it had
randomfiles on it, but now we use
Henderson's ol d desk.

Stevenson sits at his desk and | ooks at its contents. He
pi cks up a photo frame of him his wfe, and Stephanie.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
Look inside your drawer.

St evenson snaps out of his gaze and puts his photo down.

STEVENSON
Do | trust you? What's in the drawer?

DETECTI VE JACOBS
Just alittle welcone back gift from
us.

St evenson opens the drawer and finds a bottle of hard |iquor.
He picks it up and stares at it.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
For the |l ong nights.

The room | aughs.
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STEVENSON
My daughter is going to kill me if she
sees nme with this.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
St ephani e?

STEVENSON
Yes, she noved in with nme since
Cl audette died. Been watching ny every
nove.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
She's worried about you. | understand,
but she gotta let you live a little.

STEVENSON
She got rid of all the hard |iquor,
even t he Barbancourt.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
Shit. Not the good rum

STEVENSON
She told nmy contact in Haiti not to
ship any to ne. | haven't drank in
nont hs.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
Fuck.

DETECTI VE JACOBS
Bury that deep between your
mattresses.

St evenson notices a poster of a m ssing wonman.

STEVENSON
Jessica Al exander. | renenber seeing
her in the news.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
Very fucking sad. Her husband is
beside hinself. He calls and stops by
all the tine.

CAPTAI N CORTES, an ol der short stubby Hi spanic man, wal ks in
w th ROSA ROCSADO, a beautiful average hei ght Puerto-Ri can
wonman.
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DETECTI VE JACOBS
Capt ai n.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Morning. Pierre?

STEVENSON
Captain Cortes. It's me in the flesh.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Shit. | thought you were com ng
tonorrow. | didn't know you and Rosado
were starting on the sanme day.

STEVENSON
Rosado?

ROSA
Rosa Rosado

CAPTAI N CORTES
|"msorry. Gentlenen, this is Rosa
Rosado. She's our new detective from
the Lake Worth Branch. She's repl acing
Hender son

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
Wel come to Lant ana Beach

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
It's a bit nore rel axed here than Lake
Wort h.

ROSA
|'ve been told.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Don't jinx us. Pierre she's your new
partner.

St evenson shakes her hand.

STEVENSON
St evenson Pierre.

CAPTAI N CORTES
It's Pierre's first day back from
sabbatical. | imagine he's ready to
get back to work. He's one of our
best .
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STEVENSCON
Thanks Capt ai n.

CAPTAI N CORTES
|"'msorry | didn't have a wel cone back
gift for you, it was an honest
m st ake.

STEVENSON
No worries, the boys took care of it.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Do | even what to know?

STEVENSON
You don't.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Good. Take her to Henderson's desk.
You fellas, please don't scare her
awnay.

DETECTI VE JACOBS
W won't.

Captain Cortes wal ks away. Stevenson points at the desk next
to him

STEVENSON
This is your desk.

Det ective Jacobs junps up and renoves the files.

DETECTI VE JACOBS
Sorry, let ne get that for you.

ROSA
Thanks.

STEVENSON
So Lake Wbrth, what nmade you | eave?

ROSA
Pronotion or naybe they were trying to
get rid of ne.

STEVENSON
What did you do? Expose a cover-up?
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ROSA
(1 aughs)
|"mjoking. | think they noticed it in
me and t hought 1'd rmake a good
detecti ve.

STEVENSON
Wel | your secrets woul d have been safe
with me, but I'll buy your story.

ROSA
| guess it's a detective thing, always
second guessi ng sonmeone's story.

STEVENSON
(Laughs)
| think it's a just nme thing. Hard to
tell. I've been doing this too |ong.

Captain Cortes enters the room

CAPTAI N CORTES
A young fermal e body just washed up the
shore. Pierre, Rosado, this is your
case.

EXT. LANTANA BEACH PARKI NG LOT- DAY

St evenson and Rosa step out of the police car. They are
i mredi at el y approached by MONTY, Jessica's husband.

MONTY

Pl ease tell ne if it's Jessica.
STEVENSON

"' msorry?
MONTY

Monty WIlianms. Jessica Al exander's
husband. (shows picture) She's been
m ssi ng.

STEVENSON
How d you hear about this? The nedi a
isn't even here yet.

MONTY
Pl ease, just tell ne.

STEVENSON
Ckay, but don't cone close to the
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Crine scene.

MONTY
| won't.

St evenson and Rosa continue to wal k.
RCSA
Captain said CSI and the ME are
al ready on scene.

STEVENSON
Good.

EXT. LANTANA BEACH SAME

They enter the beach to the crinme scene. Pictures are being
taken, evidence is being collected.

STEVENSON
What a beautiful day.
RCSA
Ri ght, not a day that screans body at

t he shore.
SHELLY, the Medical Exam ner, approaches them

SHELLY
Wl come back, Pierre.

STEVENSON
Thanks Shelly. This is ny new partner,
Rosa Rosado

ROSA
Nice to neet you

SHELLY
Pretty nane.

ROSA
Thanks, ny nom t hought she was cl ever
wi th that one.

SHELLY
Vell, I'"'mMchelle D xon, Medical
Exam ner. You can call nme Shelly.
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STEVENSON
This is obviously not a drowning.

They nove to the body. The body is a young, caranel -
conpl eti on Hi spani c wonman.

SHELLY
Definitely not. She was strangl ed
before she was dunped in the water.
See the ligature marks?

STEVENSON
How di d she get here?

SHELLY
My best guess is she was thrown in the
m ddl e of the ocean froma boat and
her body nade it to shore.

ROSA
How | ong was she floating for?
SHELLY
Two-t hree days. Further exam nation
will give me a better tine frane.
MONTY
(Shouting fromtop of beach)
Det ecti ves!
They turn.
STEVENSON
It's not Jessica. Go hone, Mnty. GCet
sone rest.
Monty | eaves.
STEVENSON

Any ot her Dbruises? Marks?

SHELLY
None fromwhat | can see. No signs of
trauma or even a struggle. It's al nost
as if she just took it.

STEVENSCON
Any 1D on her?
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SHELLY
Yes, Christina Otiz. 21 years old.
STEVENSON
Shit. They get younger and younger
each time.
RCSA

Did she have anything el se on her?

SHELLY
She had a bookbag on her back. CSI
t aki ng pictures of the contents and
baggi ng t hem

ROSA
"Il check the bag.

Rosa approaches a CSI investigator.

SHELLY
How have you been, Steve?

STEVENSON
' mdoing okay. | didn't get ny second
cup of coffee back in the office,
t hough.

SHELLY
| just rolled out of bed nyself. |I'm
sorry | didn't check in on you,
didn't want to overwhel myou.

STEVENSON
Don't nention it. You don't owe ne
anyt hi ng.

SHELLY
How s St ephani e? Does she still hate
me?

STEVENSON

She never hated you. She was | ust
enotional . And she's doing fine.

SHELLY
"' mglad you two are okay.

Rosa cones back with an I D and hands the I D to Stevenson.
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ROSA
Says she lives just a few bl ocks from
here. IDis expired, but what 21 year
old keeps up with that stuff?

Shelly di sm sses herself.

STEVENSON
[t's worth a visit. What else were in
her bag?

ROSA

The usual, but she al so had what
seened to be a change of cl ot hes.

STEVENSON
Any phone?

ROSA
Actual 'y, no.

Rosa' s phone rings.

ROSA
Sorry, it's nmy husband.

Rosa wal ks away and answers phone. Stevenson approaches the
body again and studies it. Rosa is heard in the background
argui ng on the phone.

STEVENSON
Shelly, can we expedite the DNA
forensi cs?

SHELLY
Still expecting favors?

STEVENSON
Just a w shful request.

SHELLY
"1l get it to you as fast as | can.

STEVENSON
| appreciate it.

Rosa cones back
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ROSA
| have to take ny twins to school.
Unbel i evabl e. It was nmy husband' s day

t oday and...
STEVENSON
It's okay, take your kids to school.
ROSA
"' m so sorry.
STEVENSON
Don't be. 1'll neet you back at the
precinct with an update on Chri stina.
ROSA
Thank you.
Rosa | eaves.
STEVENSON
(to Shelly)

"Il see you later, Shelly. It was
ni ce seeing you

SHELLY
It was nice seeing you too. You | ook
good. Better.

STEVENSCON
Thanks, I'mtrying.

SHELLY
We should do | unch sonetinmes, catch up
over food and not a dead body.

STEVENSON
( Chuckl es)
| agree.

EXT. ORTIZ'S HOUSE- DAY

St evenson knocks on the door. EVELYN, petite and white
H spani ¢ worman, opens the door.

STEVENSON
Det ecti ve Stevenson Pierre. Is this
the Ortiz residency?
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EVELYN
Yes, this is the

14.

Otiz residency. Is

t hi s about ny daughter, Christina?

Evel yn's husband, M GUEL,
H spani c.

M GUEL
Mguel. This is

aver age height and also white

Evel yn. Do you have

news about Christina?

STEVENSON

| do. May | cone

in?

I NT. ORTIZ'S LI VI NG ROOM SAME

Evel yn points to a chair.

St evenson sits down. Evelyn and

M guel sit in front of Stevenson.

STEVENSON
We found Christina at the shore. She
was al ready deceased when she reached.

Evel yn begins to cry.

M GUEL

Deceased? How did this happen?

STEVENSON
We are waiting for nore details but we

t hi nk she was st

rangl ed before she was

thrown into the water.

EVELYN
VWho woul d do suc

M GUEL
She didn't tel

t own.

h a thing?

us she was back in

STEVENSON
Wien was the |last tine you' ve seen

her ?

Evel yn cries harder. M guel conforts her. Stevenson notices

the famly portraits. He

| ooks around and sees nore. He

notices that the girl in the photos is not the sane girl.
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STEVENSON
Wio is the girl in the photos?

M guel | ooks up.

M GUEL
That's Chri sti na.

St evenson takes out the I D and | ooks at the photo on the ID
and then the girl. He hands the ID to M guel.

STEVENSON
Who's this girl?

M guel | ooks at the photo.

M GUEL
| don't know, but this isn't
Christina. Evelyn, mra...(lo0k)

Evel yn | ooks at the photo.

EVELYN
Who is this? She's not our Christina.
What is going on?

STEVENSON
There's been a m sunderstandi ng. The
body we found today had that IDon it.

M GUEL
We don't know who this girl is and how
she got ny Christina s information on
it.

EVELYN
So, Christina isn't dead?

STEVENSON
She's not the person we found at the
shore.

EVELYN

Oh dios mo. (oh ny God)

STEVENSON
I"mterribly sorry for this.

M GUEL
Wio woul d nmake a fake I D using ny
daughter's information?
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STEVENSON
| don't know, sir. Wat happened to
Chri stina?

M GUEL
We don't know. She goes m ssing for
| ong periods at a tinme. She told us
she would call when she was back in

t own.

STEVENSON
When was the last tinme you' ve heard
from her?

M GUEL

Maybe a year ago.

STEVENSON
And you didn't report her m ssing?

M GUEL
We didn't know she was m ssing.

EVELYN
Shoul d we nmake a report? Does this
fake | D nean anyt hi ng?

STEVENSON
Is this nornal behavior from her? Not
hearing fromher for a year?

M GUEL
She once went al nbst 2 years w thout
speaking to us. She left honme at 18
and noved around a | ot to random
pl aces. She never tells us where.

EVELYN
Maybe this neans she's in trouble,
M guel. Oh dios m o.

STEVENSON
| don't want to inply anything about
Christina's safety, this can very well
be sonet hing as conmon as identity
theft. The individual on the card
coul d have been underaged and managed
to get this fake ID. | don't believe
it's an indication that Christina is
in trouble. Maybe try calling back the
nunber she last called you on. O
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course, you are also free to file a
report, | am not discouragi ng you as
her parents from doi ng so.

EVELYN
| think we should, Mguel. | don't
feel right about this.

Evel yn begins to cry again. Mguel conforts her.

M GUEL
W will try looking for her. If we
don't find her, we'll file.

St evenson stands up and hands his card.

STEVENSON
Keep in touch if you need anything
from ne.

M guel grabs the card.

M GUEL
Thank you.

STEVENSON
|"msorry for all of this.

M GUEL
It's okay. We'll figure it out.

STEVENSON

['ll head out but | do need the ID
back.

M GUEL
Oh yes.

M guel hands the |D.

STEVENSON
l|"msorry again. I'll walk nmyself out.

St evenson | eaves.
| NT. LANTANA POLI CE PRI Cl CNT- DAY
Stevenson is at his desk. He is on his conputer | ooking

t hrough the real Christina Otiz's file. She's been arrested
for drug possession.
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Rosa wal ks in and sits down angrily.

STEVENSON
Bad nor ni ng?

ROSA
He does this all of tinme. He's still
very spiteful that | took this
position. He's trying to sabotage it.

STEVENSON
Your husband?

ROSA
Yes. He never forgave nme for becom ng
a cop and now he really hates ne for
t his.

STEVENSON
My wife couldn't stand ny j ob.
Actually, she liked it at first. Found
it sexy and intriguing. And then we
had our daughter, suddenly, she saw it
for what it really was, dangerous,
ti me-consum ng, unpredictable.

ROSA
| did the cop thing for 3 years,
before that | was a stay-at-hone nom
He acted conpletely surprised that |
wanted to work. | didn't plan on
becom ng a stay at honme nom but then
we had the twins, and at that tinme it
made sense for one of us to stay hone.
He already had the career and | was
just finishing college. So we agreed
that | would stay home until they
started school. But he didn't want ne
wor ki ng, he thought it was great that
| was hone, cooking and cl eani ng.
After a while, | convinced himto |et
me do sonething part tinme while the
kids were in school. Two years in that
job, I was mi serable, then |I decided
it's tinme. And he hated nme ever since.

STEVENSON
| don't think he hates you. Resentful,
maybe. Possibly nore worried than
anyt hi ng.
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ROSA
How did you and your wife deal with
it?

STEVENSON

W didn't. W were separated for a
long tine before she passed away | ast

year.

ROSA
Shit, I'msorry.

STEVENSON
So, | don't have that answer for you,
maybe find balance. | let this job
take over ny life in exchange for ny
famly. Now, |I'mstuck with it. |
can't live without it. It's a sick
attachnent.

ROSA
Are you saying | chose the wong
career?

STEVENSON

| like to think detective work chooses
us, just find the right bal ance.

ROSA
How was the visit with Christina's
parents? Was it the right address?

STEVENSON
It was the right address for Christina
Ortiz but not the girl we found today.

ROSA
Shit, really?

STEVENSON
This is the real Christina.

Rosa stands over himand | ooks at his conputer.

ROSA
Drug possessi on.

STEVENSON
Her parents never nentioned this. They
say they haven't heard fromher in a
year, and they don't know the girl on
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the |ID.

ROSA
Do we have any m ssing person reports
on the girl on the ID?

STEVENSON
None. | ran her face through our
software and no mat ches found. No
mat ches found on her DNA and
fingerprints.

ROSA
Shit. Can Christina be linked to this
Jane Doe?

STEVENSON

Too early to tell.

ROSA
"1l contact the news stations to post
Jane Doe and hopefully we get a good

tip.

Rosa wal ks to her desk. Detective Johnson wal ks in.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
| received a security footage clip for
Jessica Al exander at a hair store on
-Lant ana and Federal. The owner said
he thought he recogni zed her.

He plays the short clip. In the video, Jessica finishes at
t he counter when a hooded person approaches her. He then
grabs her by the arm and escort her out. End of video.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
It's hard to see the person's face but
we're working on getting sonething
cl eaner. The owner said he didn't get
a good | ook at him

ROSA
He didn't bother to call the police? A
woman gets grabbed at your store and
you do not hi ng?

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
He didn't think anything of it. He
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said she seened |li ke she knew him

STEVENSON
Does he know what happened after that?

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
Said the guy left in a dark grey sedan
and she left on foot.

STEVENSON
Does he have any footage of it.

DETECT!I VE JOHNSON
He said the caneras outside are out of
order, he's been neaning to get them
fixed.

ROSA
O course.

STEVENSON
Her husband was at the scene this
nor ni ng.

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
He's listening to our every nove.

STEVENSON
Does he know about this?

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
We informed himand sent hima still.
He doesn't recogni ze the man.

DETECTI VE LOPEZ
Does this give us any new information?

DETECTI VE JOHNSON
Unl ess we know who this guy is, this
doesn't tell us anything new. This
footage was in the mddle of the day
when she was running errands. She went
honme after this.

| NT. PI ERRE' S BEDROOM NI GHT

Stevenson is sitting on his bed, holding the liquor bottle
that was gifted to him He opens it and sniffs it. He then
takes a quick drink.
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STEVENSON
Shit.

He cl oses the bottle and then puts the bottle in between his
mat tr ess.

| NT. PI ERRE BATHROOM SAMVE

Stevenson is brushing his teeth to take the al cohol snell out
of his nmouth. He then sprays hinself wi th col ogne.

He hears Stephanie comng in the house.
| NT. PI ERRE LI VI NG AREA- SAME

St ephani e cl oses the front door with food in her hand. She
approaches the dining table and notices files. She rolls her
eyes and pl aces the food down.

STEPHANI E
Daddy?

| NT. PI ERRE BATHROOM SAME

STEVENSON
In the bat hroom

He snells his breathe before | eaving the bathroom
| NT. PI ERRE LI VI NG AREA- SAME

Stevenson enters the living area. Stephanie picks up the
files.

STEPHANI E
Your first day back and you're already
bringi ng hone files? Unbelievable. You
said it would be different this tine.

STEVENSON
| brought it hone just in case
sonet hing cane to m nd.

STEPHANI E
Well, not tonight. Tonight, we are
going to eat some good food and watch
sonething silly on TV.

STEVENSON
Fine. No work tonight. What did you
bring?
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STEPHANI E
Diri djon djon avec tasso kabrit
(mushroomrice with fried goat).

STEVENSON
Hmm been a while since | had goat.

St ephani e prepares their plate. Stevenson sits down at the
t abl e.

STEVENSON
Aren't you going to ask ne about ny
first day back?

STEPHANI E
Nope. I'msure it's the sane old song.
Sonebody di ed and now you're | ooki ng
for their killer. Did | get anything
wr ong?

She places their food down and sits down.

STEVENSON
No, you didn't. | got a new partner,
young | ady, maybe not so much ol der
t han you.

STEPHANI E

Where di d Henderson go?

STEVENSON
The office told nme different county.
Boynt on Beach.

STEPHANI E
He didn't tell you?
STEVENSON
| "' msure he tried. | mssed his calls.

It feels weird now to reach out.

STEPHANI E
" m sure he woul d appreci ate hearing
fromyou. You don't have to push
everyone away.

STEVENSON
| don't try to, Stephanie.

Awkward silence wth silverware cl anking.
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STEVENSON
Shel ly thinks you hate her.
STEPHANI E
| don't hate her. | think she doesn't

know her pl ace.

STEVENSON
You never play fair.

STEPHANI E
No, | play call out the bullshit.

STEVENSON
Watch it, Stephanie!

Soneone knocks on the door. Stevenson goes to answer the door
and at the door is GLORIA short Haitian |lady and Stevenson's
sister, and MARK, average-height Haitian man. doria runs
into the arns of Stevenson.

STEVENSON
What' s goi ng on?

MARK
It's Natalie. She's m ssing.

St ephani e junps up.

STEPHANI E
What happened to Natalie?

GLORI A
Nou pa konnen kote |i ye? Nou pa ka
jwen li. (W don't know where she is,
we can't find her).

STEPHANI E
What do you nmean you can't find her?

St ephanie starts to cry.

STEVENSON
Cone in, please.

St evenson shuts the door. Stephanie and doria enbrace each
ot her.

STEVENSON
What happened? How do you know she's
m ssi ng?
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MARK
She didn't cone hone | ast night. W
didn't hear fromher all day. She's
not picking up her phone. She hasn't

cal l ed us.
STEPHANI E
Let nme try.
Stephanie tries to call Natalie on the phone. It goes
straight to voicemail. She hangs up
GLORIA
| know she's hurt sonmewhere. | can

feel it. She's not okay. Stevenson,
pl ease do sonething. My baby, she's
not okay.

St ephanie guides GQoria to sit and she sits next to her.

STEVENSON
Do you renenber where she went?
GORI A
She usual ly runs errands on Sunday.
STEPHANI E
She went to a party, a boat party
yesterday. | made food for it.
MARK
Boat party? Who does she know with a
boat ?
STEPHANI E
She said she was going with her
boyfri end.
MARK
Boyfriend?
GORI A
She didn't tell us she had a
boyfri end.
MARK

St ephanie, why didn't you tell us she
had a boyfriend?

STEPHANI E
|"msorry Uncle Mark, it didn't cross

25.
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ny mind that she was keeping it from
you and Auntie doria.

MARK

How | ong has she been seeing hinf
STEPHANI E

A few nonths, | don't know. |'m not

sure. She only started to tell ne
about hima few weeks ago.

GORI A
What did you say his nanme was?

STEPHANI E
| don't renenber.
(1 ooks through phone)
Maybe she texted ne his nanme before.
Justin.

MARK

Justin?
STEPHANI E

He's a | awyer in Pal m Beach.
GLORI A

Lawer? Wiere did she neet hin?
STEPHANI E

| don't know.
MARK

Justin what?
STEPHANI E

| don't know. | don't know. |'msorry.
STEVENSON

Do you know anyt hi ng about this boat
party?

STEPHANI E
They were cel ebrating the boyfriend' s
birthday. | don't know anythi ng el se.

MARK
VWhy? What's goi ng on?

STEVENSON
It's too early to say anything,

26.
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don't want to cause hysteria.

GORI A
Steve, please find her.

STEVENSON
File a m ssing persons report. There
are detectives that will work to find
her.

GLORI A
| want you to find her. They won't
care for ny black little girl.

STEVENSON
They will do their best to find her. |
know t hese detectives. File the
report.

MARK
St ephani e, can you get nore
information on this Justin, please.

STEPHANI E
"1 try.

STEVENSON
No, it's better and safer if she stays
out of it, if you all stay out of it.

MARK
Excuse ne?

STEVENSON
| understand, Mark. | understand your
frustration, but file the report and
et the police do their job. It's too
dangerous to do anything al one.

GLORI A
How can you tell us that? She's your
ni ece, Steve! Do sonet hing!

STEVENSON
"1l do the best I can. | promse. If
you file, they can put it on the news,
they can do investigation, track her
phone, check caneras. It's the best
way .

27.
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MARK
kay, okay. W will file, but please
make sure you are part of the
i nvestigation.

STEVENSON
I will.

| NT. AUTOPSY ROOM DAY

Jane Doe body is laying on a table. Shelly begins to explain
what she found to Rosa and Stevenson.

SHELLY
W didn't find any bruises or nmarks on
her or any deformties. No sexual
trauma. However, she did have senen in
her. We collected it and will be
testing for DNA. W tested her bl ood
and it came back positive for a
sedati ve

ROSA
She was drugged?

SHELLY
Yes, which would explain the |ack of
def ensi ve wounds.

RCSA
So whoever did this was a coward. He
didn't want her to put up a fight.

STEVENSON
Who said it's a he?

SHELLY
He's right. Could be a she. It's
really hard to tell.

ROSA

You said you found senmen in her
SHELLY

Well, yes, but no sexual trauma. |'m

reluctant to say that the person she
had sex with also killed her. However
there's always that possibility that

he did.
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STEVENSON
Any ot her DNA found on her?

SHELLY
We did find sone finger prints in her
underarm but the ocean's salt water
ruined the quality. W ran what we
coul d and not hi ng canme back.

STEVENSON
When can we get the results for the
semen?
SHELLY
| expedited it. Less than 48 hours.
STEVENSON
Thanks, | appreciate it.
SHELLY
No problem So this isn't Christina
Otiz?
STEVENSON

She's not. For now, she's Jane Doe.

ROSA
We're hoping to get sone | eads on who
she is. She's been on the news since
yest er day.

SHELLY
What a shame. Her fam |y nust be
worried sick.

ROSA
If a good tip doesn't cone in, maybe
her famly will report her mssing. So
far, she doesn't match any current
m ssi ng persons.

SHELLY
| hope she's identified so her famly
can give her a proper burial and get
sone cl osure.

| NT. CAPTAI N CORTES' OFFI CE- DAY

Captain Cortes is |ooking through sone files when Stevenson
knocks on the door.
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CAPTAI N CORTES
Pierre. Cone in. Sit.

St evenson sits down.

STEVENSON
Capt ai n.

CAPTAI N CORTES
A m ssing persons case came in today
and the father nmade it very clear that
the m ssing person is your niece.

STEVENSON
| told himto file.

CAPTAI N CORTES
| need you to stay off the case. It
will crowd your judgnent.

STEVENSON
Capt ain. ..

CAPTAI N CORTES
Let this be a famly matter for you
and let us take care of the
i nvestigation.

STEVENSON
| told them | would be a part of it.

CAPTAI N CORTES
You shoul dn't have, that's not our
protocol and you know t hat.

STEVENSON
| know, but this is ny niece, Captain.

CAPTAI N CORTES
And | am here to support you in any
other way. |If you need sone tine off,
| am nore than..

STEVENSON
| just had tine off, plenty tinme off.

CAPTAI N CORTES
| know it's been one hell of a year
for you and now this. If you need
counseling, we will offer you those
servi ces.
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STEVENSON
| need ny niece back. | can help her
come back. She mi ght be connected to
my case. She went to a boat party. Qur
Jane Doe was thrown off a boat.

CAPTAI N CORTES
There are plenty of boats in Lantana.
It could be just a coincident. Do you
know i f they were on the sane one?

STEVENSON
No.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Keep the two cases separate. You are
not permtted to work on your niece's
i nvestigation, Detective Pierre.
That's an order. Have | made nyself
clear?

STEVENSON
Under st ood.

CAPTAI N CORTES
Ri ght now, | need you to support your
famly while we find their daughter.

STEVENSON
Under st ood.

CAPTAI N CORTES
| really do hate to do this to you
Pierre, but | think it's for the best.

STEVENSON
| s there anything el se?

CAPTAI N CORTES
No, not from ne.

STEVENSON
G eat.

St evenson gets up and | eave.
| NT. LANTANA POLI CE PRI Cl CNT- DAY

Rosa is on the phone.
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ROSA
Bl ue house on the corner of West Drew
and Pinetree. Do you know her nane?
It's fine. Thank you for the call.

Rosa hangs up as Stevenson wal ks in, he is visibly upset.

RCSA
Are you okay?
STEVENSON
I"mfine.
RCSA

Sonmeone just called with a tip. Said
our Jane Doe | ooks |ike his neighbor.
He doesn't know her nane, but he's
pretty sure it's her.

STEVENSON
Did he give his nanme?

RCSA
Nope. He did say he hasn't seen her in
a few days.

STEVENSON
VWho does she lives with?

RCSA
She lives wth her nom dad, and what
he thinks is her younger siblings. You
think it's worth the visit?

STEVENSON
We have nothing to | ose. Sonething
m ght conme out of it.

ROSA
Are you sure you are okay? |I'msorry
about your niece. | just heard.
STEVENSON
| don't want people to feel sorry for
me. |1've had enough pity these days.
ROSA

If there's anything | can do, please
l et me know.
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STEVENSON
Well there's nothing I can do, Captain
told me to stay off of the
i nvestigation.

ROSA
Shit. That's tough.

STEVENSON
My daughter said she was going to a
boat party.

RCSA
Shit. You don't think..

STEVENSON
God | hope not.

ROSA
Did you tell Captain?

STEVENSON
He doesn't think they're rel ated.

ROSA
What do you know about your niece?

STEVENSON
Not rmuch, unfortunately. She had sone
| awyer boyfriend from Pal m Beach.
Justin. | don't have a | ast nane.

ROSA
|f she went to a boat party with him
she woul d be m ssing in Pal mBeach.
Qur Jane Doe washed up on Lantana. Too
far to be related, | think.

STEVENSON
You're probably right. Her father is
going to be disappointed that |I'm not
on the case. He demanded | be on it.

ROSA
| would want you on the case too.
What ever you do, | won't snitch

St evenson chuckl es.
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| NT. JANE DOE' S HOUSE- DAY

Rosa and Stevenson are in front of Jane Doe's house.
St evenson knocks on the door. They wait a while.

STEVENSON
Are you sure this is it?

ROSA
Yup, he said the blue house on the
corner of West Drew and Pinetree.

STEVENSON
Probably nobody's hone.

The door opens and a little boy peeps his head out.

RCSA
Hol a, nino, donde esta tu nmanm?
(Hello, little boy, where is your
nont?)

The boy runs and | eaves the door a bit ajar. Rosa peeps in. A
short and ol der Hi spani c woman approaches the door. The
little boy waps his arns around her |eg.

ROSA

Hola, m nonbre es Rosa. Soy un
detective. Este es Steve. El tanbien
es un detective. (H ny nanme is Rosa.
| ama detective. This is Steve. He is
al so a detective).

(Pulls out a photo of Jane Doe)
Sabes quien es? (Do you know who this
iS7?)

LI TTLE BOY
Mari bel .

The ol der wonan pushes the boy back and shakes her head.

OLDER WOVAN
No, por favor, no. Lo siento. (No,
pl ease, no, sorry)

The wonman goes to close the door. Rosa stops her.

ROSA
Por favor, ella fue encontrada nuerta
ayer a la playa. (Please, she was
found dead yesterday at the beach).
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The | ady | ooks shock and then she shuts the door.

ROSA
Por favor!

STEVENSON
Rosa, she's not going to open the
door .

ROSA

Unbel i evabl e.
They head to the car.

ROSA
Something isn't right.

They enter the car.

| NT. POLI CE CAR- SAME

ROSA
Wiy didn't she at | east report her
m ssi ng?

STEVENSON

They're definitely hiding sonething.

ROSA
The little boy said she was Mari bel.

STEVENSON
We can do a web search on this address
and see if her nanme shows up.

They see the ol der woman peepi ng out the wi ndow and then
qgui ckly cl oses the blinds.

ROSA
What is she so afraid of ? Why won't
she speak to us?

STEVENSON
She probably thinks we're | CE. Maybe
t hey' re undocunent ed.

RCSA
Just because they're Latinos, doesn't
mean they're undocunent ed.
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STEVENSON
Take your enpotions out of it Rosado
and pay attention. She doesn't report
her daughter m ssing, who had a fake
I D on her. This is South Florida, the
chances of soneone bei ng undocunent ed
is very high.

ROSA
Shoul d we go back and tell her we're
not | CE.

STEVENSON
No, we scared her enough. W shoul d
just let her sit with this news and
hopeful ly, she'll cone around.
St evenson's phone rings.

STEVENSON
Pi erre.

He stays on a bit long and then he hangs up the phone.

STEVENSON
A body washed up the shore again.
ROSA
Are you serious?
STEVENSON
Young fenmal e. Goddamit, | hope it's
not Natali e.
ROSA

Fuck.
EXT. LANTANA BEACH- DAY
St evenson hurries to the crine scene.

SHELLY
Sane MO as our Jane Doe.

RCSA
Mari bel. Jane Doe's name is Mari bel .

St evenson | ooks at the body.

STEVENSON
Fuck.
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RCSA
Is it Natalie?
STEVENSON
No, it's our mssing wfe.

End of Episode 1.

Jessi ca.
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