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Music in Well of Souls: Uncovering the Banjo’s

Hidden History
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4 Comments

Unfortunately, all of the music
illustrations got cut from Well of
Souls: Uncovering the Banjo's
Hidden History. Here are some of
the songs referenced, musical
examples of early American

music, and other musical
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Hopkins University
Libraries.
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Three musical selections transcribed
by Mr. Baptiste for Sir Hans Sloane,

Jamaica, 1687.

\_\——— e ———
1 The Introdutlion.

James Ford Bell Library/
University of Minnesota
Libraries.

Papa on gourd
banjo:

Rhiannon Giddens's song
"Build A House" (0:00 to 1:31
in this video) begins with the
second part of the Koromanti
tune (starting on the third

line above), adapted for

The Introduclion. i

Koromanti.

00:00
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behind objects and ephemera
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archives, and museums.
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and Laurent Dubois have

made this music come to life.

The Maroon ranger song transcribed
by John Gabriel Stedman in his
original manuscript.

@ ﬁ/&&/ %l/ﬂ
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James Ford Bell Library/ University of Minnesota Libraries.

Ranger Song on
fiddle:

Stedman's transcription isn't broken up into measures (I count
21 beats in the first part, which might be 4 4/4 measures with a
pickup and 25 beats in the second part, which might be 5 4/4
measures with a pickup). This may be a reflection of
syncopation that he had a hard time writing in Western musical
notation, because although he was a musician, he wasn't a
professional or African American like Mr. Baptiste. The triple

pattern in the second part reminds me of the first part of
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All
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African American History
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A ai bombia bombé song he heard in
Haiti before 1814.

Allegrato agitato.
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A ai bombia
bombe on fiddle:

The song is in a major key and very lively, which makes it feel a
bit militaristic. Jackey Quakenboss, one of the drummers at the
Pinkster festival in New York, was said to have sung a song with

similar lyrics.

One of the Banja songs transcribed by
H.C. Focke
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Banjo

ABOUT

Banjo Collector's Gathering

Banjo History
Banya Obbligato
Banya Prei
Books

Canada
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Cat
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Chesapeake Bay,
Chicago
Christmas
Circus History
Civil War

Clown

Cold War

Conjoined Twins

Cook Books
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Creole-bania
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Joe kondre de na retc ka- ba’ Halloween
Hockey
Google Books
Hollywood

Arabi na Pambo
00:00 00:00
on fiddle: s

James Ford Bell Library

Jewish History

Arabi na Pambo is the banja song I reference in Well of Souls, but
Lincoln

H.C. Focke transcribed others as well. Many are in a minor .
Lost Baltimore

key. Click here to see more of the music. Lost History

Lying In
Lying-In

Magazine Covers

Calinda Map

Maritime History

Maroons
134. CALINDA. i
0.
n SOLO n i i e Maryland
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g . ; Medicine

by 3 Metropolitan Museum
- doum, boudoum, Dan - 8§ ca - lin - da, bou-doum, boudoum.

Midwifery
2 Michié Préval li té capitaine bal,
So cocher Louis té maite cérémonie. Minstrelsy
3 Dans lequirie la yavé gran gala, .
Mo cré choual layé té bien étonné. Monsters
4 Yavé des négresse belle passé maitresse,
Yé vol§ bébelle dans 'ormoire mamzelle.
Museum
. Music
Calinda adapted
00:00 00:00
for gourd banjo:
¢ New Jersey
New Orleans
Newspapers
New York City
Obstetrics
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passed entirely out of use. Print
Bescherelle describes the two Psychology

lines as “avancant et reculant
en cadence, et faisant des
contorsions fort singulieres
et des gestes fort lascifs”
(“advancing and retreating in
cadence, and making very
singular contortions and very

lascivious gestures").

When I was working on Well
of Souls, I came across the
record of the de Paur Chorus
(already in our possession,
somehow), where Danse

Calinda is the title track.

There's also the more

adapted version by the

Lost Bayou Ramblers that |

love.

Gottschalk’s Le Banjo

Although Gottschalk was white and he took some of his

melodies from Blackface Minstrel tunes, I do want to include

https://www kristinagaddy.com/blog/music-in-well-of-souls-uncovering-the-banjos-hidden-history

Public Transportation

Science
Sheet Music
Skansen
Skeleton

South American History

Sports

Stedman
Streetcar
Suffragettes
Suriname
Sweden
Swedish History
Theater

The Knick
Third Reich
Traditional Music
Traditions

Transportation History

Tri-racial Isolate

Typeface
Typography
u.s.

USA

U.S. History
Valentine
Vegetarian
Vegetarianism
Victorian
Violin
Virginia

6/13


https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/ozy
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/patent
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/photography
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/plain%20weave
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/political-history
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/politics
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/president
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/print
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/psychology
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/public-transportation
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/science
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/sheet-music
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/skansen
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/skeleton
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/south-american-history
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/sports
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/stedman
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/streetcar
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/suffragettes
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/suriname
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/sweden
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/swedish-history
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/theater
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/the-knick
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/third-reich
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/traditional-music
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/traditions
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/transportation-history
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/triracial-isolate
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/typeface
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/typography
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/us
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/usa
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/us-history
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/valentine
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/vegetarian
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/vegetarianism
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/victorian
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/violin
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog/category/virginia
https://youtu.be/EoeKW4kDbqU
https://youtu.be/EoeKW4kDbqU
https://youtu.be/EoeKW4kDbqU
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/books.html
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/writing.html
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/blog.html
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/about.html
https://www.kristinagaddy.com/contact.html

1/6/24,3:15 PM Early African American Music - KRISTINA R. GADDY

BOOKS WRITING

KRISTINA R. GADDY OPEN STACKS BLOG ABOUT

CONTACT cART Y
AAAMUAT TV A TALLLLATA TAMAL) A TTA ST AT A uas ) s s s anaas witch
a unique place in music history,' says Henri Georges Polgar." Witches
Throughout his life, he continued to promote and support Women

Women's History

African American music and art, and became involved in

o . World Hist
humanitarian causes around the world. He passed away in 2016 ~HOECUSTony.
S ) World War II
and you can read more about him in his obituary here.
Pritchard also adapted some Haitian folksongs for piano on this
album, which is also a great piece (listen here). Search Q,

SUPPORT MY

WRITING

&) RSS Feed

There are also a few musical examples that I don't

reference in the book.

An African Work Song, Barbados, ca.
1770s-1780s
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ABOUT

Work Song on
fiddle: ' '

William Dickenson; Gloucester Archives (Clarence Row,

Gloucester, England), D3549/13/3/2758. Read more here.

Transcriptions of songs from St.
Bartelemy / St. Bartholomew, 1787-

1788
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In 1787 Swedish doctor Christopher Carlander traveled to the

Swedish colony of St. Barthelemy (St. Bartholomew), which
before and after was a French colony. According to Frederick

Thomasson in Svarta S:t Barthelemy: Mdnniskooden i en Svensk

Koloni1785-1847 (Black St. Bartholomew: Human Destinies in a

Swedish Colony from 1785 to 1847), "Carlander valued seeing
the Black populations music and dance and took it seriously,
demonstrated by the fact that he wrote down their music and
described their dances" (my translation, 132). These images are
from Thomasson's book, and I still would like to see the
originals (at Rijksarkivet in Stockholm) and look more into
music in St. Bartholomew. (Oh, and my final note for now on
this: endless gratitude to my dad, who read about Thomasson's
book, got me a copy, and found me a copy of the published
version of Carlander's diary, knowing I'd be interested in this

transcription and the descriptions).

Pompey Ran Away - Negroe Jig
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panjo:

Congo Prince Jig

THE CONGO PRINCE JIG.

L :
P REXF XF x B XPE XP XF FFYX F XP|XFLE s RXERE DOy

congo Prince g
on gourd banjo: ' |

Although it comes from the book Brigg's banjo instructor
(which was a product of the explosion in popularity of the banjo
because of Blackface Minstrel troupes), the name of this as
"Congo Prince Jig" evokes the King of Kongo and King Charles,
the Pinkster King of Albany, who was said to have been from

Kongo.

If you are aware of other early (1600s-1820s) transcriptions of
Black or African American music, please let me know! I'd love

to add it here.

This is part of Banya Obbligato, a series of blog posts relating to
my book Well of Souls: Uncovering the Banjo's Hidden History.
While integrally related to Well of Souls, these posts are

editorially and financially separate from the book (i.e., I'm
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CASEY HENRY
9/29/2022 06:42:25 am

The "Congo Prince Jig" on gourd banjo doesn't show up for me on two different

browsers...though all the other music players work. (Just thought you'd like to

know.) Excellent to be able to hear all this music!

REPLY

KRISTINA R. GADDY
9/29/2022 12:17:34 pm

Oops! I forgot to upload it. It is there now! Thanks!

REPLY

ED BETTEGA
2/6/2023 01:3%:02 am

Timothy Twiss has a nice recording of this tune played on a 19th century banjo,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psO0xJEWHsQ

REPLY

TONY THOMAS MFA
8/5/2023 01:56:34 pm

The Calenda is pretty much a permanent part of especially Francophone (one might
say creolophone) music and dance throughout the New World, and has successively
revived in various forms of where Zydeco or other especially Black creoleophone
music that I know about, The Late Clifton Chenier who was KING OF THE
ZYDECO had several versions of the tunes that were hits. Because a big part of the
San Francisco and East Bay Black population are descended from Louisiana and East
Texas African Americans who came out for jobs during and after WWII, at least in
the late 70s and 80s when I lived in the Bay area, Chenier came out 2-3 times a year
to perform not just for concerts for the blues and ethnic revivalist enthusiasts, but
for the working class Tex/Lousiana Diaspora in the East Bay, and even in Sf before

it was gentrified. He always did his version of Calinda which had been transformed
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Leave a Reply.

Name (required)

Email (not published)

Website

Comments (required)

O Notify me of new comments to this post by email
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