Resume

Mara Neimanis is the founder and principal performer of In-Flight Theater in Baltimore. Her work comprises writing and performing original solo and ensemble aerial plays as well as on-site installation/performances in collaboration with sculptor Tim Scofield and director Bryce Butler. Mara uses metal suspended and standing steel sculptures to create theater that takes place both on and off the ground. She is a pioneer in the world of aerial performance who creates full-length plays using apparatus to inform text, stories, characters, and time. Her work spans over 15 years. 

Mara trained at The San Francisco School of Circus Arts, Trapeze Arts, Oakland, New England Center for Circus Arts and The Toronto Circus School. She is a protégé of aerial pioneer, Terry Sendgraff, and a graduate of The Dell'Arte International School Of Physical Theatre where she served as an instructor and company member for seven years. In Baltimore, Mara was a Creative Alliance Resident Artist from 2004-2007, where she created her hit solo aerial show, Air Heart and is a resident artist in The Station North Arts and Entertainment District where she creates her work, rehearses, teaches aerial classes and created/produced The Baltimore Alley Aerial Festival consecutively for three years before the fateful fall of Load Of Fun.

Mara has toured aerial performances and taught residencies internationally in Israel, Latvia, Canada and Costa Rica. Solo aerial theater performances include, Air Heart, Naomi’s Flight, Out Of The Blue, and Points Of Grief (in progress).  Aerial collaborations include Vacio with Teatro Abya Yala in Costa Rica, Paraffin with Naoko Mashieba, The Snow Queen, At Galludet University, Gravity Stories at Stevenson University, Borders and Borderless commissioned by the Native Cultures Fund of California, and For That Which Returns with Arachne Aerial Arts, commissioned by Center Stage in Reston Virginia, as well as a variety of wild work with Scofield on his aerial sculptures in alleyways, rooftops and abandoned buildings of Baltimore. She served for two years as Aerial Choreographer/Aerial Director in Costa Rica for Teatro Abya Yala’s all female production, Vacio and was the first person to teach aerial studies at The University of Costa Rica in San Jose Theater Department and in The Department Of Theater at Universita National in Hereria. Costa Rica. Mara was a featured performer at The International Institute of Theater in Latvia in 2004 as a part of her graduate work at Towson University where she also taught in the undergraduate department as part of her MFA thesis.  Residencies also include Rhodes College in Memphis, University of Missouri at Kansas City graduate department in theater, University of Missouri at Springfield undergraduate department, University of Toronto, Cal Arts department of film and television, Maryland Institute College of Arts,  Pixar Studios Richmond California, and at The Studios Of Key West. Neimanis is a guild certified Feldenkrais practitioner and teaches Awareness Through Movement® as a part of Aerial Studies. She is currently writing a book, The Creation of Aerial Theater and is seeking to publish next year. 

Degrees
BFA, English and Theatre, Niagara University
MFA, Theatre, Towson University, Certificate, Dell’Arte International

Grants, Awards And Honors
2008 & 2013 Maryland State Arts Council Individual Artist Award in Solo Performance                     2012 Free Fall Performance Grant
2011 Baltimore B Grant Award
2009 Recipient of Baltimore City Community Arts Grant (Alley Aerial Festival)
2008 Recipient of The Ellis Rabb Fund for Visiting Artists, Rhodes College
2007 Quest Fest For The Deaf commission for new works 

2003 Recipient of The Native Cultures Grant of California, created/ produced Borders & Borderless with the Yurok and Hoopa tribes of Northern California

